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Mr. Hznxy Wa Llronp of Bradfeld, inthe 
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Ts a maxime with the School- 
men.,(in whoſe volumes, amidſt 
P much ſuperſtitious oar, ſome 
Y gold of precious and refined 
2g wit, is, by a * wary ſearcher,to 
5 War 2d bc found) T hart charity is the 
form-of every Theological vertue : Not, that it 
gives them al their ſeveral natures,or diſtin indi- 
viduartions : but for that it forms them al unto ac- 
ceptability before God,in whoſe repute even* An- 
gelical cxccllencies,withour love,are but as atink- 
ling cymbal, or anempry ſound : Ir 1s, indeed, 
that royal grace, wherein, above other, God him- 
ſelf doth, in a ſort, Rs with his Saints : 
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* Schaol-men 
being more 
witty\toraiſe 
queſtions,then 
judicious toaſ. 
ſoyl chem, are 
warily to be 
read,ar tcaſt by 
Nov:ces.. Dy, : 
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If we fear God, he fears not us; if we obey God, 
he obcyes not us, &c. But if we love God, he 
Gveetly cloſerh with us in the * fame kinde, and 
returns it with advantage into our boſomes. A 
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1þdor. Peluſpots, - 
Lr. Ep.356- i 
{ Reddirur tri. 
na Negatzont | 
' trina confeſſio, ne 
minus 4m0r1 lin- | 
gue [erviat, 
quam timori. | 
S. Auguſt. 114. | 
1 27, #nFobas- | 
xem. 

£3 Epiſt. Joh.9 
b 2 Theſl.2:3- 
# Du Moulin. 

| Arr. 23. Dc- 
fence of K. Ja. 
againſt Cxeſ- 
ecu. 

k Beza, Annor. 
on Marth. 16. 
v.19. 

1 Dics, quod 
uullus Apoſtols- 


Saviour, to make experiment, purs Saint Peter, a 


ichief amongſt them, to an intcrogatory, inthe 


ſame terms thrice repeated, Foh. 21.15, 16, 17- 
Simon, Son of Jonas, Loveſt thou me 2 Who hke- 


wiſe thrice appealing ro Chniſts Omniſciency, | 


for the truth of his inward love rowards him, 1s 


required. to ſhew it forth, by feeding of his lambs, | 


and ſheep; by that confeſſion, or engagment, 4» 
ir is were ſalving the wound of hÞis three-fold dc- 
nial of him; and cauſing his rongue (as Auguſtine 
obſerves)to ſerve him no leſsro declare his love, 
thenit had done in difclofing his fear:; Fo wave 
the mention of what heterogeneous gloſſes-the 
ſoothing Paraſites of the grand 8 Diotrephes of 
Rome, (that Antichriſtian man of ſin) impoſe 
up this rext, making. what. was meant only as 
as thei ſtrengthening of Peters infirmity, (for ſo 
many fallings, ſo many * reſtorings, ſaith Beza)to 


rum, prieter Þ e- 
tram, fans eff 
a Chrifto Epi[- 

- Petrus 


c 
de palude, de po- | S 


teftat. Apoft. 


to bea raiſing of him, with excluſion of all others, 
unto dignity; that, on this occaſion, by the 
reat chear of a pretended perſonal (not by any 
ntended truly ” primitive ” doGtrinal) ſucceſhon, 


they-might, with an uſurped triple crown, en- 
thronize their viſible head, and Monarch of the 
univerſal Church ;and enſtate himin a Primacy 


other 


| of Juriſdiction, and ſupream Domination over all 


clear © proofe of this affection was expected from | 
| none more, then from Apoſtles ; wherefore our 
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other Paſtors, and ſouls wharſoever,-'or where- 
| ſoever; (whereby it appears,he is like ” Peter in no- 
| ching:more, -chenin rhe. denyalbF his maſter,) 
whereas, as St. * Cyprian truly, (excepting *© 
ſometimes, but nor * alwaies, a priority of or- 
der in his nomination before them) the very ſame 
| whart,St. Peter was, in point both of honour, 
|: commiſſion, and * power, were all che ocher 
| Apoſtles: | _ | 

| To wave, I ſay, all this, (as being now en- 
diting an Epitile, not writing a treatiſe, ) allowing 
ro Peter, and the Apoſtles, as ro the: firft Repre 
ſenratives, their extraordinary Circumſtanuals, 
and unimitable * priviledges, fixed ro their per- 
| ſons only : all other * faithful * Paſtors, law- 
fully, ! called, and * ſent, forche ordinary ſub- 
ſtanzials of their * office, in ® Preaching and 
Baptizing,&c. are enjoyned the like manitfeſtati-. 
on of the ſame love, to the © chief Shepherd, 
and © Biſhop of ſouls, by the * inſpection, and 
s feeding of his flock, the Church. | 


o1rPet.s.3, 
conferr 

2 Cor.1.24, 

þ Hoc erant uttg, 


' Cf Cateri Apo- 


ſtoli, quod futs 
Perris, part 
conſfortiopraditi, 
O& honors, Gf 


pateſtatis --Cx- 


-ordium ab uni; 4- 


tc proficiſcatuy. 
S. Cyprian, de 
unitate Eccleſig, 
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againſt Hard- 
NE, part.2.C,3, 
Divis.3. Mr. 
Edw, Rey- 
nolds; on Pſa. 
110.f:88.Dicte. 
ric in Feſfo St. 
Pauli: with all 
the tul Choras 
of reformed, 
Proteſtant Di- 
Vines; 


q Matrh. 10.3. 1 Gal.2.9.2z Cor.11.28. {Matth.28.19.t Matth.18.18. Ioh. 29. a1, 
S.t primws attic omnes, nou primarius, King James, In Apology to all Chriſtian 
Monaichs,p. 306.307.&c, u The Perſonal Priviledges of the Apoſtles Calling, ſee 
in Mr. Perkins, on Jude v.17, and in Bilſon Prxf. p. 11. & c.5. & 1o. of the Per- 
perual govern, of rhe Church. Davenanr. on Cololl.c.1.v.1, & p.130,131,137,152, 
170.4#þ, Dr. Feild, L.1,C. 5.1. 3.c. 4. Of the Church; and Dr. Sclacer on Pſal. 116, 
f.48,104,142, wW1 Cor.q.2, Matth.25.21. xJer.z.15. y Scc Perkins on 11a, 6.5, 
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{ Rom.6.17, 
So Dr. Fulk 
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Rhemifts,nuwm. 
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Thell.2. 
yz Clemens 
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| who ſecing the wayrhus lead before him, ſtrove 


|Awriterisa ſilent, as a ſpeaker is a vocal Orator. 


| The EpitHe Dedicatory. 


© This well knew che Author of this enſuing 
Commentary, (my dear, and reverend father ) 


ro walk after in the very path, though hereach'd 
not, happly, the ſame large ſteps; and hath given 
ample expreſſions, after his * meaſure, of his | vi 
(the chief i motive of his miniſterial underrak- | 
ings ) to Chriſt, by his triple feeding both of his 
lambs, and ſheep ; ro wit. 1. By word. 2. By 
lite. 3. By writing. For ſo did this great 
Apoſtle, with the reſt : Tothoſe Churches which 
they planted, Preaching, tam viva (quod ainnt) 
voce, quam per Epiſtolas, poſtea, as * Teriullian 
ſpeaketh ; as well by their Epiſtles, abſent, as by 
their lively voyces, preſent : They delivered 
precepts both of doctrine, and manners, dypdpw: 
g +yp4per, as Chryſoffome ſaith, both without writ- 
ing, and withit; che which is alſo infinuated by 
St, Part, 2 7heſſ. 2.15. where he exhorts his 
Theſſalonians to ſtand faſt, and hold the traditions 
(to wit of doctrine) which they had been taught, 
by word, ortheir Epiſtle. And, indeed, in its de- 
gree, a man may +y/ſpa@s 7% abyoy xypurſew, as © Cle- 
mens CAexandrinus phraterth it , Preach, as, by his 
tongue ; ſo, by his pen. David compared his 
rongue tothe * penot a ready writer, that what | 
he ſpake might, as © a wrirten letter, * laſt ; 
and as the Spirit is {aid to ({peak ) expreſly; ſo is 
che Scripture,that is the [ written] word, to i (ſay): 
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Either (anQified, winnethglory to the Lord, and 


much advantage to the Church of Chriſt, fait. 
Now 
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| Now, it may be thought not well beſceming 
me,or, at all,my Herauldry to blazon the coat of 
my fathers graces, thecreſt whereof is glory : Per- 


haps, it might be [lawful] for me, (who knew 


bim both in ward, .ia life, in writings, better, 
then anotherdid, or could; ) but, as the Doctor of 
the Gemtiles, ſaid of his own rapture, and viſtons, 
* evpgipe, Triigndt [expedient Jdoubtlets,: for me 
roglory ; thoupb, after Solemons expreſſion, fuch 
a Father may be my * glory : Ler his own works 
praiſe himiinghe Garcs : he. was a fair Copy: for 
me to-write afrer-z and, as its written of righteous 
Abel, He berng tead, yet'* ſpeaketh;; and what 
Gith he 2 Surely, me-thinks, as rhe ghoſtly Fa- 
ther of 7:imethy, to him, 2 Tim.3.10, 14: Thos 
haſt fully. known my . dot#rin, 'manner of life, ee, 
Continuethos 1nthe things which: thow hat learned. 
and haſt been aſſured of ', knowin o whom thou haſt 
learned them; now, my own & res, and endea- 
vours are, that, as Ireſemble him (they ſay) in} 
* viſage, as a {on by natural birth ; ſo, I may do! 
likewiſe, in religious imitation; adding only (as in; 
al dutiful acknowledgments) of him what NaX7- 
47ene wrote,as an Epitaph, on his Baſil, 
Bpoylt 9630 Aby oc, areporh T6 b135. 

His doctrine was thunder, and his life lighte- 
ning ; the one to ſtartle ſinners rock't afle-p in ſe- 
curity z the ather, ro © ſhine before good eyes,and 
to dazle others, who ſhun'd illumination. He 
was in his native diſpoſition, as «Moſes, abound- 
ing in manſuetude, and * meekneſs; yer, inthe 
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cauſc of Chriſt, * mighty in words,.and deeds : nl 
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| 42 Cor,12.1, 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory.- 
char my hopes, the? inemory of him, as of .a 
juſt man; both 1s, and ſhall be bleſſed. : -- - 1, ©: 

. AndI am the rather induc'd .to:think-ſo, for! 
that ia the peruſal of divers Modern writers. I 
finde him quoted often, as-an approved Textuary, 
and of a found judgment, in thoſe Scriptures; and' 
Sermons, which he undertook to treat of -; ſome 
whereof were ſer forth and reviſed by himſelf, in 
his own life time ; ſome publiſhed by me, fince his 
deceaſc. | 

As concerning this book, which. I thought 
meer ro ſtyle, [ A brief commentary; with notes, 
on the Prophet cMalachy, ] the materials of it 
were meditated, and Preached, ſome years beforc 
his death; (of whom, whar concerneth mine 
own private eſtate, T ſay. no-more, bur- as Phil; 
fayd of Hipparchus being gone, S1bi mature, mils 
cits, he dycd ina good time for himſelf, buy for 
me, t00-{oon:) but, as/ the Hebrewes are wont to 
expre(s thar in the * prezterxenſe, which was to 


the cerrainty of what they foretell ;/ ſo what was 
utrered by him,as in Expoſition of this Prophecie, 


thcſe very times: He was no. Prophet, or Pro- 
_phers {6n, mnch lets a favourer of bold *' Fn- 
thuſtaſmes, ot a prereaderto extraordinary * reve- 
| lations, under a conſtitution of *- ordinary means 
+ by - God, Yet certainly,'as «Arifotle (the Pa- 
 triarch--of ' Philoſophers)' writes- of ſome; that 
| they have gore xearegtorkyes,” as it were foreſpoaks | 
ing, and (after Zanchy's > expreſſion) praſagient, 

con- 


be accompliſhed in the furare, thereby denoting : 


for divers yeares paſt, was as an-apt mould: for 
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conjecuring natures, *pecaliari vi © royzcmi) futn - 
ros eventus preſagientes, as Conradus Dietericus 
hath it z ſo ſurely, (finding withal, in experience, 
the 4 ſecret of the Lord to be with him) God 
gave him a *© foreſceing eye, and by a prudent, 
yea Political obſervation of Gods exemplary dea- 
lings with other Nations, and Churches (inning, 
or reforming,) ſeemed to diſcover, how the pulle 
of this land began to bear,and by foregoing ſymp- 
romes gueſſed ar the approaching diſeaſe, that was 
growing upon this Church, and State ; and 
which, fince, in great meaſure, hath broken 
Out. 

For the ſtyle, ir might, inall likelihood, have 
been better poliſhed, if he had ſurviv'd to have 
drawen his laſt, and ſmootheſt hand over it; yer, 
ro any who have pleaſed ro be converſant in his 
other writings, it ſhall be found alike, that is, 
as himſelf was , ſomewhat after the ſtature of Za- 
cheans (hort,curt,and ſtrict,thengh withal full, and 
clear : And indeed ſententioufneſs, not loquacity, 
in ſcrious Theology, is to be preferred.----imrgy - 
x Snv ayopeus - 
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His skill was ſomewhat choyce in ſearching,” 
and ſpringing the mine of an intricate , obſcure 
ſcripture,ſparing no devotion, or Logick,til he had | 


hid. And, inthis reſpect, he hath been heard to 
ſay, that he would ['warily] adventure to ſtart the 
hare withany man; which done, a common in- 
gcnuity may finde moe enough to purſue a text. | 

For 
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found our the right veine, where the treaſure lay | 
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tericns Domini - 
ca poſt Circrums- 
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| Forthemethod, it's for the Chapters them- 
ſelves, atlarge, Analytical; for the Practical ob- 
ſervations thence deduced, {\ nthetical ; diſpoſed 
for the beſt advantage, both of the memories, 


—— 


and hearts of thoſe plain people that heard 
| him. 


The (cope is, to diſcover Gods judgments in 
the cauſes ; and withal, to hol:{ forth means of 
prevention, or removal, in their due applicatr- 


| ON. 


Having, on theſe, and the like conſiderations, 


pondered in my ſecret thoughts the uſefullneſs of 


this work, I was fully purpoſed to prepare it for 
thepreſs, and to let it ſee the light. Yer, becauſe 
(amidſt {o great Atheiſm abroad, that now, - as 
Facob-did Eſau, ha:h taken the general * infatua- 
tion by the © hecl; inſomuch, that the * power 
of godlineſs being long finceloſt, now, the very 
outward form is hardly to be found) Fog-y, and 
(wo1is me!)too muchuncontrolled errours ' in this 
dotage of the world , ariſing like thoſe ” Locuff's 
out of the bottomleſs pit, have damp'd the an- 
cient zeal, and, as the ® worm in Fona/s gourd, 
eaten our the very ſap, and vigor of allmoſt all 
right holineſs: 

For this cauſe, a patron muſt of neceſſity be 
ſought to perfect this helpleſs poſthurme from the 
injuries of an * untoward generation. And, to 
ſhelter a [pious] diſcourſe, Tquickly knew where 
to finde one, a very necrneighbour z even your 
ſelf, (moſt worthy Sir:) A Gentleman, 'twixt 
whom, aad the Authour, there did ever paſs,con- 
ſtanly 
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ſtantly , ſo dear and affeRionate a reciprocati- 
on of moſt cordial, and religious reſpe&ts. I can- 
not but well hope from ſo much candor, and gra- 
vitie, for a courteous entertainment of a ſuitor that 
comes thus [in his name] to Bradfield. And the 
rather, for that I have been informed of your 
Noble acknowledgments, that Doctor Sclater”s 
miniſtry was, under God, one of the [firſt] 
means of your calling, at leaſt, of your firmer 
eſtabliſhment, in your firſt, right wayes of truth, 
andgodlineſs; iniomuch, that I begin to think, 
on a ſudden, you might perſonally be an Auditor 
of ſome of theſe very Sermons, the ſum where- 
of I now crave the favour to preſent you with : 
nor do I queſtion, but that your inward experience 
of the comforts of * thoſe dayes, occaſionerh, 
even yet, (whereof I rejoyce) ſo daily mention, 
and ſo honourable a commemoration of his 
name, at your refetions, deambulations, confe- 
rences. 

How willingly (had any tolerable skill in the 
mulſick of Oratory) could I now ſtrike the ſweer 
ſtrings, and ſound the pleaſant Notes of your due 
prayſes; the garlands whereof about your Tem- 
ples, like the trees of _A!crnoms, are ever green, 
and not ſuffered to flag or wither through any 
defect of the radical moyſture of Divine graces. 
Bur herein, me-thinks, I am as ina ſtraite berwixtr 
wo; afraid, on the one ſide, of the Sc:lla of 
mine own inſufficiencies; your perfeCtions, as if 
inthe very Tropick of Caxcer, areadvan- ed to fo 
great an height, that if I ſhould ſpeak of chem in 
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* The work 
of the Lord 
was precious 
in thoſe dayes, | 
as 1 Sam.3.I. 
Sce p. 79. of 


| this book. 
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* De quo non | h EE... 
2 wee '® magnificent ſtyle, they would * ſurmount rhe 


nfice lopwizd | reach of- my expreſſions : this were an alloy for 
whe pg | anabler pen : onthe other ſide, of the Charyb- 
* | dy, of  flattery, eſpecially when as your picty 


Terent, 
\p keclus, 43.7- iS * Cloathed with fo great * humility ; that as 
= ooh thoſe who live under the EquinoGial, even at 
rape | noon-day, have no ſhadowes at all ; ſo, inthe ve- 
_ ow a;.| ry Meridian of your Sandtity, you decline your 
> efficitw, ta- | OWN, ] that God may have ſhis] glory : quam 


{0 17 octlis ſu | pnagnum et nolle laudari , & efſe laudabilew ? Sene- 


-ni39 "he Yer, ith the ſelf-depreffing * Apoſtle would 


Peraldus, ton. 
2.0.5. De U'- | C4, 


 Pess” | have his Converts tro minde, tri iwawG:, duc 
praiſe, Phil. 4.8. and as © Grazado obſerves, in 


*2 Chro.12. 


eu Fi gd praiſing of good men, we, in them, honour the 
Eph.3.8. God of ſuch- men, when we ſhew forth the ver- 
{ Granatenſ. [regs or praiſes of him who hath called them - 


tom .3.conc. de | | T 
"4 p. 460. | and though an humble man be ſhye of giving en- 


vol 8.  logies of ® himſelf ; yer, as St. Clement, * in his 
1629 ig. Epiſtlero the Corinthians (a genuine piece of an- 
js 


4 2 Cor.10.1 


* $. Clemens,  tiquity lately come to our hanas ) hath it, id 5g" 
_—_ png  eThpe £8079 waprupiotus, let him permit another to 
edit. Oxon. | give teſtimony of him , this kinde of laudarion 
1633. being (ſaith a reverend * Biſtop) bur an artificial, 


x Davenanr. ; : . E. - 
mals in Oe. | Of cffectual-perſwaſion to perſevere in things all 


loff.c.2.v.5.p. | ready praiſe-worthy ; thereby, withal, to rcſtifie 


4% ney ?-/ good affection, and ro hold out the lamp of their 
book. vertuous lives unto others : In this caſe, (as Au- 


nee landantcm adulatio movet, nec landatum tentat 
elatio, neither adulation may juſtly be imputed to 
rhepraiſer, nor Elation to the praiſed. 


- ——_—__—_— ——_— 


— 


"oh 


ſtin ſpeaks in the marter of commending the dead)} 


And, 
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chat my Rhetorick would here fail me, bctore 
matter, the * copiouſneſs whereof hath brought 
| upon me a penury of language, tocmbelliſh ir : 
However, ſfith my ſelf have ſeldom departed from 


you,T cannot forbear to break my box of praylſes, 
as of ſo much ſpikenard, to perfume the Age with 
the mention of your Vertues; andthat, it nor in 
proportion to your * merit, yet in ſome mea- 
| {ureto mine own defires. 

Loe! froma living root of worthineſs, there 
have ſprang forth from-you, by an happy vegeta- 
tion, various branches of very eximious qua- 
lifications, being made conſpicuous, and to be 
{cen. 

1. In Artificialinventions. 

2. In Civil moralicies. 

3. Occonomical decorum's. 

4. In Political adminiſtrations. 
And (as the crown and glory of all theſe. ) 
5.. In religious devotion. 


And, onthis Apology, Imuſt acqaint rhe world, | 


| you, without ſome improvement of Holineſs by! 


For the firſt, ſo ſingular in the univerſality of | 


them,as if the Univerſal had been bur one ſingular: 
as to another Bezalcel, a ſpirit is given you to ? 
deviſe cunning works, in all manner of workman- 
ſhip, and as ſome Chriſtian. ,Archimedes , no 
engine, or inſtrument, for contrivance, or 
motion, exceeds your skill :. even. the moſt ex- 


* Inoperi me 
copir gactt. 


34 144 Plies 
eſt Wd 42:72 
laude, SAL Us- 
luſſe ſat elt-. | 
Lucan. in pane- | 
£7. ad Calpurn, 
Piſonem. | 


* Quodſs dig. 
| 


yExvd.31.3:4* 


cravagant Element, the water, is taught, ro make| 
melody, yea repaſt, and delight for moſt of the. 
ſenſes : Yet all this, as. being far bencath your 
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a Pſal.127, 
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b Gen.18.19, 


c Colofl.2.5, 


d Joh.8.39. 
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his family, to 
quip Ajax, 
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quiſquam dam- 
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e Mr. William 
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better thoughts, is made the buſineſs but of your 
ſpare, ſuccifive houres; and regarded only as your 
recreations. = 

For the ſecond, the whoke train of Moral Yer- 
tues, as thoſe Virgins did on the Kings daughter, 
deck't in their faireſt ornaments, attend you , ſuch 
are Temperance, Sobriety, Juſtice, affability, 
GC ©; | | 

For the third, as God hath given you * fruitful 
vines, ſo your children ſtand, like Olive plants, 
abour your table , your quiver is become full of 
thoſe arrows, which the Lord is pleaſed ro account 
his own heritage, and his reward : all theſe, with 
your houſhold,as if by a kinde of ſacred wiyu4uzuwa; 
Abraham's religiouſneſs had, indeed, transmigrat- 
cd into your breaſt, you command ® to keep the 
way of the Lord, and they all again, by behold- 
ing your < orderly, and conſtant enſample, are , 
as it were, piouſly charmed into a zealous 9 imi- 
tation, like thoſe twelve tribes, Ad. 26. 7. Inſtant- 
ly ſerving God, day and night : And, which is very 
remarkable, (as being indeed the very Diamond 
ſer inthe ring of Gods favours on you) in ſofair a 
Pomegranate, no onegrain is found tainted : No 
one, among ſo numerous an off{pring, debauched. 
He, Iam fy who ſurvives as your firſt-born © 
ſon, and is, as Facob ſaid of Rewben, your ' ſtrengrh, 


the honour. of his houſe, and the hopes of his| 
Country, a gentleman of elegant learning, refined 
parts, and of eminent ſanctity, well leades the way | 
roall rhe: reſt ; ſo that I may. hither apply whar 

branches 
pluck'd| 


chat Heroick Poct ſang of theſe golden 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


pluck'd off ; if the one failed, another ſprang up 
torthwith in the ſame place, —* Yns avnlſo, non 
deficit alter. | 
Aurews, & ſimili frondeſcit virga metalls, 
For the fourth; you have been known, tor ma- 
” yeers paſt, to reſemble, -in yourpractice, 3 Fe- 
thro's magiſtrate, which hath: made yan long” a 
| ſtay to theſe parts ; andas Hyox was | afraid of 
| Fobn Bp, for his holineſs, ſo hath lewdrieſs 
been, of your juſtice; as, onthe other fide, religi- 
on found both. countenance, and encouragement 
from you : but, that which my ſelf (andasT be- 
| lieve, with me, many others) have with ſome ſpe- 
cialty, noticed, is ; that, -as.you have ' feared an 
| oath-yur elf, ſo r0 perſons whom you have diſ- 
| covered tender, ignorant, or raſh,; yow-have for- 
bornto load them with a publique-oath : which 
caurelouſneſs if ſome had equally obſerved, many 
conſciences had, probably, been leſs;guilry, ofthe 
breach of the * third Commandmentzand the land 
nor” | mourned ſo long becauſe of unlawful, and 

( alas ! how often ? .) contradiftory ſwearing, 
Thelaſt, which as King Lemnel's daughter  ex- 
cellethall the former, is your religious devorion:. 
he that runs may readthis, in your awful, yet ſe- 
rene * countenance, the clear index of a mortift- 
ed ſoul; God hath poured upon you a choyce 
ſpirit of * ſupplications ; you are, in the ſcriptures, 
an *:4Apolles,to the? men of God, fairhful miniſters, 
a © Gaius, of ſuchgueſts your hoſpitality is ſeldom 
unfurniſhed : A-bemoaner, no fomenter of the 
great diviſions of the times, for which, (ah me!) - 
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mem 


of old, forthoſe of Reaben, there are ſo great E 


thoughts and impreſſions of heart : an honourer, 
promcter, and a ſtrict obſerver of Gods publique 
ordinances; ' glad of occaſions ro frequent the * 
Aſſemblies; and not only fo, [for an example] 
to be " ſeen ; but your * cloflet is a Temple for 
Divinity. And now alſo, as 1ſa«c had his * field, 
{o have you your garden of delight, a retreate for 
_ meditations ; that ſo, as Exch, in devout 
ſoliloquy's, you might* walk, and converſe with 
God, having your ! converſation in Heaven, even 
whileſt you are on *carth ; as ſome Chriſtian Sci- 
pio, nunquau minus ſolus, quam cum ſolus, being 


duskiſh lights; ſo'doth your ſanRimony,in an age 
ſoover-caſt with black, and pitchy clouds of all 
variety of moſt fowl cnormines ; as it more com- 
mended Noah to be righreous before God, even in 
that very * generation, when ſinas a deluge, had 
over-flown the whole world,and [al] fleſh had cor- 
rupted his way upon the earth, Gen.6.12.But,this is {0 
well knownto all, that I may ſeem to do a wrong, 
in making them onlie as my own private natices. 

To conclude; (for I fear my ſelf to have ex- 


with Gods graces, it ſhall be your comfort, yea 
your glory, to abound wore and more; and though, 


1 Coi.15:58, 
cPhil.3.9. 
41 Pcr.2.13. 
Jam.3.13. 


SO GE TOA OE San 


(as you once told me your felf) you are not for the 
© righteouſneſs of works : yer perfiſt ſtill (I be- 
ſeech vou) in the works of righteonſneſs : Put on 


theſe; rhe; ſhall be, not only as white raymentto 
| . cloath 


=y -_- .  —_ - _ 


| 


ceeded- the meaſure of an Epiſtle:) thus adorned 


never leſs alone, then when you are alone : And, | 
as the richeſt Carbuncles ſhine beſt in varied, or: 


4 


ts. 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
© cloath you ; but alſo re#za« 7© galls, as the [ar 
* mourJof light, even armour of proofe, to de- 
fend, and guard you againſt the ' [hurtJof what- 
ſocver evil may affault you ; albeir they are nor, 
as Bernard truly, Canſa Regnandr, the Cauſe of 
reigning 3 notwuhſtanding 
be, via regni, the © evidences of your Faith, the 
: fruites of your EleRion, and the ® way ordain- 
ed of God ro walk dircQly.in, to the Kingdom of 
Heaven :. Tothe full fruition of which kingdom, 
that you may full of dayes, and ina good old age, 
accompanyed with a lively faith, and a clear con- 
ſcience, be advanced ; (defiring withal the favour 
of your Hereditary reſpeRs,) 1s, and ſhall be the 


fervent prayer of , S:r, 
CIT ION 


PE | Tour ſeryantfulhe Lad 
Chriſt ,tobt commanded. 


From my ſindy in 
Collompton, Sept. 
I. I648. _ 


- William Sclater. 


you ſtall finde them to | 


| »Rev 3.18, 
/ Rom.13.12, 
g Eſtins, ad 
Ron.Tt3.12, 
h t Pet.z.13, 


lſa.26.12, 


k Jam.z 18. 
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|  thorof this Book, _ _ '' 


reviſed ſome Manuſcripts of my Fa- 


©) Yor expoſed to the | 5,99 Bog 


RIES OE obſcare Charader, inſcribed Sermo- 
nes Domlhicales, Sermons upon the Prophet Mala- 


tbe nineteenth, : 608. In the peruſal of them, T per- 
ceived that the diſcourſe therein might not be imperti- 


out of a ſerious defire to..do goed, having obſerved 4 
fair reception of ſome other of his works, publiſhed 
ſince hu aeath, by me, (a catalogue whereof 1 ſhall xow 
give y0u) I immediately reſolved upon 4 tranſcription : 
{ hich being finiſhed, and in fome order digetted, was 
tendered tothe licenſe; but could not, through the in- 


PIPE thre reord hens 
4- ; 'T AN Crs 
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| Toall Chriſtian) and charicable Readers: 
* bur, withmore Ipecialty, 'to my loving Coun- 
eryrhen,” the Pariſhioners 'of Pimaſter, in the 
' County of Sommerſer, who yer ſurviving reſent 
| with due reſpes the' memory of their roo 

\ foon deceafed Paſtor; Decor Slater, the- Au- 
3g twving, nigh about 1wo yeares ſince, 
 thers, I found theſe p__ which are | 


| rritien ina ſmall, and ſomewhat an | 
chy. Preached on the Lords dayes, began February | 


| next, but rather ſeaſonable for theſe latter times : And, | 


| tervenience of new commot ions, be well putthe Prefs, | 
tillnew. | |, Hs 


ht. —_—_— 
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; al « labourers, © ſending them forth into his own great 


” ona enrooaan tio... on 


L — 


[  TotheReader. 


LS 


F Fs 
As for the Author, his ther mritings have wade 
bins knonm ; and in this brief comment, upon this Pro- 
'phet, he hath delivered his judgment,Orthodoxiy, and 
0 conſentient to Divine Trub, that what was written 
of Rabanus Maurus, (ſometimes Archbiſhop of 


Jeremy, may be hither applyed, Facile eſt collige- 
re, vel ex hoc uno Authore, Spiritum ſan&tum 
nunquam ſuam deſeruifſe Eccleſiam,zt may be caſily 
colletted, though but from this one Author, that the 
| Holy Spirit hath pot * for[aken his Church, no not in 
the worſt times, but hath " enabled, and raiſed up faith- 


harve#t. : | 
Let not this poſthume little Yolume of hu be 
thought ſpurious,for that it hath lain ſ 0 long concealed, 
tw as ot of ſhame to ſhew it's face ; but for that, per- 
haps, in ſo quaint an Age, it wanted better garments; 
at leaſt, ſome trimming upon it's plain cloth : in 
totter d 1116s, it may hope oy 6 though in an home- 


—__— 


zood materials, albeit the maker of it be by time pre- 
wventet for tocrave, or toenamelit : I ſhall deſire the 
Reader, now, to view truth, inthis Book, as in it's firſt | 
naked ſimplicity, without the dreſſings, or curlings, or 
ornaments of Rhetorick, . which like to painted glaſs in 
a fair winaow, often hinder the native beanty of the 
parer light. _ 7 | 4 
T have, in a ſpecialty of reſpet?, diretted._ it unto 
the place of my own Nativity, as by a kinde of natural | 
inline, to declare, (as Uyſles fomctimes did after 


Mentz)by him, who ſet out hs Commentaries upon | 


ly, yet in an untorn garb - jn ſhort, the watch may be of [ 
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"y Ithaca,) how 1 * long after the *_ proſperity | j3 Epiſt. -ob | 
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| h pial.8g 50. 
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Bchold me 
| and the ch;l- 
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the Lord hath 


ar.s on2 
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k Sec Gal. 4. 
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* Gal.4. 19. 
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» Col.2.5. 


LoRom.1o.1, 


p2 Thefl.2.2. 
Marttl.7.25. 


Jer. 6.16, 
x-Cor.y4.11. 
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To the Reader. 
thereof , an! partly, for that a preſent of this nature, 
brought them as a legary from their dead Paſtor, 
chrefly, when their own * eyes have ſeen, or theix 
hearts felt the alFual acromplifhmnenmt of what was in 
theſe, as in other Sermons, [0 long 4z0n fore-ſhewn 


them, thi may haply revive his memory afreſh 


| ſad. 1a. 8.18. 


given me. 5cc 


among them, ani therewith alſo ſore new thanks to' 
| God, for the abvantage of theſe labours, whereby they 
were 8 edified in the faith of Chriſt. | | 

T perſwade my ſelf that there are yet among you ſome, 
who bear in your ® boſomes 4 witne(s, \that tels youy 
ſouls, what St. Paul d:d, ſometime, to his ſoon-forget- 
| r777 Corinthians rhough you have had many in- | 
| {tractors in Chriſt, yer have you not had\many 
| *- Fathers, for m Chriſt Jeſus ' he hath begorcen 
| you, through the Goſpel : Now ſome have thought, 
that wen to '* owe (at leait reſpettively) more to their 
* ſpirirnal, than to their natural Parents '; by how 
wmch more heavenly the 'econd ts, then the firſt Birth 
and the regeneration of the pretious Sonl 36 be prefer-' 
rod to the generation of the Boay ': "what teffimony ' or | 
proofe you have given of ſuch an apprehenſion, your 
ſebves beff know. 

For my ſelf, though 1 cannot have perſonal addreſſes 
to ” drop among you my word, as an Eicho tothe old. 
woyce ; yet am I withyou imthe Spirit « and my hearts 
defire, and pr «yer © to God, for you all, both is, and ſhall 
be, that you may not be ſhaken (no not under the 
Arongeft guſts of temptations, in 2 eſe ſpeckled 


ries of ſo many motly op1nions) (from thee ancient, | 


fundam nal truths, wherewith, under his miniftrei, 


] gour ſouls were once well ballaſted.the vhill of the ſtaman | 
| 4 
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To theReader:. 


i beſt * diſcovered in a ”—_ : CAs ye have therefore 
. recerved Chriſt Feſus the Lord, ſo walk ye.in him 
rooted, and buiJrupin him, and ſtabliſhed in the 
fairh, as ye have been taught, abounding thercin 
with thankſgiving : Icoaclude all, with that advice 
of St. Paul ro his Philippians, Chapter the fonrth, 
ver/e the ninath : Thoſe thin,,s which ye have lear- 
ned, and received, and heard, and ſeen 1n him, do, 
and the God of peace ſhall be'with you. | 

What endeavours I have uſed in this publication, let | - 
them be entertained in good part, Gods Name be glori- 
fied, you, and the Church of Chit benefped thereby, 
ſo ſhall 1 beabundantly ſatisfied, as who aw, O! 


- Your affeionate well-willer 

23 Tok in the Lord: Chriſt;: 

From my fludy in ee 

Collompron. Sept. _ William Sclarer;{ 
"I, 1649. 


Imprimatur, Edmond Calamy 


G7 F . —_— —_—_—_—_—— —y a — _— _ 
1 F Pn —_— 


Tt = $3460$+$82 06402646646 544b$4 
j fe 2 ; To! s | : SS | | 7 F 2 RO 
/ A Catalogue of ſuch Books, or 


' - Sermons; as were publiſhed in the 
Life-cime of this Authour. 


I AN Expoſition on the three firſt Chap- 
ters to the Romans. | 
2. AnExpolttion, with Notes, on both Epiſtles 
to the Theſſalonians. 
3- Three Sermons; The one ſtyled, the fick 


ans ſtrength, on Ph:lip.4. 13. The third, the Mi- 
niſters Portion, on x Cor.9. 13, 14. which was en- 
larged into a treatiſe, wherein is handled the 
queſtion of Tythes. 


ſouls ſalve,on Prov. 18.14. The other, the Chriſti- | 


i 
———_—_— ____ ——— 
Im 
Y 
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Books of his, ſet forth by me, ſince his deceaj:. 


1. T Hree Sermons; the one, on 1 Pet.2. 
; _ & 711. Styled, the Spiritual warfare ; the 
jorher, on 2 King.9.31. Preached onthe Gunpow- 
'der Treaſon; thethird, on Heb.g. 27. A Funeral 
'Sermon on his Patran. | 

i 2. An Analytical Expoſition on both Epiſtles to 


| 
| 


| 
| 


the Corinthians, in' Latine, Printed at Oxford. 


— ———_— et. ate WP. 


3. Sermons, experimental, on Pſalms. 116. Me- | 


ditatcd, and Preached by him, atter his recovery | 
fro +» 
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from a dangerous ſickneſs, and his being ſtricken | 
| with the fir of an Apoplexy, when aQually | 
Preaching in his Pulpic, at PirmiFer. | 

4. Now, his brief Commentary, with Nates, 
on the Prophet cMalachy, of which I have ſaid a |. 
few words,in my Epiſtle Dedicatory. - | 


Romays, nan addition to thefotmer three alreagy | 
ſer out; 15.now prepared for the Preſs, a Scholaſti- 
]cal, andelaborate piece, _ 

6.. Some remainders there yet are, of his lucu- |. 
bratiens upon - good part of the Revelation, and | 
ſome more Scriptures competently entire, beſides 
otherthings, which as the parcels of a broken | 
Picture, expreſs the Aurhours' gravity, and dili- | 
gence. : More may be hereafter publiſhed, ifrheſe 
finde welcome, or, if induſtry, and learning, mcer 
with encqutagements. en 


5. An Expoſition onthe'fourth Chapter to the || | 
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Ape 14. line t. for works,” r. makes. p. 15. 1. 19. for Election, r- 
Reprobation. p.20.1 30. for denied, r. divieed. pz. 1.23. for ſt- 
carity, 1. ſcarcity. p.37. for Matth, 21, 13.1. 43.p.41-L 21. Of inbe- 
rence, aboundeth, e-1.35. for thou, r, though. p. 52.1. 24. c. all che 
world fo a (good) gee bes p.66.1.30. pur, for yerte; 15. v. 12. P71. 
Lzo.for v.a8;. pur; v.20, p. 74-1. 13, tor Mark. 15.7, 14, and 126: 6, 
for.v,x8. pur, v.13. p.82.1.26. fot ſeems, r. ſerves. p. 89 Ll. 20.r.(te) 
bribery. p.go\t.20. r. covering p.93.1. 28. for {ihe, r. Tievt eftcem and, 1. 
16. for pleaſeth, x. pleaſed. p.9 4.1.1. for beth, r. had. p.96.1.5. for the, 
r, thee. p97 .1.4. for beardened, r. bargened.. p, 99.1. 17. for Job 21.7» 
1. p.100.L,3. 1, P{al.32.p.10 .1.36. for Inferiours Authority, r. Supt- 
+, for p.114,115.r. 106,197. p. 168.1.21;r. 1 know not what..-& 
h.27,1.2.Per.a.ig, & 1, 2g. for oah,r. cloak. p. 109. 1. 2 ;. tor And te 
As, p.11t.1, 15. tor contin4ante, r. contiuuance.p.113.1,3'T7, 2 Tim. 4- 
2. p.117.1.1.r. 2 Tim. 2.24. p.118.1.13.tor yet, r. ye. p. 119, 1; 24. for | 
bem, r. them, p.123.1.35. r. and, for an. p.126.1.31, for work:/p, r.#'-. 
ſhip. alſo, p. 127. 1. 15. p. 135-1. 25. r. ſeaſonable. p. 136.1.1 4. for 
waſt, r. ſhalt. p.138. 1. 20. r. (to) be your Sawiony. p. 142.1. 2$. Of, 
abundat.p.148.129. r. ch, them up.p. 156.1. 22. js, abundat. p. 162- | 


1.20. for amangft, r. emong(t. pe 182.1. 15. r. who is not (with) him. p 
200.1.1g.r.converted. 4 
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| ESSEN 
A brief Commentary, with Notes, 

| upon the Prophet Malachy. 


Cnar.1i VER. I. 


The burden of the word of the Lord to [ſracl, by 
Malachy. = 


Or the Argument,it matters not much to ſpeak; 


M[2 it is well given in our Engliſh Bibles. 
LInſcription,v.1. 
| The Book hath theſe parts,) Ones. -- 


And thoſe of two ſorts: 
| ſ Cauſes, 
1. Comminatory: . | Judgements, 
2. Conſolatory,cap. 3.4. whereih 1 Admonitions pre- 
| - \ſcribing remedies. 


In the Inicription are theſe particulars : 
I. The Denomination of the Book ; Ons verbs] 
fehove, The burden of the word of the Lord, | 

2. The SubjeR, or Perſons to whom it was ſent, 
to Iſrael. 

3. The Perſon, by whoſe Miniſtery it was delivered, 
HMalachy. : 

Of the firſt, The name of the Prophecie ; The bnrden 
of the Word of the Lord ; So called, not in reſpeR of Ma- 
lachy, as Lyra, but in reſpeR of 1/rael : Lyrathus, _ 

B 


Obſery. 


a Plal.3 2. 4 


b Plal.38.4. 


Uſe 1, 


Cuay.1. LA Commentary, with Notes, Vxk.1. 


1d eft,, officium denunciands verbi Divin, The office of de- 
nouncing the word of God ; butamiſs, For, 1/rae! were 
| they that wereto beare this burden : CALa/achy, bur the 
Miniſter to denqunce it, | | 

Bur fo, I take it, is this Propheey called, of the greater 
| part ofthe Contents thereof, 242.. The Judgments and 
 Affiftions which the Lord was now about to impoſe up- 
on 1/f-aclfor their txanfereflions; ©Metaphora, compare 
Iſa.13.1. The burthen of Babel. Iſa. 15.1. of Meas. 
1/a.17.1. of Damaſcus, Nah.1.1. of Nineveh,Zech 12.1. 
ſo the ſenſe is this, The Judgements or AffiiRtions which 
the Lord, by Malachy, denounceth againſt J/raz/ : As if 
he had ſaid, The byrthen. of every Impenitent ſinner, is fire 
and Brimitone;The burthen of a drunkard is to be cloath- 


The burthen of an Uſurer, to have his ſubliance taken 
from his Polterity ; Of a Sabbath- breaker, to have a fire 
kindlcd in his Gates, &c. nary: INE"v7 

And that they are juſtly called 'Burthens, { ppoke gps 
cauſe they prefie,and oppreſic him that they light on; See 
even David, Gods own Child, Thize ® hand is heavy wpon 
me; And again, CA fins, (that is, Thy wrath which for 
my ſins I apprehend, z gone ever my head, and)are like a 
ſore Þ burthew too heavy for me to beare'; In which ſence 
is that to. be meant, Gey.4. 1 3.2y ſin,that is, my puniſh- 


man ſhall beare his own burthen. 
then intotlerable, even a load of Gods wrath toevery 


ved, we have a Proverb concerning unprofitable Talk, it 


v. 36. Idle words arcactoantable ; nay, more than this, 


Am 


ment, greater than can beare, And, Gal. 6 5. Every 


man that continues obſtinately and ſecurely in it : Belo- | 


OS 


Firſt then here fee, that fin is no ſuch light matter as | 
the world commonly efteems it ; it brings with it a bur- | 


ed with Rags, to have ſhare with Hypoerites in the Lake; | 


_— 


EN wy >.7 what | | 


| would never this ſpeak: & iFever God open your eyes,you 
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Crar* 1, upon the Prophet Malachy, Ver. 1. 


what think ye of groſs Oaths ? Words are but wind- 
What of whoredome ? A trick of youth. What of drun- 
keneſle ? It is merriment and good fellowſhip, 8c. Yea, 
what fin ſo heayy, that to our people ſeems not light, be- 
cauſe they never ſaw the burthen of Gods wrath that is 
due unto it ? Now Brethren, conſider theſe light ſins, they 
| have a burthen coming after them, even the burthen of 
Gods heavy and intollerable wrath ; and let us cometo 
weigh it, as it is, in the ballatice of Gods SanQuary ; It 
ſ hath made Gods Children to cry out under the ſenſe 
thereof; Yea, our Saviour Himſelf, under the fins of 
others ; take it with the wrath of God, and the Curſedue 
unto it : Children were wont to have a Riddle, What * 
heavier than Lead ? Here we find Sin, See Zech.5.8. 
Secondly, Be hence admoniſhed to take heed of (in, 
even of every one, ſeeing none ſo light but brings this 
Burthen, Beloved, It is the faſhion of profane men, to 
make Gods Children as wonderments for Preciſenels, 
when/ as they" ran not with them to the ſame exceſs of 
Riot ; not to drink with good-fellows; not to talk 
much, that is, vyainly, or filthily ; no ſport on the Sab- 
1 bath, 8c. too preciſe: O Beloved, had you felt what 
Gods Children have felt, in a' meaſure, the burthen of | 
| Gods intollerable wrath prefling your Conſciences, you 


will befoole your felves, and bewaile your ſenceleſs eſtate, 
that having ſucha burthen upon you, had-not graceto feele 
it; but rather to encreaſe your Load. | 

Thirdly, Ts it a barthen ? when thou ſeeſtany man 
preſſed with it, favour him, help to bearc his burthen by 
Compaſſion, and to lighten him of it by Conſolation. In: 
Exod. 23. 1t was the Law of God, that if a man had ſeen 
his enemies Aſs, 2.5. lying under his Burrhen, he ſhould 
not forbear to help him up- hath God-carevf Oxer'® Or, 
is it not rather ſpoken becauſe of us ? Beloved, we have 
many ptefled with AMiRions: Pamine;is it hot a burthen? 


B 2 _ ſhall 


Uſe 2, 


Uſe 3. 


——— 


Cuar.t. A Commentary, with Notes, Ve. 1. 


Uſe 4 


\c Jzr.f.e. 


Obſerve. 


Reaſon 1. 


OO — 


hull weceaſe to help? Agony of Conſcience a burthen, 
|.ſhall we ceaſe to help 2 ob 6.14. but men have forſaken 
| the feare of the Almighty, and are readier to add affiti- 
on ; See alſo Pſal. 69.26.They perfecute him whom thou 
haſt ſmitten, and they talke to the griefe of thoſe whom 
thou haſt wounded. 

Laſtly, Is ira burthen > See then the tockiſh ſence- 
leſsneſs of us in thele Times, Beloved, The Lord hath 


then hath been Peſtilence, Famine, Inundations, unſea- 
ſonable weather,z yea, and yet; behold the wrath of the 
Lord is not ceaſed, but his hand is Rtxetched out Kill ; 
And;yer, where. is that man that once entreth into his 


voked the Lord, that all this wrath is come'upon me ? 
This (hews-us our {tupidity : And let us all be admontthed 
to labour to feele it, leſt at length it oyerwhelme us, The 
Promiſe is gracious,caſe, and refreſhing, Afar.11:28.The 
negle thereof heayy, -.1t endangereth to, have the wrath 
of God ſevenfold encreaſed, Lev.26.21s 

Of the word of the Lard.\] Firſt, in word, before in 


V Vord, before he proceeds tolay on Load for our Of. 
fences; By X-ah,a Preacher of Righteouſneſs,to the 01d 
Vverld ; By Lots Example and Admonitions,to the ,$9- 
domites ; By Foxah,to Nineveh ; By all the Prophets, to 
Hieruſalem. | | 
Firſt, That his Children may be brought, to Re- 
pentance; that the fiexceneſs of Gods wrath 'may not 
light upoa them :.Beloved,it is true, ſuch is che corruption 


the moſt, that Gods own Children are ſometimes far en- 
gaged in' common corruptions ; and were it not for the 
Lords.care over them, ſhould taite as deeply of his wrath 
as. gthers ; but herein appears Gods care over his own 
Saints, that ere he {trikes, He gives warning, that by 
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laid load'ypon us long time in this Kingdome ; our bur- 


of every man, ſo powerfull and prevalent the example of 


heartzeyer to ſay, © What have I done > How, have I pro- | 


deed, denounced ere exccutd;: God gives warning by his | 
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into a chaſtiſement. 


| feele it,if we return nor. ' WER, 


; A 2 


his word he may rouze them ; that ſo they either may 
be freed from the judgements and common afMiictions, or 
elſe not hurt by them, whiles by repentance they have la- 
boured to turn the curſe-into a bleſſing, the puniſhment 


Secondly, To deprive the ungodly and obſtinate of. 
fendors of excuſe, and to clear the Lord of injuſtice and 
ſeverity, See //24.5:4. Judge, faith the Lord, what could 
I have done more; And H»fſe 6.5. What thall I do unto 
thee ? I have cut you down by my Prophets, and hewen 
you by the words of my mouth, and my judgements have 
been in the light plainly revealed as the Sun it (elf; there- 
| fore Jultly are you now afflited,and left withour excuſe; 
As a good” Father firſt admoniſheth and threateneth ; 
when that ferves not,takes the Rod ; See E-ek. 2.5. 

Doth the Lord thus, and for this end, thar his children 
may. be brought to Repentance ? Well then, Beloyed, 
Let not us crofle the Lord in his end and intention ; The 
Lord hath thus dealt with us in this Kingdom,a long time; 
with us in this Congregation, now long ; He hath hewen 
| us by the words of his mouth, to make us fit ſtones for his 
| building ; Hence is his voice, a Harden not your hearts, be 
lead to Repentance by the Word of the Lord: It is true 
| that -our (ins' have. been grand and grievous, yet who 
knows, whether the Lard will repent and leayea bleſſing 
| behind him? See Fozah, where Nizeveh repented and 
found mercy ; Lezrn by words, be as loath'to bear, as 
| the Lord is co impoſe the burtherr of his wrath ; If not, 
| know-for a certainty, the Lord will not alwaics deale by 
| ſpeeches ; but, as he hath ſpoken of a burthen, ſo we ſhall 


\ _ Secondly, doth the Lord this, and for this end, 
that the wicked may be deprived of excuſe > Then ſurely 
are we utterly excuſeleſs, in this Kingdom and Congrega- 
tion, to whom the Lord hath ſo mercifully vouchſafed fo 
long. admonition before-hand : juſtly might he ſend us 


down 


A _———— 
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Reaſon 2. 


Uſe 1. 


4 Heb.z.t, 


Uſe 2. 
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} 
; 


| eL/iv. 


| V/e. 


Obſervy, 


Objeft, 1. 


Objef. 2. 
Anſw. 


Craz. 1. A Commentary, with Notes Vex. 1. 


down to the place of our Iniquity,without giving us warn” 
ing;but rather would he,we ſhould convert and live, Ezek: 
18. If wewillnot heare, what excuſe ſhalf we have in the 

day of his fierce wrath ? what will che Swearer ſay, &c. 
This be aſſured of, the word of God hath his work one 
way; if it bring thee not co repentance, yet it ſhall bring 
thee ro juſt judgment; asthe ſnow and raine. 1/z.55. Lo, 
1T. It is the ſavor of life or death, 2 Cor. 2.16. It either 
captivates thy thoughts to obedience, or brings vengeance 
0N thee for thy diſobedience. 

A ſecond thing here obſervable,is, the certainty of this 
judgment, for it is the burthen of the Word of the Lord 
Hath ke ſpoken it, and ſhall not hedo it ? VVas the Lord 
ever found falſe,cither in threatening or promiſe? Peruſe 
the whole Scripture, and ſee whether ever there were 
judgement threatened againſt obſtinate ſinners, that was 
not executed ; ſec in the old world, Hiern/ſalem, 8c. 
Objca. If any ſay, Yes, Nineveh was threatened, 
and yet eſcaped. 2» 

Anſw. Threatnings are all to be underſtood, with 
their condition of Repentance, Fer. 18.7,8 that perform- 
ed, the judgment Kayed, but yet God true in his VVord. 

Ob. If any ſhall yer ſay, Experience is ordinary againſt 
it, we have had Drunkards threatned with beggary. 

eAnſ. Differtur non anfertur : It follows not, becauſe 
che judgment is delayed, that therefore it is wholly taken 
off ; Some are plagued in their Poſterity, Fob 21,19, God 
layeth up the ſorrow of the Father for his Children: Or 
elſs, they are puniſhed in the Equivalent, in ſpirituall 
judgments. | 

VVhat doth this teach us, but to- tremb!e at the bur- 
then of wrath denounced in the word of the Lord > if the 
burthen be of the word of theLord,tremble at ir,and fear; 


ſurely it ſhall cometo paſſe, what the mouth of the Lord 


hath ſpoken : Burt we are fallen into a world of Deſpi- 
ſers ; as 7er,23.33,8c, V Vhenthe Lord had ſent his Pro- 


phets 
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Cuav. 1. upon the Prophet Malachy. Ver. tn. 


phets to tel|them of the burthen of bis wrath, they be- 
gan to play with the word of the Lord, and fcofbngly to 
ſay-ro the Prophets, what is the burthen of the Logd ? 
Right after the faſhion of our people,what is the burthen 
| of the Lord 2 What ts that Hell you ſo much talk of ? 
Hearken what the Lord anſwers: The bxrthen of the Lyrd 
ye ſrall mention uo more ; for every mans Words ſhall be h:5 
birthen : but ths you ſhall ſay to the Provhet. what hath 
the Lord anſWered thee, and what hath the Loyd ſpoken? 
That is, whereas yon now ſcoffe at the threatning of the 
| Lords Mouth, I will fo prefs you with my judgments,thar 
I will bring you on your knees, and make you in all humi- 
licy and fear glad to heare a word of comfort,and tidings 
Reconcthation from the Mouth of the Lord. Peloved, 
lay this to heart ; Tt is that every man profeſſeth, to be» 
11zye the word of theLord : yet when we come to particu- 
lars, nothing but Atheiſme, and godlefs Infidelity. 
To lſradl, ] Gods own people ; God ſpareth not his 
own Church, when he is provoked by their difobedience , 
See 1 Pet. 4. 17. Judgment degins at Gods houſe, So 
87.2529. 
Reaſons are theſe : Firſt, becanſe amongſt chem,by the 
Lords wife difpenſation,lye many wicked Hypocrites, that 
by their ſecret ſins provoke Gods wrath, as eAchay, 
?oſh. 7. Secondly, Gods care more over them than others, 
Pſal. 8g. 31, 32. as a good Father over his own Child. 
Thirdly, To prevent fcandall in the Adverſaries, 
2 Sam. 12. 14- 
; Ter no man therefore preſume of impunity, becauſe he 
lis ]athered to the Church of God, anq made one of his 


Thar they thought was a Bulwark againſt all afflictions, 


———_—_— tt — 


people; as the Jews, Fer.7. The Temple of the Lord, | 


fondly : And at this day, how take moſt menupon them | 
Profeſſion, like bankrupt Debters a Kings ProteQton ; | 
as thoſe, Heft. $, became Jews, to enjoy their privileges | 
{and immunities : But Beloved, know we, God ſpareth | , 
; | nor t 


Obſerv. 


Reaſons. 


Uſe I. 
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Cnae. 1. A Commentary, with Notes, Vu. x. | 


not his own, in any age ; not Jeruſalem, not I/xael ; but 
as David ipeaks, P/al. 89.7. God is very terrible in the aſ* 
ſembly of hs Saints ; and will beare that_in an Alien, 
what he will not beare in his own Houſe or People ; And 
therefore feare we,and be not high-minded, Roms. 11.20. 

Many excellent things are ſpoken of us in this King- 
dom of England, how long we have had the Goſpell| 
amongſt us, &c. How many by it converted: and this 
mult thankfully be acknowledged : But it is but a weak 
conſequence collected thence, therefore England ſhall be 
free from Gods wrath,if it provoke him : The Lord had 
A for 1/-ael, and he hath a burthen for England 
allo. | 

Secondly, Doth the Lord then not ſpare his own people? 
Much leſſe then,them that are not his people ; Fer.25.29. 
1 Pet. 4.17. And this ſhould comfort Gods Children in 
cheir Chaſtiſements, through expeRation of heavy ven- 
geance to be poured down upon the ungodly : And 
withall,it ſhould terrifie ungodly men, when they ſec the 
Lords heavy wrath againſt his own people ; of all men, 
the ungodly have leaſt cauſe to rejoyce in the AfMiRions 
of Gods people ; See AMicab 7. 8,9,10. 

Againſt Iſrael.) That is, againſt the whole people; 
becauſe generally all engaged in Tranſgreſſion : ſo haye 
common Tranſgreſſions common Puniſhments. 

If any ſay, that the Lord promiſeth deliverance out 
of common AfﬀiQtions and Indgments, to his own ? 
eAnſwer, From deſtruAion, not from afflitions. Se- 
condly, All theſe Promiſes are to be underſtood with ex- 
emption of the Croſs, and chaſtiſement for particular 
diſobedience ; So Lot, Gen. 14. taken Priſoner amongſt 
the Sodomires, to chalten his boldneſs in pitching his Tent 
amongſt them, whom he knew to be ſuch exceeding ſin- 
ners againſt the Lord. Thirdly, Delivered out of Temp- 
rations. Fourthly, If more expedicnt, permitted unto 
them. | 


Let 


ou 


- 


Let no man promiſe himſelf immunity from common 
judgments, who: takes liberty to partake in common fins ; 
It is juſt with the Lord that they ſhould be partakers in 
puniſhment, that are partakers in tranſgreſſion z And if 
nothing elſe, yet let this teach us,to beware of the common 
fins of the Times. 

I know it is common, eſpecially with the multitude, 
.| to do as the molt do, that feweſt may talk of them ; and 
that alſo to avoid ſingularicy, unjultly ſo cenſured, pre- 
vailes over-much with Gods Children, Well heare, If all 
Iſrael ſin, All muſt beare their burthen ; yea, if Gods 
Children give way to like corruption, and {treame of the 
Times, let them look for a chaſtiſement from the hand 
of the Lord. | 

By the hand of Malachy.] Not to trouble you with 


4 


the vaine ſpeculations of the Rabbins, what this I{4/achi | | 


was, whether an Angell in an afſiimed body ; whether 
Ezra the Scribe, and thoſe others,of the exceeding beau- 
| ty of his body ; things that perhaps have ſome truth, but 
lietle uſe: Ir is generally received,that he was the laſt of 
the Prophets, and t',at he propheſied inthe daics of Ezra 
and Nehemiah, as ſome gather by the things he ſpecially 
deales againſt, as corruptions in marriages with Idolaters, 


whereof ſee Ezra 1 o. and Neh.yzo. J 


By the Miniſtery of Halachy,not as the Executioner, 
but as the Denouncer. 
Hence obſerve ; That the Lord hath ordained the Mi- 
| niftery of his ſervants the Prophets, not only for Conſo. 
lation of his people,by mercies : but alſo for their terrour, 
by jadgments ; See Ezeb.3. I/a.6.Ter. 1.&C. | 
And this hould teach us that are Miniſters, to make. 
conſcience hereof ; the judgement for omiſflion __ 


Cnar. F. upon the Prophet Malachy.. Ver.1. 


Obſerv, 


full, and a Note of unſoundneſs, - /er.28.7.; And:ſecond-! 

| ly, 'To you that are the people, Learne you ts ſubmic,not 

only to their Evangelical, but alſo; to their Legall Preach- 

ings ;ſharpit may ſeem, but ſurely it is wholſome:: Sundry 
C 
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| Cuar.1. ACommentary,with Notes, N nn.12,3; | 


reaſons there are of it. '1. It ſerves::not! to” infli, but to 
prevent Judgments *:And' it' is but'Satans policy to per- 
ſwadethe people, there cannot be love. where there is ſe. 
verity.Cannot a Father chaſten ſcverely,and yer love ten - 
derly?' ſerves likewiſe, ſecondly, To humble Gods Child- 
ren. Taxed here is the over-much delicacy of our people | 
in heating, who are all for Mercy, | Merey, Peace, Peace : 
1 whereas alas 1 there is no peace; as in the dayes of Amos, 
1 ſo now, Am 7.10. The Land not able to endure or bear 
{his words : And that exception of bringing men tode- 
ſpatre, is frivolous-; our Saviour himſelf, how often hath 
he woe, in his Mouth 2 And againe know. we, That che 
beſt way to-bringto ſound hope, isfirit robringto a kind 
of deſpaire, namely, In reſpe& of our ſelves, or of our 
own ſafficiency/tocvowpaſſe,' as meerly by ourſelves, our | 


ah 
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. 90% AM ape, 15 bode 4 
Thave loved you, ſafth the Lord, yet ye ſay wherein a 
thog loved 1s ? Was not Efay Jacobs Brother 2 ſaith the 
Lord ; Ter T'lovedTacob, and ThatedEfan, andVnid his 
 Monntuinis aud bus Heriange waſte for the Dyagons of 

the wilderweſh, -=2vt Dit, Leh norton end 7 


4 


' at Exprobration of their Inpratitude. 

000) ED wY 7 
Parts/theety/' 2. The: peoples Exception, ff 
3: The-confirmation, by an argument from 
' theefftet, 


He ſamme ; An Expoſtulation with the People: And 


/ 


' -Thaveleutdyon.”] Schoolemen havemany curious en-. 
quitiebuthiap Love,\ whether be in-God? - |» © |: 

0 Mſw. The love of God, hisyery Effehce, 1Foblr 4.8. 
Yet 'this love in God: is no Paſſion, "bur implies thee 
three things: 1 Benevolence. :4, Beneficenee.' 3, ObleQa- | 


tion ; | 


C HAP- I, por the Prophet Malachy. V A 


tion : As hatred, not to will good, to will evill, to work 
evill, to deteſt. {FREY | 
The peoples Exception, wherein haſt thow loved us ? 
The reaſon of it was their Aflitionby Captivity; as if 
it had been faid, we ſee: not, but we are aflited as much 
as others ; therefore thou loveſt us not. et 1 
Now mark here the corruption of Nature, inſtigated 
by Satan; Toconcludefrom AfMiRtions,that they are not 
loyed : The reaſon is,;that Carnality in every one, meaſu- 
ring Gods love by feeling,and Temporal bleflings, where: 
as, it ſhould rather be meaſured by Spiritual Bleflings. 
' Take we heed of this Temptation -- Satan uſually la- 
bours to perſwade that weare not loved ; and advantage 
taken by afMiAtions, as uſually as by any thing - Now,;note 
here,for thy ſtabliſhing : 1. The Fountain of the affiQi- 
ons of Gods Children, Heb. 12.6. Gods Fatherly love; 
notſo wich the wicked, but in wrath. 2. In meaſure ; See 
Iſa. 277, Ter. 30.11, & 10, 24. 3. See the uſeand 
end of afMicions. I. To preyent'ſin, Hoſ.2.6.- A hedge 
| of theywes, 2: To reduce, P/als 119. 67. Before' I was| 
afflifted, 1 Went aftray. 3. To ſubdue Rebellion';z mans 
' Nature is Rebellious, AMiRtions tame and ſubdue. 4. To 
quicken Gods graces in us ; caſe ſlaycth the fooliſh, 
Pro.1-32. Affliction makes grace flourilh« .5.'To prevent| 
Damnation, 1 Cor.11.32. And'Beloved, if we had theſ 
_ | wiſdome, not to ftay in onr ſence, but'to turn our eyes -toſ 
the iſſue, we would never thus reaſon. > 1 1 
Argument of love, thus diſpoſed :- If I havechoſen} 
you and your Fathers, and rejected your Brethren and 
their Fathers, then I ſore you ;- but! 7:have '/oved Jacob, 


"TI 


Obſervy. 


Uſe. 


41d hated Eſau: Ergo. What is meant by his love, Paw! belt 
expounds, Rows.9. of EleQion. 14 20 Oo Ct tf 

'The greateſt evidence of Gods love, is ElkeQHion'toſ! 
Salvation : There is generall love ro-al{ Creatures ; fome| 
token of love to.Sewl;that he was a Kirip; but nothing ro]! 
| this that we are elefted : all nothing without Eleftion.: | 


4 x R _———_— 


Obſerv. 


ND. C 2 BD S Wealth, , 


Cart. A Commentary, ith Notes, Vx. 2,3. 


Uſe. 


| Wealth, and Honour, and Learning, and Authority,good 


Bleſſings, but this the depth and height of Gods love,to 
be chain to Salvation, Firſt, Itis the fountain of all gra- 
ces. Secondly, Of all blefTings,ſo far as Bleſſings. Third- 
ly, Thoſe only exempt from Condemnation. Fourthly, 
Heirs of glory, Roms. 8.17. 

Now then Beloved, ſee we, if we would know whe- 
ther we be beloved of God,or no ; Look, hath God ele- 


| Red us £0 Salvation? then indeed he loves us: And hence 


thou mayſt ſoundly.conclude, God loveth thee and holds 
thee deare ; It is no Argument, God hath enriched me, 
therefore he loves me, Ecc/e/:9.1. Outwardly all things 
alike ; . God hath advanced me, therefore he loyed me ; 
See Sawl:called me to be a Preacher,therfore he loved me; 
See Zndas: till thon commeſt to EleRion, thou haſt no 
ſound argument that the Lord loves thee ; yea, what ever 


1afflictions betide thee. 


This then labour to be afſyred: of : Two notes are, 
| 2 Theſ.2.13. 1. Faith of the truth ; I meane not a gene- 
rallnotice, or aflent- to the/Trnth; but, beleeving of the 
timlaricy, and Propriety of Aſſurance, that is a token of 
Gods love and'Eletion. 2. SanRification'of the Spirit , 
known by this, when:thon haſt aſcended higher than Na- 
ture can reach unto ; Nature attains to civill honeſty ; as 


'perance, Juſtice, &c. but when the very inward affeRi- 

ons -are renewed, . there-is the triall of true SanRifica- 

|tiOn«. _ Fs ad 

. «, - Signs of it are: r- Hatred of fin, becauſe it is fin; this | 
a:note of a ſanRified heart, deteſtation of ſin becauſe ſin. 

[2. Purging of our ſelves,as well from little, as from great 

ſins; 1 Theſe 5..22.. 3: Confcionable walking in all Gods 

'Commandements, Zxk.1.6. P/al. 119. Laſtly, Hatred 

of: the World, .and AffiiGions, for Righteouſneſs ſake, 
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' wereundry Heathen famous. for morall. vertues,of Tem- | 


| 


truth, in reſpe& of thy ſelf;when God gives theethis Par- | 
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Cuar. Tr, wpon the Prophet Malachy. Z V.zn.2.3. 


conjoyned : Eſau Facobs brother, . of the ſame Parents,of 
the ſame Birth, Conception, yet Facob /oved ; Thic like we 
ſee: tn many: places; two in company,the one teccived, the: 
other forſaken ; two in a bed, the one received, the other 
refuſed ; Father ſometimes choſen, Children :refuſed, as. 
Abraham and Iſhmael, Iſaac and Eſau, David and Ab- 
ſalom.. NEG DOTS A BIKE. 

,' Letno man therefore pleaſe himſelf in this, thathe is 
born of a religious Parent, or hath religious Kindred'; as 
the Jews, oh. 8.33. They had e Abraham to their Fa- 
ther, See Mat. 3.9- Think not to ſay,ve have eAorabam 


to onr father ; Indeed, A bleſſing it'is, to be born of religi- 


ons Parents: x Becauſe within. the outward Covenant. 
2; Berefit:.of holy Education. 3,0 Vertnous' Examples : 
but Ezck; 18, Jf the Son ſhall tary from his Fathers ver- 
two example; Tt is his curſe, that ever he had ſuch a Fa- 
ther, by conſequent. 4. Temporall/ mercies thou mayeſt 


| partake by their means, -25'the Lord ſpeaksof 1/bmat!, 


Gen. l7:20. :: Fo 


Now, as rouching EleQion ir ſelf; for the unfolding 


| of it, this order is obſervable-; to (hew, © 1. That it is, 


2. What it is.. 3. Of Whom. -4. Why, or the Cauſe 
Motive. #105 * } 76 30 991208) 4 
For the firſt, that it js., Infinite are the placesto prove 


it, Mat.22.14. Few choſen ; Mat 24.24. The Elett from | 


the fore corners of the World ; And it confutes'thar ſot- 
tiſh error of ſore, otherwiſe learned; that will have no-. 
thing determined certaine, touching,mans Elecion,before 
his Birth; but that the Lord made man without deter- 
mining any thing certain touching his finall eſtate. ObjeR. 
Then vaine Holy life > e£»/wv. Not ſo, for that is the 
meane of attaining the right end, Heb. 12,14. Object. 
Vaine Exhortations? Aj», Not ſo, for- they alſo are 


| Means! ObjeRt. Freewilt taken away,and fatall neceſfity 


mm 


_broogh 


- Afecond generall thing,” how the Lord putterh Uiffe.. 
rence in his Election and Love betweers parties neerkeſt | 


Uſe. 
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| Cu Jon 4. A Commtttery, with Notes, | V xx. 2,3. | 


Uſe. 


| whexeby:he chooſtth and: calleth ſome out of mankind, 
{| to -be. Heires of: Salvation': Or, as Bellarmine well de-: 


brought-in ?- e-Lſw,' Neceſlity of Infallibility only, not 
forced tobelieve; but God that works the wills,knows 
| how ſweetly to frameandencline them. | : 

| For the ſecond, What it is; It is an AR of God, 


ſcribes it; A part of Providence, whereby ſome certaine: 
men are mercifully ſeleted out of the maſs of Deſtructi- 
on, and directed by infallible means to life eternall. 

' - But, ſee; we. the eanſe moving God thereto : Falſe 
| cauſe, Preyiſion of good works z that no: cauſe, for we 
were predeſtinated to be holy, Eph.1.4. Not becauſe we 
were holy ; And 2; Roy. 9, direftly excluded, 3. The 
very end of EleRion croſſed, which is, toſhew the works 
and glory of Gods gracc. '4. The firſt cauſe orders the ſe- 
con 

fi 


ndary, not,on thecontrary ; not good uſcof freeewill 
oreſcen ; Sce Teh. k: 13. Fam. 18. Regeneration not 
cauſed thereby, much leſs Eleftion-: Nor could any inclt- 
nableneſs of will be foreſeen in perverſe. man ; not Faith, 
for that is a fruit of EleRtion;e AT. 13.48. 1 Cor.7.25. 
And,not cauſe of vocation, but effeR;much leſs of EleQti- 
on ; Not Chriſt hiniſelf 5 Reaſon is ; for that Chriſt as 
Mediatour, falls under decree of Election ; the end firſt 
thought on before the means : True cauſe, the good will 
and pleaſure of God, A/at. 1 1,26.cven becauſe he would; 
and, Rowe g.15,' He hath mercy on: Whom he will have 
NE Bn GE TENTH T Ns wa, 26> 14 

- It teacheth, us to aſcribe all the glory of our EleRion, 
Calling, and al{ftuits thereof, unto God;and ſtill to (ay, 
that God choſe. me, was: bis grace; ,hotimy. merit or 
boned i ne Som bo ll ants gd :6 ah 

-, Of whom] Mat 214, Of a few, asappears by the 
| fraits, as faith, ſanRification, holy obedictice 3 (Few, not 
in themſelyes,but comparatively '; as a bag of ſand hath a 
numberleGnymber offand; yet.in compariſonioF. all the 


_- 
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| Cas Po 1s / upen theProphet Malachy: .V en.2,3% 


This is hard in the Lord ;' fortthat any oneis choſen;ishis 
Bece grace; and he-may do wich. hisown whar him plea- 
ſech; Ir is his meer good pleafure,to magmific his'grace up- 
on his own. Lac) and = 
Firſt then, Follow not the:Multitude, for they go the 
broad way. 2.Strive to enter in atithelirajght Pate: and 
ter this: wacae thee, £0: labour, andeateayou the more 
_—_— ro frive--to make-thy Calling-and t leftion 
Be. 25 .. , . : ' | ;z 4 4,9? 


that there is Reprobation, appears, becatiſe! rhere-is Ele 
Rion,” 2. God hath/not Mercydn all." $7 Yhert ate Veſ.. 
ſels of wrath prepared t> deſtrattion,” Ron, 9422 and 
| 4. ordained to this Judgement. 4. Effects, denyall'vf 
eans to many for Salvation, 7 ON OA 
If any aske what it is ? Reprobation is #t-Aﬀof G08, 
whereby he determines, not to haye mercy on ſome, bnt 
to Teave Them to deſtruQion, for the glory of his juſtice. 
For the moving caufe, pf Eleftiorns that that may be 
known, we arc £0 conceive. the Acts of 'Reprabarionts 
_ -| betwo.; I: A.decreenop tohave my this Abſgdlure, 


nane fay,this.iv:injury;fer God ishongd tdnons, Row. 11. 
33-therefore, aint Paw refers al to fodds. ill, and.ad- 
miresthe depthiof this ſecxer; which. had rheenvain, if.che 


| on ; this hath ſome naſpet ante he yok any nn 
ſice, in reſpec of Execution : And therefore, though it 
be truexhar-God refuſeth ro (hew'mercy,only becgulg he 
-will ; yer he ordaines'no' man to-damination,\but Fer his 

Sin ; 7*#4a; Uamagd forhbis ſin; —— 

not that, no-othericaufe;buCGods WIN ot ,erÞoi C1 
Of whom] 'Of tho -preatcft 'partig rheworld;'Ob. 
'} Means vouchfafed to all? e4»ſw. Not fo, Har. 17, 
21,22-and to whom vouckſafed; the res = 

: of i.;.8 


——— 


eAnd batedEfau.} - That is Reprobated' B/ſeu : Now, 


and. hath :no; exhcr\ eaſe; tugabe Wall gh: Godz/An let] 


cauſc thereaf be forelight of {in andgdilebegience..c..T heff 
ſecond AQ,is qudinationainto puniſhment and Daroati- || 


_ 


| 
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Uſe. 


| whereby he chooſtth and calleth ſome out of mankind, 
{|-to be. Hdires of: Salvation': Or, as Bellarmine well de-! 


| how ſweetly to frame andencline ther. 


_ 
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brought in ?- Lf. Neceſlity of Infallibility only, not | 


forced tobelieve ; but God that works the wills,knows 
; For the ſecond, What it is; It an AR of God, 


ſcribes it;; A part of Providence, whereby ſome certaine! 
men are mercifully ſele&ed out of the maſs of DeſtruQi-, 
on, and direed by infallible means to life cternall. 

But, ſee: we. the eanſe moving ' God thereto : Falſe: 


| cauſe, Preyiſion of good-works z that no;cauſe, for we; 


were predeſtinated to be holy, Eph.1.4. Not becauſe we 
were holy ; And 2; Roy. 9, direftly excluded, 3. The 
very end of Eleion croſſed, which is, to ſhew the works 
and glory of Gods grace. '4. The firſt cauſe orders the ſe- 
condary, not,on thecontrary ; not good uſe of free=will 
foreſcen ;. Sce Toh. k: 13. Fam-1. 18. Regeneration not 
cauſed thereby, much keſs Eleftion-: Nor could any inclt- 
nableneſs of will be foreſeen in perverſe man ; not Faith, 
for that is a-fruit of Eleftion;e At. 13448. 1 Cor.7.25. 
And,not cauſe of vocation, but effe&;much leſs of Elei- 
on ; Not Chriſt hiniſelf 5 Reaſon is ; for that Chriſt as 
Mediatour, falls under decree of EleRion ; the end firſt 
thought on before the means : Truc cauſe, the good will 
and pleaſure of God, Hat. 1 1.26.even becauſe he would; 
and, Rowe g.15,' He hath mercy on: Whom he will have 
Ger IT re ttt oo hw CN x 

- It teacheth, us to aſcribe all the glory of our EleRion, 
Calling, and all fruits thereof, unto God;and ſtill to (ay, 
that, God choſe;:me, was: his. grace; ,hotimy. merit or 
ERR: ref Sham kno wh; a9 ate 105 6 Fill 

-, Of whom] Mata2,14, Of a few, asappears by the 
| fraits, as faith, ſanRification, holy obedictice 3 Few, not 
in themſelves,but comparatwely ; as a bag of ſand hath a 
namberleſsnymbe offend; yet-.ia comparifonioF. all the 


ſangs.of; the $02, :cven. axnMbing = Atd levfd — | 
ae | This 
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| This is hard inthe Lord j ; for}rhit any oneis choſen;ishis 
Fece grace; and he-may do wich. his own what him plea. 
ſech; Ir is his meer good pleafure,to magnific his grace ups 
on his OWN. ' 

Firſt then, Follow not- the: Multicude, tos they & o the 
broad way. 2. Strive to enter in atitheltrajght: Pate: and 
ter this: wacne thee, £0: labour, and endeavouR the mote 
+ ery ro Arive £0 make- thy Calling: and t leftion 

re, 
cated bane Efau,] That is Reprobatel'Z/m: «Note, 
that there is Reprobation, appears, becatiſe' rhere-is Ele. 
Rion, 2; God hathinot Mercydn all,” $; Thert ate Veſ- 
ſels of wrath prepared t doltruftion, Ron. 912268 
how 4- ordained to this Judgement, 4 Effects fdenyall! of 
eans to many for Salvation, '/ - 

If any aske what it is ? Reprobation is AR of ſe oh 
whereby he determines, not to haye mercy on ſome, bat 
t6 Teave” Them to deſtruRion, for the glory of his juſtice, 
For the moving cauſe, pf Eleftions that that may be 
known, ''we axe £0 conccive the Acts of Reperabariants 


-| be:two. ; I A. decreenot tobave — this Abſelure, 


and -hath;nor echer\ eaſe, hugbe Wall oh:GadzAng let | 


naneſfay,this.is:ivjury;for God inhongd townons,) Row. 11. 
33-therefore,Saint\ Paw refers al to fGads:.YWill; and.ad- 
Scechs depthiof this ſecxer; which: hed beenvein, tf che 
cauſe thereaf he forelight of fin and;dilebedience. .2..T he 
pum A&is q _ 4nto puntihment and Daroati- 
- this hath ſome P&tiALO ((n,.hein} Hy 7 


Siegiantald of —_— And therefore, though it 


be erne;thar-God refuſeth to ſhew'mercy, on horſe he 
-will ; yer;he ordaines'no' man to-damnation,but For his 


Sin; Fader arr my Aa —# _ rarive ;otby this, 
nor cher, no-othereaufeybneGo SIE Dr 
-. Of whom; 'Of ed Vo theworld:' Ob. 

[| Mcans vouckfafed to all? eAnſw. Not fo, UMat. 17, 
21,22.and to whom vouhlaſed, the — 
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Uſe. 


| *: (&v wnageific 
rt. FI Ods Proteſtation. |, 2: The peoples Exception. 


| by an Aargument:from: an. effe&; wherein he appeales to 
| chemſclyes, for witneſſes :: Die boe ſupra; Hatredof Eſas, 


ME IE 


Cuay. t. A Commentary, with Notes, Vzx.3,4,5. 


them of excuſe, ,, QbjeR##;Chriſt ranſomed all > eAv/w. 
Not ſo, F0h,'17+9, Ioft. 1 Per. 2. Anſw. The place to 
be underſtood,of the Power of a Maſter over his Servant. | 

Ob. Then God cauſe of Damnation? Anſw. De- 
ficient, not" Efficient, being not bound ; beſides, betwixt 
the Decree and Execution comes ſin. Maryaile not at this, 
That the moſt part of the world believe not, nor are con- 
verted ; God hath armed us againſt this Temptation. 
2. Sec here the cndleſs love of God to us whom he hath 
choſen ; thatleaving many, nay, the more part, that had 
deſerved as much as we, yet choſe us and left them. 
Signs :_ 1. Denyall of means finall. 2, Curſing of the 
means unto them, 7/4. 6. 10. 3. Their own contempt of 
the means vouchſafed. 4. Apoſtacy finall, Heb, 10.26, 27. 
Theſe not known to us, wherefore we hope well of all,till 
the Lord diſcover. . 


1 067 357 WBRo $o hp 3c | 

<And I hated Eſau, and laid his Mountaines and bis He- 
. ritagewaſte,for the Dragons of the Wilderneſs ; Where- 
As Edom ſaith, We are 1 eriſhed, but Wwe will return 
and build the deſolate places : Thus ſaith the Lord of 
Hoſts, They fhall build,but I will throw down; eAnd 
they ſhall call them the border of wickedyeſſe, aud the 
people againſt whom the Lord hath indignation for ever. | 
eAnd jour _ ſhall ſee, andye ſhall ſay, The Lord will 
agnifiel from the border of Uracl,"i | 


- QI3:; The Lords Confirmation of what he proteiterth, , 


manifeſted-by 4: fign, their deſolation;” where the Anti- 
theſis is underſtopd. | | 


. Wilderneſ\ for Dragoxs, that is, without — , As 
ence 


ſa, þ = nbd 
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ls. he. At. eta. 


Hence obſerve, That externall aflitions are unto Re- 
probates, teſtimonies of Gods hatred, Reaſon, Becauſe 
no ſuch are freed from the curſe of the Law, Gal.3.19. 
branches whereof even thoſe outward afflitions are, 
Dext.28. examples are extant : Not the leaſt Sickneſs, 
Infamy, Penury, Famine, Baniſhment, Death, all ſtand 
\ unto ſuch, in the nature of Curſes, as the Law propounds 
| them ; A ſign of which is, For that they all work to- 
gether for cvill unto ſuch ; whereas it is contrary in them 
who love God, Rem.8.28. They do bat harden ſuch, as 
Pharaoh ; or cauſe blaſphemy, as in many, bringing out 
into the eyes of men the hiddea Corruption of the Heart. 


ObjeR. If any ſhall ſay, They are made teſtimonies of 


love? Heb.12.6. eAnſw. So arc they to Gods Children, 
not to Reprobates : To them, they are fatherly Chaſtiſe- 
ments: To theſe, ſevere Puniſhmenss ; a (ign whereof is, 
That they are driven, by them, the farther from God. 
Hence then it will follow, That from CorreRions we 
cannot conclude certainty of EleQion, or of the Love of 
| God : No man can thusreaſon, The Lord follows me | 
with croſſes, therefore he hath choſen me to Salyation ; 
For, To ſome men they are pledges, and teſtimonies of 
his wrath and hatred, and as one well terms them, Arr:i- 
um inferorum : And therefore vain is that concluſion of 
many, from Corrections to Gods love : As, How often 
heare we it, from profane men ; They doubt not, they ſay, | 
but God loves them ; Why ? . Becauſe he follows them 
with Judgments ; never without one croſs or another, in 
Children, Goods, good Name, Body, Mind. In ſummie: 
Theſe Externall things arc ever to be meaſured, according | 
to Perſons ; not Perſons according to them. Ir istrue, 
That Croſſes to Gods Choſen,are tokens of his love; but 
croll;s-to a Caſtaway, are Pledges of his hatred 3. And. 
though it be ſaid, That whomſocver Godiloyes, himhe 
corrects ; yet is it not convertible, That. whomfoever God |' 
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corre&s, him he loves, Saul had h's puniſhment, 2s well 
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as David his Troubles ; 1/2mael Famine, as well as 1/aac, 
&c. Yet neither beloved God. 

What then is to be done, in this caſe, for comfort ? If 
'thon wilt have comfort in a Crofs, look to this ; Art thou 
choſen ? called, &c. Then Crofles are Comfortable ; If 
no token of EleQion, ſuſpet thy ſelf. 
| 1 might apply this unto our ſelves, unto many amongſt | 
us, whom the t ord hath long fol.owed with heavy judg- 
ments externall, robbing of Children, or heart-breaking 
with ungracious Children: Beloved, I fay not, where 
thefe are, there the men arc hated ; bat yer, where theſe 
_— are amongſt fome, they are tokens of Gods Ha- 
rred. 

What then to be done in ontward Croſſes ? Firſt, 
Look to therr iflue, and fruit, that they have in thee ; As 
7, If they humble thee for thy ſins, Zer.5 3. 2. If they 
briog neerer unto-God, Hoſcs. 15. 3. If they make thee 
feare before God, not only whilethey are felt, bnt after 
they are removed : Pharaoh cries peccavi, and promi- 
ſeth amendment while the Rod is on him ; E/a» howls | 
whiteſt he is under the hand of God ; the wicked Jews, | 
Ezra g. crouch, whileſt the hand of God prefſeth them; | 
but when a little eaſe is given them, they break the Come | 
mandements; ver.10. | | 

God otherwiſe correas his own Children, otherwiſe | 


witftthe wicked ; See 2 Cor.4.8,9. His 0 
Is: 54.7,0-His 


made, of love,to his people. 
2. The 


EI" 
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2. The difference of their fins: It ig true, that Gods 
| Children are ſometimes overtaken with the ſame ſins,that 
others are ; But, though the ſame (ins, yet not inlike 
meaſurecommitted ; One, with an high hand : The other, 
of frailty. | 
And this ſhould comfort Gods Children againſt all 
common judgments, wherewith the Lord ſhall chaſten, 
or viſit us; As,what have we not cauſe to expeR,in regard 
of our fins ?Wicked men fooliſhly thus reaſon, to the de- 
luding of their ſoules, 7/a. 28. 15. though a plague run | 
over all, yet it ſhall not come nigh them ; for, they have 
| made a Covenant with Death,&c. Gods Children may 
better thus reaſon, though they cannot aſſure themſelves 
to be exempted from common Calamities, yet, from the 
meaſure of them ; For with the Lord, they are at agree- 


| ment. 


Beloved, What plagues we, in this Land, have cauſe to 
feare ; The Commonneſs, and height of ſin, in our Mul- 
titnde, and chat communication with them, in a meaſure, 
by Gods Children, who ſecth not ? And it is good for 
us all, to prepare to meet the Lord by Re : But 
| yer, this is our comfort ; there ſhall be a difference be- 
twixt the Righteous and Wicked; betwixt him, that ſer- 
yeth God, and him, that ſerveth him not, The means, 
whereby the Lord provides for the comforts of his own 
Servants, Theſe: 1. He delivers them from the T A- 
tion, as he did Lot, Noah, &c. 2. Or elſeprovides a 
mean for reſticution, Ez.9. 3. Comforts inwardiy,in af- 
flictions. 4. Takes from evill to come, 2 Kings 22-30. 

Edom /aith, we are impoveriſhed,but we will return,and 
build the deſolate places. |Mark here the natureof wicked 
men, oppoſing themſelves to the power of God, and the 
courſe of his Judgments, & providence:We are impoyeri- 
{hed,but we wil'return & build the deſolate places; J/z 9: 
Lo.Zphraim,in the pride and pr ion of their hearcs; 
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fay, The Bricks, indeed, ave fallen dovon, bus wewill build 
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it again With hewen ſtones; the wild Fig-trees are cut dovyn, 
but we Will change them into Cedars. Pharaoh, though he 
ſees, the more he oppreſſeth, the more the people grew, 
through Gods bleſling ; yer ccaſeth not toattempt their 
deſtruftion-: And, when 1/rael flies, yet ceaſeth nor to 
purſue them,till he be deſtroyed with his People. Exod. 14. 
The Scribes, and Thariſees, though they ſee ill the Dif. 
ciples growing, and the number of Believers co be multi- 
plicd ; yer, ceaſe they not to perſecute ; So was it with 
Saul againlt David. 

And, at this dav, How {trive men with their Maker, 
the Potſheard with the Potter! though they ſee the hand 
of God againſt them, yet {till are tighters againſt the | 
Lord ; See At.5.;9. Gamaliel yet could thus ſay, If it 
of God, ye cannot deſtroy it, except.you will be found fighters 
againſt the Lord « But, let Gods children learn to humble 
themſelves for their ſins, under the mighty hand of God : 
more prevalent to turn away Gods wrath, is unfeigned 
Repentance,than allche power and might of man:Ir is ex- 
cellently ſaid of 7ob,Cha.9. v.q. He is wiſe in heart, and 
mighty in ſtrengrh, who ever was ſcen againit him,that 
hath proſpered ? And, how vain ſuch contentions are, 
he ſheweth by his might, in the mightieſt Creatures : 


{ This therefore let us do, when as we ſhall ſee the Lord 
| againſt us ; humbly deprecate his judgments, but feare to 


{tand out againſt him. 
T hey ſpall build, bat I Will throw down. ] When God 
means to deſtroy, no man can withſtand, or hinder deſo- 


| lation ; The Ephraimites promiſed unto themſclyes Reſt- 


ing, the Lord had denyed the contrary, therefore they 
ems An 130 years after the death of Chriſt, the Jews, 

y the leave, and help of 7#/;a» the Emperour, attemp- 
ted to re-edifie their City and Temple ; but mark, how 
the Lord, becauſe his Counſels mult {tand, and becauſe he 
will be known to be true in his threatnings, cauſcth feare- 
full thundrings, lightnings, and Earthquakes to ariſe, 


many 
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many of them lain, and all driven from their attempts ; 
And other ſtories record many huge hoſts of Jews, at- 
tempting the recovery of their Holy Land, and their di- 
perſions : The hke ye may fee in the Lords dealing 
againlt Antichriſt ; many attempts have they made to de-| 
ſtroy, with the name of Larher, and Calvin, the whole 
| cruth of God, and to re-citablith their Kingdom of 1do- 
latry; but yet ſee we him blaſted by chi: bevel of the 
Lords mouth ; and though an utter conſumption cannot 
be expected till the brightneſs of Chriſts coming, 2 Theſ;, 
2.8. Yet this they can never hope for, The recovery of 
their full power, and dominion they once had in the| 
Chriſtian world. t ſ 
What doth this teach us, but to tremble before the ; V/e. 
Lord, when as we ſce his judgments begin to take courſe | 
againſt us; and to take heed, how we harden ourſelves | 
co his reſiſtance, that is, to our own utter overthrow 
and deſolation? It is the faſhion of many, when they 
ſce the Lord croſſing their atrempts, or weakening their 
<tate juſtly, for their fins, yet ſtill to attempt their forti- 
fication, without humbling themſelves for their ſins : But 
it is vain to ſtrive, when the Lord will deſtroy ; In theſe 
days of ſecurity, how many fond, and profane ſpeeches 
have been heard ; That they will not ceaſe till they have 
brought Corne to ſuch a rate, &c? Beloved, it were well 
to depend upon Gods bleſſing, if wehad turned from 
our ſins : But, thus deſperately to oppoſe againſt the will, 
and decrees of the;Lord, without humiliation, how vain 

is it? | 
' eAnd they ſhall call them the border of Wickedneſs, | 
It may be d?manded, what was the cauſe of this irrecove- 
rable deſolation brought upon Edom ? Theſe ſpeciall fins 
we may fee ſet down, A»m.20.18. Ezek.25.13+fer.49. 
& ali/1; bur ſpecially, if ye read the Prophecy of Oba- 
diah, where this judgment of God is denounced againſt 
the Edomites, and the cauſes thereof ſpecified, | 
D 3. | One 


ms ——_— 


NE ND NE CEE IONS 


23 


Obſerv. 


Obſerv. 


Cuar.1n. A Commentary, with Notes, Vnn.3,4,5. | 


One was uakindneſs to the people of God, denying 
them, in their paſſages, common courteſies, Num. 20.18. 
Another was, Cruelty againſt his Brother Zacob, in thar, | 
not only they helped them not againſt their Adverſaries, 
but were partakers with them in their cruelty : And third- 
"ly, Inſulting over them in their afiftions, vey. 10. 

Now then mark here, How fearefull a fin it is, and 
how the matter of cxtreme deſolations, cruell uſage of 
the people of God : The Lord delights in this Title, 7he 
avenger of hu people, Luk. 18.7,8.and therefore, as Fames 
hath it, Chap. 5.6. Te havecandemned and killed the juſt, 
| therefore howle, Beloved, This is the common, and cry- 

ing fin of this Land ; unkindneſs, and cruelty offered to 

the people of God, eſpecially, to rhe Lords Prophets, 
and his Annointed, ard for which we have jult cauſe to 
feare an heavy judgment : And our own Congregation 
is not free ; How many lewd miſcreants tollerated in the 
heighr of iniquity ? If any man make ſhew of Religion, 
he only denyed common courteſic, and happy he that is 
firlt in his Afition; and how triumph they in ſuch a 
mans calamity ? Ler ſuch feare, They become not a By- 
word. 

Ver. 5. eAnd your eyes ſrall ſee, and ye ſpall ſay, The 
Lord will be magnified from the berder of 'ſracl.] We have 
here the uſe of this judgment,amongſt the people of God, 
namely, The cclebrating,and praiſing of the great power, 
and might of the Lord, in the deſtruftion of the Enc- 
mics of his people. 

Hence learn we, To haveour eyes open upon the judg- ! 
ments of God ; That no judgment, whether generall, or ; 
perſonall,may paſs our obſervation. The Reaſon is, be- 
cauſe they ſerve excellently to make our hearts ſtand in 
awc of the Majeity of God, and to admoniſh us of our ! 
own danger,in.caſe of likemisdemeanour ; See 1 Cor. Io. ! 

And here the blindacſs, or negligence of our people, 
mult be blamed ; Many are the judgments that we have 
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ſeen, and heard to be executed upon particular places. 
That fearefull inundatton, thoſe overthrows by thandrin 
and lightning ; the beggary of Drunkards; hardneſs © 
heart in Perſecutors: Our eyes ſhould be open, to take 
notice of this judgment ; partly, for our own admoniti- 
on ; partly for the praife of Gods mercy, for exempti 
| us. And haftly, To celebrate the praiſe of the power, an 
| juſtice of God, in the deſolation of his Adverſaries. 
ObjeR. May we then rejoyce in- the overthrow of 
Gods Enemics > eL»/w. Not (imply, as their deſtruQi. 
' on, but as manifeſtations of his glory ; See Exod. ry. 
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f 


4 / V EB Ro 6 , To 
A Son hononreth his Father, and a Servant hus Maſter : 


| ' Hoſts, nnto you, O Prieſts, that deſpiſe my Name ; ye 
offer polluted bread upon mine eAltar,&c, 


Name, that is, ſlcight regard of the worſhip of 
God : Whert firſt, is proved, that greater regard is due 
unto the Lord, by a reafon drawn from the double power 
of God, Fatherly, and of a Maſter: If a Farther, I 
ſhould be honoured; but a Father : The propoſition is 
| proved, for, A Son honoureth his Father. 2. Theſin, | 
and the partics, to whoſe charge it is laid, deſpifing of 
Gods Name, to the Prieſts. * 3. Their exception, and 
deniall. 4. The Lords reply, by an inſtance, ver. 7. un- 
cleane Bread. 5. The donbling of the exception by the 
Prieſts. 6. Aftcond reply of the Lord, likewiſe, by in- 


| The firſt Note wehavye here, isthis, That Civill, and 


1f then I be a Father, where 1s mine bonour ? Andif I | 
be a t Maſter, where is my feare? Saith the Lord of | 


He fecond fin here taxed, is, The defpiling of Gods | 


| 


| Obſer, I, 


| Domeſticall fubjeRion is approved by God : The antho- 
rity 
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Uſe 


| ſevere, and {irit Maſter ; and that meditation wrings 


rity of Maſters, and Fathers,,&c, this is apparent ; For 
Maſters Authority, read Ger. 16. 9. To Hagar, Go and 
humble thy ſelf to thy Miſtris ; Mat. 8. 9. The ſpeech 
of the Centurion approved by our Saviour; a clear point; 
I Core 7.21. Eph.6.5. Col.3.22. That ancient error, in 
the Appoltles dayes, reproved ; and their Reaſon, from 
the quality of Maſters ; If good, then equall : If evill, 
what dominion ? I anſwer, 1f good, the rather to be 
obeyed, 2 Tim. 6. 2. And, though there be cquality of 
right to Gods Kingdom, yet diſparity of power, in re- 
ſpeR of externall ſtate : TFevill, yet to be obeyed, 1 Per. 
2.18. 17.6.1. though nor inevill ; the Reaſon, it 
hinders not faith, 1 Cor.7.21. Contrary cauſcth blaſphe- 
my of Gods truth. 

The next thing here obſeryable, is, How God muſt be 
acknowledged, not only as a Father, but as a Maſter alſo; | 
and dutics to him performed, mingledly,of feare and love: 
As a Father, we love; asa Maſter, we mult feare; there- 
fore, thus propounded, 1 Per. 1.17. Father,which judgeth; 
The Reaſon is, becauſe, If without love.or teſpet thereto, 
it is laviſh ; if without reſpet to Majeſty, Nleightly ; Beit 
duties done, when both are mingled, Ros. 11. 22. both 
bounty, and ſcvcrity ; one cauſeth chearcfulneſs, the other, 
reverence. ” ID 
| Now then Beloved, Learn we to acknowledge the Lord 
to be ſuch unto us, that in all dutics performed, thoſe two 
vertues, Love and Fearc may meet rogether z And what 
ever duty thou performelt, conlider God, not only as a 
Father, to wink at;imperfeAions, but alfa as a Maſter,to 
correct ſeverely,contempt : But theſe ye ſhall ſee diſjoy- 
'ned, in molt mens praQice: Some talk of Gods love, 
and mercy, and,he will ſpare as a Father ; but, will you 
ſee what this naked conſideration of the Loveof God, 
'and his mercy, breeds? either abſolute negleR, or eight 
performance of holy dutics ;- Some apprehend God, as a 


from 


—_— 


CHaP. 1. 


— — — — — — 


makes thee reverend ; Thus pray, thus live, 1 Per.1.17. 


That deſpiſe my Name. ] How, if any aske ? They 
offered uncleane bread, that is, profaned the worſhip of 


God ; Bread put, Synechdochically, for any Sacrifice ; 
For the underltanding whereof know, that there were 
certaine Beaſts, by Gods ordinance, uncleane,ſome cleane; 


The diſtinAtion we have, Ger.6.7.ſome that God had ſan- | 


Aifyed, to be offered in ſacrifice; ſome otherwiſe : This 
cheirfirſt ſin, That they offered ſuch things, as God had 
forbidden to be offered. - 

There cannot be a greater contempt offered to the Name 
of God, than to offer untohim things prohibited : The 
Gentiles,and Ifraclites,condemned for this, though full of 
Deyotion; they ſpared not their own Sons, & Daughters, 
from offering them in ſacrifice : In 1 Sam. 15* Saulhad 
reſerved the eLmalekites Cattell, yea, the fat of them, 
for ſacrifice, yet, is deprived of his Kingdom, becauſe the 
Lord had curſed them with a Curſe, 

And therefore, Let this teach us to take heed how we, 
in the ſubſtance of Gods worſhip, offer him any thing, 
that he hath either forbidden, or not enjoined. Will. 
worſhip, it is the common ſin of our People ; Faiting in 
Lent, the higheſt point of Devation ; outward geſtures, 
a great part of their Religion ; their eye ſhould beto 
what the Lord enjoineth, and labour for a right under- 
ſtanding of the manner, and ends of enjoyning. 

eAnd ye ſay, wherein havo We deſpiſed thy Name 2] 
Note here the nature of an Hypocrite, ready to jultihe 
himſelf, when the Lord himſelf reproves, and layeth fin 
co his charge : gladly would they ſeem righteous, in the 
fight of God; and put off from them the Accuſations | 


wpon the Prophet Malachy. V un, 6,7: 


| from them ſome ſervices, but {laviſhly performed, and 

therefore not acceptable unto God : He beſt doth duties, 
that mingleth both ; thus heare, beholding Gods love, 
that makes thee cheerefull ; conſidering his Majeſty, that 
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laid to their charge: Our Saviour layeh this ſin to the | 
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charge 
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charge of Phariſees, Lak. 16. 15, Ye are they that juſtifie 
your ſelves before men ; This was Eves fault,Gen.3. ſhift- 
ing her fanlc off to the Serpent, e-Fdamn, to the woman; 
Sanl, I have obeyed the wowe of the Lord, 1 Sam. 15. The 
Reaſons are, 1. A deſire, through hypocrifie, to ſeeme 
righteous; no man fo vile, but would gladly avoid the 


forget the Lord to be a ſearcher of ſecrets, and tricr 
of the hearts, and reines, 3. That opinion of rightcouſ- 
neſs, and Religion, they have obtained among men ; See 


- | Zuk;16.15.This fin, through their groſs ignorance, rife 


s our People. 
d, Let it reach Gods Children better things : The 
{t man is the Accuſcr of himſelf, and free confeflion of 
ſins, his mark. : 

Ver.7. Ye offer polluted Bread, ] The Lord inſtanceth 
in particulars : So then, Particularizing is the beſt mean, 
to bring men to the acknowledgment of their fins; So the 
Lord here : So Samnel, 1 Sam. 12.19. in asKing a King : 
So Peter, eA&.2.23. The murther of our Lord ; So Sre- 
phen, Att.7.51. Their reſiſting of the Holy Ghoſt, ſpeak- 
inginthe Prophets: Zahn Baptiſt to Herod, CHat 14.4. 
Pax] before Felix, of Temperance, eAts 24. 25, The 
Reaſon is, becauſe it is naturall to every man, to wind out 
of generall Accuſations ; and when reproofes are mini- 
ſred in groſs, they do little good ; ſuch ſhifting there is 
from generalities. 

Then ſee we here a Miniſters warrant for particulari- 
Zing the ſins of his own people; A courſe generally diſta- 
ſed, though moſt wholeſome,and the beſt means to make 
the Word work to humiliation. 3. We are taught, ( but 
ſo, as we gutd our words with diſcretion ) to whom the 
| Miniſtry is committed, to labour hereto, for the good of 
our People. 3. Youthat are the people ; To be content, 
to have _ particular fins, the ſores of yo#t ſoules, ript 
| up, and id open. 4 To apply generalls co particulars ; 


_——.. 


_— 


Corrs, Comme ox. £5. | 


| ceuſure of Arheiſme, and> profaneneſs. 2. That they | 


| 


and 


GI” 


| they ſacriftce, no matter how. 


| cciving of the Sacraments, &c. But know, Beloved, That 
| can pleaſe : Whercfore, Let us all be admoniſhed, 


| ſelf, a great King, CILal. x. ult. 3. Before whom ; be- 


Cuar. 
and ſo ſhall ye beſt profit, in hearing. 

A ſecond fin laid to the charge of the Prieſts, and peo. 
ple, is fleight performance of the Worſhip of God: So 


So then, note this as.an heavy ſin, For a man ſleightly 
to performe the Worſhip of God, without regard to the 
Majeſty of God, or the holineſs of his Worſhip ; yea, 
though the things done be commanded ; for example, To 
pray, is a thing commanded ; but, to pray fleightly, or 
unreverently, a thing abominable : The Lord profeſleth, 
I/a. 1.12. that he had not required what they perform- 
cd, that is, held them in as little cſteeme, as if he had not 
commanded them, in regard of their bad manner of per- 
formance : The Reaſon 1s, becauſe the Lord looks not ſo 
much to the outward work, as to the inward AﬀecRion 
of the heart ; meaſures Religion by fincere AﬀeRion, not 
by multitude, or works done, in the ſervice of God, . 

Here then, ſee what our people may judge of alltheir 
ſervices, that unreverendly they performe : This yery fin 
is rife amongſt our people, whoſe whole worſhip confi- 
ſteth in outward obedience ; pray they muſt, how they 
pray; not to be regarded ; Hence, they think a duty, re- 


uoreverence more diſpleaſeth, than outward obſcrvance 


when we come before God, to ſharpen our affeRions,and 
intentions to the utmoſt, that the Lord may have pleaſure 
in our ſacrifices. | | 

- For this cauſe, weigh, 1. It is Gods work; and re- 
member, who hath ſaid, 7er.48. 10, Curſed i he that doth 
the Lords work, negligently. 2. To whom ; to God him- 


fore God, and Angels, e4&#, 16:33. | | 
Hence, learne-we to humble our ſelves, not only for the 
omiltion of duties ; but, for the imiperfeRt manner of our 
ſervices : Thou halt not all done; in Repentance, when 
E 2 thou | 


— 


» I. $pon the Prophet Malachy. Vx. 6,7. : 


; 


Obſerv. 


Uſe 


——— 


Obſer. | 


Obſerv, 2, 


thou haſt bewailed thy groſs ſins; and wilfull omiffions ; 


reſpe& of the coldneſs of performance ; as hearing 'coldly, 
praying coldly. 


Vs-x.8. 


Je offer the Lame, and Sick, 15 it not evill ? offer it now 
wunts thy Governour: Will he be pleaſed With, or accept thy 
perſon, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts? GE 


[5 pen here the faſhion-pf a' wicked Hypocrite, 70 
keep the beſt ro themſelves, and ſerve God with that, 
that is moſt deſpicable ; See Ger.4. 3. Cain brings an of- 
fering, but as if he cared not what, of the fruits of the 


Flock. -1. The firſt fruits. 2. The fat. 3. The firlt born. 
4. The firſt dap of the week. 
And generall is this ſin, at this day : Sce the ſtrength of 
youth given to vanity; when old, then they will bethink 
rhemſelves of ſerving God ; Health to the Devill, ſickneſs 
toſerye God ; when no other buſinefs, then heare a Ser- 
mon ; under{tanding,and wit-in the prime, bent to other 
ſtudies ; Religion the laſt, when- underſtanding is gone ; 
Therefore, mark how Gods judgment is upon ſuch, their 


rith in their (ins; ſeldome, or never, ſee you anyſuch | 
come religions, being forſaken of God : And let it be an 
admonition, to take. heed, how we thus ſerve God with 
therefuſe : A Child of God thinks nothing too deare, an 
Hypocrite, any thing good enough. - , | 
Apply theſe types co the truth, they had.a-double ſig- 
nification : they figred Chriſt, that' Lamb undefiled;and 
wichoat ſpot ; bur'withall, figured ſome things tobe re- 
| garded of us, in our ſervices : As 1, The blind ſacrifice was 


a 


- 
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bur, in every good duty, thon haſt cauſe of hnmbling, in | 


And if ye offer the blind for ſacrifice, is it not evill ? and if | 


groung ; Abel, of the firlt fruits, and of the fat of the | 


| 


ſervices utterly rejected, andthemſclyes given overto = | 


\ 


a type of ignorant ſervices ; which are ever held abomi- 
} nable ; therefore S. Paubeybry'where calls for knowledge 
to be ground of all ſervice ; pray. with" underſtanding, 
1 Cor. 14.15-'Sing with underitanding; and Ros. 12.1, 
ſervices reaſonable called for :: Whence'it is evident; that 
all blind devotion of ignorant people, are abominable, ſa. 
 crifices ; See Roy. 10.2, their excu <is. bd KtioNs their 
| mind'; but he looks; thou ſhouldit alſo ktiow,&t!  * > 
| Lameneſs.7]ls hypecriſie, double-mindedneſs, Jam.r.s, 
and 1 Kiyg. 18:21. Halcing betwixt two, when nd con- 
ſent'betwixt the Aﬀection; and! Action : Gott did*nort 
allow ſowing of the field with, ſeeds divers ; not Litifie- 
woollie, in garments 5 nor -yoaking together'of!an Oxe, 
and an Aﬀe : wherefore, damnable is all doubling, in hy- 
pocrites ; Sce 1/a.29e13. They honour 'me With their lips, 
but their hearts are far from me © NOOOOOO 
* Sick; ] Or faint, or languiſhing ſervices ;* that come 
from us faintly, without cherrefiilneſs : rhe Lord would 
have the very ſtrength of our AﬀeRions, and Intentipns, 
| the whole ſtrength in his ſervices given nnto him : thoſe 
are faint, and languiſhing, that comie coldly from us. 
| _ Another added, Unblemiſted. 7] Whereby,; abſolute 
innocenty fignifted in” al thoſe, char wolſhip hin and 
| not the leaſt mixture of 'humane devices in Gods ſervice”; 
So that the very Prayers of a wicked man are all abo- 
minable, © | | OS. 4 
Laſt' of all, obſerve the Amplification of their {tm, 
what they would not dare, todo to men, , that they 'pre- 
ſume to-do unto God :' And fee, whether this, e not 
right the diſpoſition of opr People: If the King, yea, 'or 


ing to the Lords Table not regarded. 
: 3 
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Cuixy; I. apon the Prophet Malzchy: Ven}! 
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a meane man ſhonld ſpeak unto us, would we gaze,' or | 
ſleepe; or interrupt him ?A Preſerit to our Land-lord we | 
carry with all fiibmiſſion'; 'To God 'wecome,' hand -over | 
head: To our Friends Tabk we paſ$ nothutnanity, and | 
before'our Brerhren,we carry ourſelves revercntly ; Com- | 


PIC 
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C 29 


Obſerv. 3» 
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| accept. your Perſons, that is, approve you, or your 


1 3, . Prayer made the-only mean, to; qþtaine good: things, 


Cna?.T. A Commentary, with Notes, : Vzr.9. 


| V 5 R. 9. | | | 

end now, [ pray you, beſeech God, that he will be gracious 

unto 4 : this hath been by your means : Will he regard 
your perſons, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts? 


A Denunciation of Gods judgment againſt both 
Prieſts, and People, in reldeci of their profaning of 
the worſhip of God, : The judgments denounced are 
theſe: 1. The rejzeRtion of their Prayers, and Sacrifices. 
2. The tranſlating of his worſhip, from them to the 
The paſſige ntothioD n, b 
c paſſage unto this Denunciation, by prolepſis, on 
this ne bailg It is true, that in theſe — haye 
been faulty, but we will pray before God, that he may 
have mercy upon us, Sub : By an ironicall iffion, or 
injunction ; well, faith: the Prophet, do ſo, I pray you; 
pray before God for mercy,; And he gives a Reaſon, ; 
E manu veſtr& eft hoc ; 3s if he had ſaid, you indeed, had 
necd to pray, for, by your means, (that are the Prieſts,) 
all this profanation of the worſhip of God, hath been 
committed amongſt the people : Had you better inſtru- 
Red them, and, rejeRted their lame Sacrihices,profancneſs 
could neyer have grown to ſuch ahead. 
2. AcorreQion. Fill the Lerd accept ? (The interro- 
gation implies the ſtronger Negation) that is, He will not 


 ESUfetS.. | i 0-3 Mm | 
' A heavy judgment of God it is, to have out Prayers 
rejeted from acceptance; therefore this ſer down, here, 
as one heavy puniſhment ; Sec alſo, 1/2. 1,15. 

The DR I, Our own indigency of all good that 
may.comfort, 2, Expoſed to all dangers,bodily, ſpiritual. 


i 


' CAlar, 747. To remonecyills, 2aw..5.13, Common judg- 


as Chro.7.14 _ 
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no W horemonger,&c, ordinarily fuch. 
© Particularly, Let me rouch ſome ſpeciall ſins : Amongſt 


pray by number, and think, for that, they ſhall be heard: 


ther,of deſperate profancneſs,or,as thinking private devo- 


Cu Py T. _ the Prophet Malachy. Vun.9.1 


Take we heed of this jadgment : In what Rate ſoever 
it pleaſeth God to place me, at home, or abroad, in liber. 
ty,'or bonds, in plenty, or want, ſickneſs, or health ; me. 
thinks, yet, ſo long as free entrance Nands open to the 
throne of grace, and the Lord is ready to heare, when I 
cry forhelp, there is comfort . And, be my ſtate never fo 
proſperous in outward things, while God turns the deafe 
eare towards me, and is as one that heareth nor, I am 
miſerable, 12 1000 OE EN 
*.» And as of the Judgment, ſo, of the cauſes: Many 1| 
might reckon pp," as; 1. Ignorance 'of the Mediatour. 
2. AsKing things unlawfull;or, to ends unlawfull, Zem.4.3-| _ 
More ſpecially, impenitent living in any fin, Foh.g.31. God 
heareth not ſinners; and P/al.66-18. If 1 regard wicked- 
neſs in my heart, the Lord will not heare me ; Mark the 
phraſe, If 7 (regard) Wickedreſs in my heart ; if my affe- 
Fions, and purpoſes,be ro abominations : And, let them 
all lay it to heart , whoſe hearts, and affetions are en- 
tangled, in the fins-of the world : Our people, they arc 
generally thus minded ; They may whore, and ſweare, 
and drink, and be dranken, &c. all the week; and a little 
Sundaies Lip-labour in Prayer mult ſerve to propitiate for 
all cheir week-daics abominations : But,know, God hears 


6 
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the reſt, theſe are eminent. 

1.Contempt of the publique Miniſtery ; See for this, 
Pro.28.9. and Pro.1. Now then, confider what weare 
tothink of all that Lip-labour of recuſant Papilts, they 


Reculancy in our people, in forfaking the Aſſemblies ; ei- 
tions are better ſervices ; they can ſerve God at home ; 


juſt like, as if ſome Juſtice of: peace, when he is ca!ked to 
ſome ſpeciall ſervice for the King, at the generall Aſſize, 


or Seſſions, thould anſwer, He would ſerve the King at 


Sees 


home ; 


= 
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- | bome;; And, bow many preſent in the Congregation, 
whoſe hcartstremble not at the Word ? 7 
.A ſecond particular ſin, in this kind, is, Pro. 21.13 

Lack - of commiſeration of our Brethrens neceſſities ; 
chough men, ſo diſpoſed, make long prayers, yet the Lord 
will not heare. | 
' A third, thathere mentioned, Careleſs performance 
of the worſhip of God ; this makes all ſervices abomina- 
ble: Amonglt other Sacrifices acceptable toGod, there 
was one eſpecially pleaſing, namely, The ( whole ) burnt 
offering;' Figurmg, perhaps, that fervent affeRion that 
ſhould ſhew ir ſelf in every ſervice, performed by us to 
our God ; See Rom.12.11. other temper better fits in any 
thing, than inthe ſeryice of God. 

Again, Is it ſuch a. judgment, not to be accepted in 
praying ? Aheavy judgment therefore, to be void of the 
ſpirit of Prayer, and Deprecation ; as Zech. 12. 10. And, 
this the ſtate of our people, that cannot pray. 

T his hath been by your means. That is, the offering of 
blind, lame, &c. And ſo you ſhall ſee, in ſundry Scri- 
ptures, fins of People imputed to defects of Teachers, 

Ifany demand, why ? For default of better inſtruti- 
on, and negle& of duty. that way ; or, 2. In-regard of 
lewd life, cauſing the people to abhor the offering, 1 Sam. 
2 17. and drawing them by example. Or, 3. By admit- 
ting the lame ſacrifices, without reproofe,or rejection. - 

Bur, thus we ſee, That the fins of the people are impu- 
ted to the Miniſter, if he, at any time, be defective in du- 
ty ; ex. gr. their ignorance laid on the Miniſters, when 
they faile in inſtruftion ; their profanations imputed to 
| chem,when they faile, in admonition ; Ez*k.3.16,17,&c. 
| The Reaſon whereof, 1s this Principle z What ſin thon 

hindereſt not, within bounds of calling, that ſin is thine, 
by participation, and thine, as if thou hadſt commirted' 
it ; the Reaſon, -becauſc there lay on thee a bond of duty, 
| £0 hinderit ;- as Neh.13. 17. What evil thing is this _ 
| | ye) 


1 
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Cuar. 1. upon the Prophet Malachy. Ver. 9, 
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(7e ) do, tn breaking the Lords Sabbath ? | ye ] dobecauſe 
ye hinder not, by authority, and power of the ſword, 

And this ſhould teach us, to take heed, 1 Tim. 5. 22. 
that we partake not in other mens fins; and as by no 
other means, fo neither by this, admitting the lame and 
| blind, for ſacrifices : To apply it particularly : This ſin 
may we incur, by admitting a blind Idiot to the Lords 
Table ; whoſe Sacrifice, how can it but be blind, when 
as, alas | He knows not what he doth, neither is able to 
diſcerne the Lords Body : Surely, if the Lord imputeto 
che Levites the profaneneſs of the po becauſe they ad- 
mitted their Sacrifices, without diffe 


that admit the blind and lame to the Lords Table, I ſee 
not. En 
- And this, methinks, ſhould tay the fury and malice 
| ofunreaſonable, and eyill men, againſt Miniſters, in this 
behalf ; 'that they are carcfull not to admit, hand over 
head, every man that offers himſelf to the Lords Table : 
Now, Lord be mercifull to my perſonall ſins ! Iknow, if 
he ſhonld enter into judgment for the fins of mine own 
Perſon, I am not able to abide it ; but, if the Lord will 
| atfo impute to us the negles of our people;can any blame; 
if we deſire to keep off that burthen ? FAIT? 
And, let noman ſay, The Miniſter is excuſed, and the 
ſin is only the Parties, that adventureth ; This plea, if it 
could have holden, might haye been made by the Pricſts 
of the Jews : They offered ſuch as the people brought ; | 


had they brought better, better they would have offered; | 


yet this made their ſin, becauſe the Lord had forbidden | 
the offering of ſuch, upon what pretence ſoever brought 
unto them, | 


rence; how Mini-{! 
ſers can be free from profaning the Lords Ordinance, | 
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bome'; And, bow many preſent in the Congregation, 
whoſe hearts tremble not at the Word ? | 

A ſecond particular fin, in this kind, is, Pro. 21. 13s 
Lack | of - commiſeration of our Brethrens neceſſities ; 
chough men, fo diſpoſed, make long prayers, yet the Lord 
will not heare. 

A third, that here mentioned, Careleſs performance 
| of the worſhip of God ; this makes all ſervices abomina- 

ble: Amonglt other Sacrifices acceptable toGod, there 

| was one eſpecially pleaſing, namely, The ( whole ) burnt 
offering;' Figurmg, perhaps, that fervent affection that 
ſhould ſhew it ſelf in every ſervice, performed by us to 
our God ; See Rom.12.11. other temper better fits in any 
| thing, than inthe ſervice of God. 

Again, Is it ſuch a: judgment, not to be _— it 
praying ? Aheavy judgment therefore, to be void of the 
ſpirit of Prayer, and Deprecation ; as Zech. 12. 10. And, 
this the ſtate of our people, that cannot pray. 

T his hath been by your means. That is, the offering of 
blind, lame, &c,. And ſo you ſhall ſee,” in ſundry Scri- 
ptures, fins of Peopleimputed to defeats of Teachers. 

IFany demand, why ? For default of better inftructi- 
on, and negle& of duty. that way ; or,. 2. In-regard of 
lewd life, cauſing the people to abhor the offering, 1S4m. 
2 17. and drawing them by example. .Or, 3. By admit- 
ting the lame ſacrifices, without reproofe,or rejection. - 

But, thus we ſee, That the fins of the-people are impu- 
ted to the Miniſter, if he, at any time, be defective in du- 
ty ; ex. gr. their ignorance laid on the Miniſters, when 
they failein inſtruction ; their profanations imputed to 
| chem,when they faile, in admonition ; Zz*k.3.16,17,&c. 
| - The Reaſon whereof, is this Principle z What ſin thon 

hindereſt not, within bounds of calling, that ſin is thine, 
by participation, and- thine, as if thou hadſt committed ' 
it ; the Reaſon, becauſe there lay on thee a bond of duty, 
| £0 hinderit ;| as Neh.13. 17. What evil thing i this _ 
ye) i 
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ye hinder not, by authority, and power of the ſword, 
Andthis ſhould teach ns, to take heed, 1 Tim. 5. 22. 
chat we partake not in other mens ſins; and as by no 
other means, fo neither by this, admitting the lame and 
blind, for ſacrifices : To apply it particularly -: This ſin 


may we incur, by admitting a blind 1diot to the Lords | 


Table ; whoſe Sactifice, how can it but be blind, when 
as, alas | He knows not what he doth, neither is able to 
diſcerne the Lords Body : Surely, if the Lord imputeto 
che Levites the profaneneſs of the people, becaule they ad- 


mitted their Sacrifices, without difference ; how Mini-; | 
ſters can be free from profaning'the Lords Ordinance, | 


that admit the blind and lame to the Lords Table, I ſee 
nor. v4 | 
- And this, methinks, ſhould ftay the fury and malice 
of unreaſonable; and eyill men, againſt Miniſters, in this 
behalf ;'that they are carcfull not to admit, hand over 
head, every man that offers himſelf to the Lords Table : 
Now, Lord be mercifull to my perſonall ſins / Tknow, if 
he ſhonld enter into judgment for the ſins of mine own 
Perſon, I am not able to abide it ; bat, if the Lord will 
| atfo impute to us the negleAs of our people;can any blame; | 
if we defire to keep off that burthen ? (OFT 
And, let noman fay, The Miniſter is excuſed, and the 
ſin is only the Parties, that adventureth ; This plea, if it 
could have holden, might haye beet made by the Prieſts 


of the Jews : They offered ſuch as the people brought ;Þ 
had they broughr'betrer, better they would have offered; | 


yet this made their ſin, becauſe the Lord had forbidden 


the offering of ſuch, upon what pretence ſoever brought || 


unto them. 


(5e ) do, in breaking the Lords Sabbath ? [ yt] doybecauſe | 
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Whe 15 tbere even amnngyorn, that would hub the deoxes/ for 
nought ? neither do ye kindle. fire on mine Altar, for | 

| nought: 1 have na pleaſure in you, ſaith the Lord. of 

| 


Hefts, neither Wil.b accept anoff ering at youn aus, | 
Re<: in our Evg liſh, corrapt — Better thus,afl 


ter Tremellixie ; Who is'there amongſt you, that 
A&A. \ fins the doore, onfreecolt > or, doyoukindle 
| ./; :, tbe: fire, on. free«colt 2 The Interrogation, as. 
above; dents more ſtrongly. ;For tho meaning,we are to. || | 
know. That the Prieſis,, and Levites, ſerving'in the-San-: || 
Ayary, had'thtir ſoverall offices, and places, to ſervein, | 
Nam.3.8 4. 1Chre.25. & 26. ſome, to bear the Arke ;-/ 
ſome, to. keep the Lam p;; ſome; to- make clean: the-San- || 
Auary, avd Inſtrumentsthereof ; ſome, rodreſs chaSa- 
crifices ; ſomg,. a8: Porters, to-keeprhe door the Tem-s|| 
ear And, tq all theſe was! appointad: a portion of 
Lythes, and Oblations, far recompenecof theio ſervice: 
'Fhe. meancſt door-keeper was £0 liverob the Santuary, 
and&F<bavc his portion, fqr. prcendagier :. The: meaning, 
thengte this :: Thareis-nat. the Meanelt of: you; that: harh- 
ſerved me, in the meanelkplage, but I haveprovidedhim 
of maiatchance, as far recampence. For berry 
| Theſe words, then, <ontainan' Amplification of thofe | 
ets, anj] Le vites ins; That, whereas the Lord trad ſo- 
ibegally, rewarded eventhemennefiofthem, farthiciy fer-/| 
ites; they hack ng more; icare tg henourhim, and.to pre--| 
ſerve his wothip from profane. comempe.; | 
| - Hence-then- maybe obſerved'; That there is not the | 
eaneſt ſervice performed unto God, but hath his re- | 
ard : This'not only, in Miniſtery, but, in common life ; 
See Eph.6.8. Col. 3. 24. touching the offices of Servants 
to their Maſters. | 
ly confutes the ſpeech of profane men, a/. 3+ 14. | 
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| at thisday, whoisthero, that can lay; Hoharh perform. 
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[c Cnan. 1, uprathe Propher Malachy. V au Io. 


ob 21425. It is in vain to ſerve God ; 'and what i 


| 1t, 'that we have kept his Commandements, and walked 


humbly before the Lord > Their Reaſon; They that work. 
wickedneſs are ſet up, and they that tempt God, even 


they are delivered: Surely, there's no ſerviceperformed. | 


unto God, but hath his recompence, howſoever.perform. 
ed:Of Nebachadvezzar the Lord thus ſpeaks, Eze. 29.26. 

£gypt given him for wages for ſervice done, (thongh-un-| 
wittingly)againſt73rws:Of the Romans, during the ſpace 
of their art entrance into'their Empire, that they were 


renowned for Morall vertues ; efwftin well obſerves chu! 
the Lord did, for that cauſe, enlargetheirEmpire : And, 


ed) any ſervice unto/God,: but hetrach feleithe!Lord awe 
compencer of him ? Diſtribute. ferranits bf: God! thus: 
ſome there are, that unwirtingly do God ſervice, uwpro- 
Fane men ; yet they lack not ir reward, in'remporall 
things; nor yet- Hypocrites,' as «chab, for oxpernall 
humiliation, plagee defcrredibund worthippernwot 
obwugh, pethaps, inthi f thistifc, bro miſerabley ye 
ininwatd comforts, inipiriciall bleſſings,'\Bph- a7 9u1 Tn 
afforance of heavenly 'rewards; revompericed:; fos, rhit 
Pcinciple is infallible, \Heb.rxi6, God: warewanderof Fall, 


(city of themythuziditigenolyſcekching) 507/216 (52 | 


then; .t. is rot. hand, FatcherlgbſerVe'j 
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yedbalifce; 1.5 $0 $49, 1 Sum 157 $51 hes 
wa/Fiaiez let thine ops byes) b. Sto Dietdjh Sant 1, 7 
Take aoked adrerdigoaa Wb-1Lopd pro 
vokes us by his bleſſings , we then negle fidelity in his 
ſervice : Surely, if we take view of our tate, in this 
Church, in generall, we may, many waies, ſenſibly per- 
ceive, that the Lord is not behind with us, for recompence 
afiour erVices ; As, in peace, proſperity, means of Salya- 
tion,&c, would God, we had not been too much behind, 
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| induties of obedience : This ſhall be our juſt condemna- 


tion, that the Lord having provoked us. ſo by his bleſlings, 
we have failed in the duties of thankfulneſs : Wherefore, 


| Let us-all -remember iro make uſe of the mercies,. and lo- 
|'ving kindnefſes of our God; that they may be to usſo ma- 


ny allurements, to ſincerity, and ſoundneſs, in our fer- 
VICE. -. 

1 will not accept an efering at your hand ] What's the 
Reaſoui? Namely, becauſe they had offered unlawfully. ' | 


1 Hence then obſerve ; That, when once /a man hath 


corrupted himſelf, in the worſhip: of God, his lawfull 


| ſervices, during impenirericy, have no acceptance with the 
| Lord:: The Reaſon is, Becauſe the: Sacritices of .wicked 
| men arodbomihable,and ſucti mens pecſonsare not-recan- 


cited ues God,Proca 274! | on 


| - And this may teach'vs what to judgof that opt opera- 


tum; taught by Papiſts; when as, they teach, that: good 
works,:by: whomſoever ;performed, . ate: acepted ;of tlic 
c> ; -as;-aſtice;-.in lan;Acticiſt, isa good; andiaccepta+ 
ble-work ti himGce, *cpntiaed Hebin 1:6. Without Faith, 
empaſliple-toplcaſe God; Sacrifice: of wicked aboming- 
ble; fer, ſathmcawant the foundatibn of all acceprance, 
day. ror pn 0 re 14- Nor _ 
they.performe {enyicts;iyanceptiablemanner'; As,'1: 
ny Leven ax 2 (Nor, As SG coke 
end; Gods glorys::: d3 03 tra þbs cio ephcs8 
:' Takeweheed, therefore, How whcorrupt ourſelves, 
in the Worſhip of Ged/; :Laboureſpecially, to beat one 
with God, in.Chriſt;Sce Heb. 21.45. Genaqsde' atid; res. 
pene efpetially of Corruptions,:inthefirſt Table, -- 1 
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| wherein Chriſts Bady,and Blond, is, in unbloudy manner, , 
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V re. 11. 
Fer, from the riſing of the Sun, even wnto the going down 
.. of the ſame, 'my name ſhall be great among the Gentiles, 
+ in every place, incenſe ſhall be offered unto my Name, 
and a pure offering for my Name ſhall be great among the 

heathen, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, 
w 7 He ſecond judgment here threatned, is, The tranſla- 
ting of the Kingdom of God, and his worſhip,from 

the Jews, to the Gentiles, 

A fearfull judgment, to have the word of God, and 
his worſhip, taken from -us ; See Iat. 21.12, 1/a.s5. 
TheReaſon; men thus deprived, fit in''darkneſs, and in 


in the world,” Eph.2.12. they become more vile, as Jews, 


is the glory departed, 1 Sams 4.27. | | 
- !| Take we heed'of -this judgment, "and treble at thoſe 
things; 'that'mayprociire ir z As, 1. Corrupring our ſelycs | 
in this worſhipof God, 2. Receivingit in vain, g. Cruell 
uſage-of the Miniſters, -CMar: 23.37. Surely, though I be 
half of his' mind, that taught ;- that when Antichriſt's 
Kingdotn\hath been''ruinated,-ir ſhaſl-never again be re-: 
eſtabliſhed in full power; ' Bur, firſt, particular Congrega- 
eons may, though not iti full power; yetin ſome/power ; 
:atnd, let usall fear before God: f-IÞ, 
For the meaning of the words - Papiſts have thus abu-. 
fed the Text, co the Kabliſhing of their Idoll of the 
Maſs : Goo roo ine when'he comes to —_ this 
place, talls it; Inſipne reflimonium pro ſacrificio Miſe. 

- :  Fororderly <A ch ; Firſt, fee er they call the 
Maſs : Namely, A Sacrifice of the New Teſtament, 


o 


offered- to God the Father, for propitiation for quick, 


the ſhadow of death ;' Ifar.4.16. are as without God. 


and Romanes ; yea, from ſuch, as the Arke from Iſrael, 


Obſerv. 


What the Po. 
pith Maſs is, 


- Þ -, 
1 : 
»+ 4 ELCY © 
; « 
i » . _— 
+ 4 j 


F 3 7 For' 


eres pe 


38 |Cra?.l. A Commentary, with Notes, Ver.11.| 


For this Sacrifice they thus reaſon, out of this place, 
viz. This Sacrifice mult either be the ſacrifice, whereby 
Chriſt offered himſelf, on the Croſs ; or, the ſacrifice of 
the Jews; or ſpirituall ſacrifices of Chriſtians ; orellſe, 
the ſacrifice of the Maſs. _ 

Not the Sacrifice of Chrift ; for, that was offered, in 
one place,without the Gates of Hieruſalem, Heb. 1 3.12. 
Nor Jewiſh Sacrifices : For, this is oppoſed to Jewiſh! 
Sacrifices; and they were to be aboliſhed,and determined, 
| in Chriſt Nor, the ſacrifices of Chriſtians : It remains,, 

cherefore,.that it is the Sacrifice of the MaF. | 

Now, that we aſſume, is, That it is tobeunderſtood, 
| of the ſpirituall ſacrifice of Chriſtians , 1.2 et. 2, 5+ But, | 
| that this cannot be: here meant, they thus reaſon; (Fitht, 
The ſacrifice here ſpoken of, is calledabſ0lutcly, Mivchn, 
A Sacrifice,or Incenſe ; but, when-the Seripture ſpeaks 
ſpiritual Sacrifices, it uſeth a Termediminyent, Ggaify- 
ing the Analogicall, and: impropct. uſe of the. word. 
: I anſwer, Not: alwais;; for, Rew. 3.88, Prayermcalled 
Incenſe. abſolutely; without, a - Leeme: abridging; And 
Pſa. 1.1: The facrifices of God.are reg {pinks = 

' \Afecond Argument ; Betauſe thisiſhcrilice was.to ſuc-| 
ceed the facrifices of the Jews, and was never bffore pf- 
fered ;' But; Prayets; Were offered:before2;; nſw. That 

and is falſe; For, the Prophet-(peaks.anly pf-a Sactt- 

e, that, in other-manner, (ſhould beoffered ;, wheres: 
1. The Jews offered them with'other Ceremonial rights:;| 
Chriſtians ſhould "offer. chem; without thoſe. rights. 
2., Whereas, thoſe Jews offered; [in HHypocetict; Qbrilli- 
ans (honld offer themsm sighteouſneſ ku Hgbgs - 114 

Arturd Argutnent ;;The Prophetſpeaks oth. Sacrifice 
tobe offered; by //Pricfts) of the new: Felkament zi But 
Prayers are offered alto; by(People. I aniycr; Not 1b;;" 
' | but « Sacrifice ro be offeted by all the';pedple, itvche Chr | 
Rina Chirely;; who aralt made Pfiefks upgo/Gndls Ps: 
2.5» Rev.r.6. And whereas they objet, Thatahbloud 
ms 7 | promi-']. 
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promiſeth to purge the Sons -of Lew, Anſiver, 
Though the high Prieſt figured Chriſt ; yet, the common 
' Ranke figured all Chriſtians, - - | 
| A fourth Argamenat ; One ſacrifice; but, ſpirituall ſa. 
ctifices many, Anſwer, Nomen' ſpecies pro- individnis ; 
as-man, for at} men. 7 | 

| A fifth; A (pure) offering ; bur ſ6 are not ſpiritual 
Sacritiees of Chriſtians, according to Froceſtants. An- 
ſwer, Thongh-impure in themſelves; yet pure, r, by accep- 
tation ; becauſe accepted as pure, for Chriſtsſake, 1 Per. 
2:5. In reſpect; that God covers iniquity in his Childven;z 
| Nm. 23.21. He ſeeth none iniquity i Jacob ; there (is) 
| abundance; but he (ſeeth) none, that is, taketh notice of 


I Tim.5.22. And thus, we ſee their-cavills anſwered}. - 

; Now, #9 tovehing their ſacrifice of the Maſs: '7heſe' 
rhings our Divincs have diſputed. ».. Againſt the matter. 
2. The Inſtrument. 3. The effe& of it. 1. That itisa 


ving perfected fotieverthem that be ſanRified, by his one 
'Oblation of himſelf. 2+ Remiſſion of ſins perfeAtly ob= 
[tained by Chri:;3 and where-remiffion of fin is, 'there 


bs 


'but Leviticall; and, after ©Mte/chizedech, Leviticaltabo- 
(kſhed ; Aelthizedach emgy Car, Heb, 7.24: agus 
' Propitiation ;' For; fiat, No ſhedding of bloud/;z And, 
ſecondly, Chrift, the only: Propitiatory. 5. Againſt the 


. aponthe Prophet Malachy. Vzn.rr. 


Himfelf + So, theſe Sacrifices in Chriſtians, pure; not/(im--/|, 
Ply ;'buts, in- reſpe&t! of thoſe, that hypocrites- offered;| 
'amoniglt the'Jews, 23. Pure, in reſpe& of! fincerity, and | 
fingle-heartedneſs ; pure, from hypocrifie: ſuch Evan- |, 
gelicall purity is; every where, ſpoken of, as, az. 5. 8. | 


ſacrificing of Chrift, is needleſs, Heb. to. 14. -Chriſt ha-!| 


0 ——_—_——— 8. 


none, 2. Pure, in compariſon of hypocriticall Jews, as, |. 
Hab, 1.x3. Someare ſaid to be righteous, inicompariſon; | 
he wicked dovoureth-him, that is righteous,in reſpeQ of 


— 


'needs no more Oblation for figs, Heb. 10. 12,.14+| 
\2.- Againſt the Prieſthood; no. orders of Prieſthood, || 


— ——  — — 


manner'; meds incruento, in- an unbloudy- manner. 
| Anſwer, 
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1 Obſerv. 


Oſe. 


Anſwer, 1, Abſurd, that bloud ſhould be offered, in un- 
bloudy manner, 2. How: propitiatory, if without thed- 
ding of bloud ? Heb.g. 22,28. Object. Called ſacrifice,by 
Fathers. I anſwer, By repreſentation, as Chriſt was ſaid 
to be crucified before the cycs of the Galatians, Gal. 3. 1. 
So Lombard : Or, 2. Propter adjnunitam gratiarum attio- 
nem, eleemoſynas, preces, corporis Oblationem. 

See we then, what is here meant : Namely, The ſpiri- 
tuall ſacrifices of praiſe, prayers, obedience of Chriſtians; 
called Incenſe, by Analogy; the Type for the thing there- 
by ſhaddowed as alſo, for that it is uſuall with the Pro- 
ew, to deſcribe Chriſtian worſhip, by the tenour of 
Jewiſh Religion. 

This then, the drift, and meaning of the Prophet ; that, 
whereas the Jews, like hypocrites, bad prophaned and 
polluted the worſhip of God ; It ſhould come to pals, 
that the Gentiles ſhould offer pure ſacrifices, that is, in 
pare manner, worſhip and ſerve God, not as hypocrites. 

This worſhip of the Gentiles is ſet out ; 1. By the place, 
where. 2. By the manner, how. 3. By the perſons, whom. 
4. By the ground, apprehenſion of the Majelty of God. 
 Firſtthing, here, obſervable, is, The difference of the 
New Teſtament, from the Old, in reſpe& of the worſhip 
of God : And, it is thus; 1, Amplitude z decauſe,where- 
as, before, Jews only worſhiped ; Now ali Nations do 
him ſervice. 2. Whereas Jewiſh worſhip was tyed to Fa- 
ces, we may, now, ia eyery place, lift up pure hands ; See 
1 T aw. 2.8, | . 

And this helps us, firſt, to underſtand many places of 
Scripture, that ſeem to import an univerſality cf Gods 
grace,in reſpeRt of every particular perſon in the world ; 


|as, that is taught by Papiſts ; That to every particular 


an is giyen ſutficient grace to be ſaved, if he will; For, 


| Chriſt dyed for all, 8c, Bur, theſe generall ſpeeches arc to 


be interpreted, with reference to the ate of the Church 
of God, before Chriſt, amongſt the Jews ; that whereas, 


before, 


| 


| Cuay. r apon the Prophet Malachy. Vux.11. 


before, Jews only were his people ; Now, in reſpe& of 
right, all Nations are admitted ; Eph.z. 17,18. 

Again, Mark here a benefit fingular in the New Teſta. 
ment; that the Lord hath not tyed us to the Temple, on- 
ly,in his worſhip ; bur, in every place, in the Field, in the 
Bed, inthe Family : Foh.4.21, | 


Now called to be worſhippers of God; Sec alſo, Rows. 15. 
Mat.28.19. Goteachall Nations. And, let not us forget: 
ro praiſe God for his mercy; we, who were even hea- 
—_ yet now admitted to be of the houſhold of 
aith. | h 7 | 
The quality, Pare.” The ſervices of Gods Children, 
done in faith, and obedience, are pure in the eyes of God, 
by acceptation z See 1 7's. 2. 8. Lift up pure hands : I 
ſay, done in faith, for, otherwiſe,all nnclean to the'unclean, 
T it. 1.15. and, ſecondly, in obedience, when things arc 
done, that God commands : 1 add, laſt of all, by accep- 
tation ; to exclude that Dofrine of Papiſts, touching per- 
feR inherent Purity :: Now, that they are not perfeRtly 
pure, pd inherence of inkerence of purity,appears. 1. Be- 
cauſe ſanfification imperfet, Romp.7.20. 2. Becauſe 
Gods Children pray, tobe judged in mercy ; So David, 
Pal. 143-2. 3: Cannot juſtifie. Object. Burt it-proceed- 
eth from the-Spirit of God, and: grace of Chriſt, I an- 
ſwer, Yet through imperfeRt inſtruments, which detile 
them ; The perfeQeſt Scrivener marrs his proportions,by 
an ill Pen; The perfeReſt ſou), though it move perfeRly, 
yet.caanot.make a lame:man, to walk upright ; The cun- 
ningeſt Muſitian makes not an untuned Inſtrament ſound 
perfectly ; \ The pureſt water is defiled in a muddy Chan- 
nell; How then pure * By ' acceptation, as above, 
1,Petc2.5« | k 11; 7 cr | 
And this ſhould comfort Gods children,in all their weak 
{ervices, thou they cannot.do them," withour many'im- 


By Gentiles, the Perſons ; See their ſtate, Eph. 2, 12. | 


Obſerv. 


Obſerv. 


Uſe. 


perfeRions, I, If thy perſon be united unto Chriſt ; thou 
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art judged (as in Chriſt ) not, as-in thy felf, 2. If appre. | 
henſion of Chriſt, in every ſervice.: 3. If there be Rriving || 
againſt imparity. 4: Tf hewailing of imperfeRions. ' / | 

Laftly, the ground of pure worſhip ; apprehenſion of 
the greatneſs, and Majeſty of God : Ever according to 
apprehenſion of greatneſs, ſo is vencration performed. 

. Labour then nll vas the greatneſs of that Gad,whom 
thou ſervelt/; and that, by experience; otherwiſe, thou | 
canſ{tnever with that humility; and reverence, perform 
his ſerviees, Heb.12.27,28. Confider, then, the Power, 
the Juſtice, the endleſs Mercy of that God,to whom thon 
performeſt thy due worſhip,and ſervice. > 


FY 
-- 


_— 


=e | VnsRr. 12. | 
But, ye have profanedit; in that ye ſay ; The Table of the | 
: Lord 14 polluted, and the fruit thereof, even the meat 15 
: comtempiible;&0. 3s vI 34 7 Aj Of: 


| bd the eleventh verſe; A judgment: denounced againlt | 
the Jews ; iz. the taking from chem his Word , and: 
Worſhip, and giving it to the Gentiles : Here, a Reaſon. | 
aiven of that -ad ent; That hey had poltuted the Name of 
the Lord; provedby particulars ther im ume 13,12. | 
And, ver.14; A thremed;- . 30 554i 7 57 17.93% 11. | 
The parts two: 1. A Crime imputed. 2..A Curſe de- | 
nounced. The Crime, poliuting the Name of God ; am- 
plied, by. ſpecifying particulars. 1. 'The Table of the 
Lord is polluted. 2, Hig meat contemptible. g. That-un- 
der the (hew of (devour ſervice; theyerved him with the 
| bafeſt. Curſe, wer. 24: with other reafons;; | All compri- 
ſed in the deſcription of theſe Hypocrites. | r.. By their 
Title, Deceivers. 2. By their fair promiſes. 32 Slender 
performances. inf 1 209.0) 70 em TT 1/ 
Table, for Altar;Alanfor tacrifice,and fervice: pero | 
x@5;1s polluted, that is,as a comman/profane work,in-per- 
| formance 


a 
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formance whereof ſpeciall reverence is not requiſite : Pol- 
Inted my Name,”Ezek., 36. Not, that any reall-blemiſh 
can come to the Majeſty of God ; but for that their Facts 
were ſuch, as, in thcirnaturez tended that way: Sothat 
the fence is ; My Name, and Majeſty, 'which you ſhould 
eremble at, and reverence, you have ( as muchas in you 


hath layen) blemiſhed, and diſhonoured, by yourunreye: | 


rend., and unreſpeAive behaviour in-my worthip, and by 
clteeming ſo lightly thoſe things, that I have ordained for 
your maintenance. | 
It is an high point of diſhonouring the name of God, 

either, baſelyto judg of, or, perfunRorily to perform the 
worſhip of God. The Apoſtle, x Cor.11.29. ſpeaking of 
one part of: the worſhip of God, celebrating the: Lords 
Supper ; thus notes the (in of ſuch as come, without dne 
preparation, to that Sacrament ; Their fin is; that-they dli- 
ſcerned not the Body of the Lorgd;'that is,whereas the Bread, 
and Wine, at the Lords Supper, i were ſeparated from 
common ule, and ſer, .apart to reptefern the Bodyrand 
Bloud of Chriſt, and ſo ought, with all reverence, robe 
received ; They came to that holy Banquet, as to: a com- 
mon drinking ; they diſcerned not the Lords Body, that is, 
put" no difference bertwixt thoſe holy Elements, and other 
ordinary repaſt,' but came thereto, as't0 at 'ordinary 
bariquet : See the hainouſneſs of the: ſing in-compariſon, 
and, in the puniſhment : Z2ek.3 3431+ - The Lord ſpeak- 
ing of the fin of that people, in hearing 'the Word of 
God; notes their vile, and unreverend: praftice z -that 
they came, indeed, to heare, bux how'f Asif''they had 
been to hear a Caroll, or idle Sotip; ſo far were they from 
trembling at his Word, 4 - oe 

... And, mark, whether it argne not a baſe conteit of the 
Majeſty of God, thus flubberingly' to do his worſhip ? 
Take the Compariſon; that the Prophet makes, Oſſvy 3, 
6; wnto thy Prince OG | 

' $6 we, then, whether this high profaning of Gods 
| RIM Name 
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Name be not rife in our people : And, Beloved, confider 
it well ; ye ſhall ſce-.ir generall - It is a great part of the 
- worſhip of God, to hear, as we ought, the word of God 
read, and preached unto us, by his Miniſters ; yet ſee,whe- 
ther that the Lord complains of, by Ezekiel, chap. 33. be 
not the generall fin of the people ; that Preaching ſeems 
to them, Prating; and the learnedſt Sermons, of no better 
| cſteem, than old wives Fables : The celebrating of the 
Sacraments an high part of Gods worſkjp; yet ſee, how 
thoſe, in whom ſuperſtitious reverenceis aboliſhed, pro- 
fanc contempt is evident, not only by unreverent leaving 
them , but by unreverend handling chem : we juſtly con- 
demn Popiſh Adoration, bur, 'it is too too evident, that 
they ſcarcely ſinned more, In Idolatrous adoration, then 
we, in carcleſs handling theſe holy myſteries ; 1» medio 
virtus : Adoration of the hoaſt we muſt all deteſt, 'as 
abominable 1Idolatry ; but, profane irreyerence ſhould be 
as much fled from. Prayer, a principall part of the wor- 
ſhip of God ; yet, how flcightly performed, that wan- 
dring of the eye, and idle gazing, in the midſt of devoti- 
ons, argues unreverence, &c, Yea,let me aske the hearts of 
Gods own Children, whether we haye not all cauſe, in 
in this point, to condemn our ſelves, and pray with Naa- | 
man ; The gs as be-mercifull unto us in this. How 
leap many from their ordinary Callings, into the Temple? 
and ruſh :l{pt:5 manibrus, ad ſacra.. 

Let me, therefore; in the ſecond place, exhort as Pax, 
Heb. 12.28. Letus have grace to ſerye God, that we may 
pleaſe him; How is that ? with reverence, and. fear. 
Mark -Reaſons:; we cannot qtherwiſe pleaſe God ; Ir is 
not babling in prayer, but reyerence in prayer, that God 
accepts ; not hearing, but trembling at his word, 7/a.66.2. 
Net receiving, but diſcerning the body of the Lord. 2.Our 
God is a conſuming fire, that is, though gracious unto 
| his Children, yet incenſed evenby-them, his wrath burns, | 
chough not to their (utrer) deſtruction, yet to their heavy | 


aſtoniſh. 


— 
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baſcnels. 4- Amongſt heathen, a Principle ; Ur ne ques 
ad [acra, illetic manibrs. They had their purgings, and 
purifyings,' before they came to worſhip their ' Idols; 
and they ſhall ſtand up in/ judgment to condemn us, that 
(ſhewed more reverence to Idols, than we to the livin 
God. 5. A note of a Child of God, reverently, an 
with fear to worſhip him, 1 The/.'2. 13. this that makes 
the word effeuall, when a man conſiders, (whoſe) word 
he hears. : 

| Again, hence may we take ſome light, for our better 
direftion, in opening the Third Commandement ; the 
ſumme whereof is this, that we pollute-not, :nor diſreve- 
rence the Name God ; Thisthe Phariſees limited unto 
falſe ſwearing, Mar. 5. Some of our people, i to vain 


rall: Now know, that the Name of (:od is polluted, 
not only, when thou ſweareſt falſely ; but, when chou 


In a word, as: here CMalachy hath exprefied two parti- 
culars - 1. By carcleſs performing, or baſe opinion of the 
worſhip of God:: 2. By light efteeming the works of his 
mercy, and providence over us, in proviſion for our main- 


| tenance, If thou pray unreverently, - thou haſt polluted 


Gods Name ; If thon think, or fpeak unteverently of the 
works of his providence, &c. thou haſt polluted his 
Name. | | "Y 

eAnd the fruit thereof, even his meat is contemptible. ] 


| Here's a finding fault with the providence of 0d, in our 


maintenance ; Seethe Text ; his Proventas, that is, thoſe 
iſſues that come by Godsordinance, unto the Prielts,for 


| ckeir ſultenance , They counted it a.baſe allowance; and 
' contemptible meat : For the better underſtanding of the 


words, we maſt know, that of the ſacrifices dedicated un- 
ro God, there was a Portion' due unto the Prieſts ; as, 


ſwearing by the Name of God, not to ſwearing, in gene- | 


heareſt unreverently ;: when thou prayeſt unreyagently : | 


aſtoniſhment. 2. Eccleſc5.1, 2. Gods Majeſty, our |. 


1 Say. 2. Hoſe. 4. eſpecially, in the ſin-offerings, where 
G 3 | wich 
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with they were maintained : Now, this is.noted as their | 
| fault, that the Lord having thus liberally provided for! 
{ them, -they counted the allowance baſe, and 'not- good! 
| cnoagh for them z this their fault '- The ſame ſee inthe} 
Iſraclites, when God had fed them, a long time, with 
ny Manna, meat meet for Angells, if they ſhould cat ; mark, 
FI | how they murmpre; nothing but Manna, they muſt have: 
bir fletby and that. of che daintieſt:: Fheſame Fault. find- 
| ing with the Lords Portion, and allotment, is rifein our 
people - The poor, he grudgeth at his bard fare, though 
he may liven it;- ferle the Lords good providence, in gi-| 
|  viog.it {trength tonouriſh, and preſerve in health, beauty, 
* oh and ftrength of body... The Labourer, he. gradgethat _ 
Wil Gentleman, tbat heilives at ſuch eaſe ; though, as Solomor 
f | ſpeaks, hisiſleep be a thouſand times more ſweet, and qui- 
et unto him. And, in a word, go over all ſtates, and you 
(hall find this murmuring againit the providence of God, 
in themeans allotted by him,: for their maintenance. 
Canfes hereof. two: 1. An over: weening conceit we 
have of our own-worth, and deſerving ; we ſeem; to our 
il ſelves to haye. deſerved better thingsat Gods hands, when- 
{i as, alas ! not the leaſt morſell of the courſeſt bread is de-| 
1 ſerved by us. 2. Lack of perſwaſion' of Gods love, in 
our defignment to; our;particular ſtates :: Aman. perfwa- 
ded of Gods fatherly love, thus cahly reſolves , what ſtate 
God placeth him in, thar is belt for him ; knowing, that 
if another were better forhim, God, being a father,would 
not deny it him, CAMat.7.9,1c. Þ 
Well, Let: us hence learn to profit our ſelves in the un. 
derftanding of the Eaw. of God ; ſarcly, it is the end,why 
the Law centred, that fin, that is, the knowledge of fin 
might abound ; And, that man, that knows the infinite- 
Hl nels of his own miſery by the Law, is: beit: fitted: to com- | 
11! prehend, wha tis the herght, and 1ength,and breadch; and 
if depth of the Love of God; in Chritt, revealed inthe Go- | 
ſpell. Learn we, therefore, by this, and che like Scriptures, 
to 
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to make "the fall wendy of the Law familiar unto 
Us. 

It is one main cauſe of chat ſoreiſh pride, and pre- 
ſumptuous opinion men catty of themſelves, © as that they 
know not what the Law means.” The Firſt Commande- 
ment forbids worſhipping other Gods; free from this;free 
from all breach of the Law; wheras,if we were acquainted 
| with the meaning of the Law, weſhould-find'a thouſand 
tranſgreſſions of every Precept; belides the groſs ſin,in the 
particular ipatitied; : See Hats. 
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Ye faid alhs behold, what a cn ud ye havs 
fnaffed at it "ſaith the Lord of Hoſts: e Aud, yt brought 


that which i tory, and the Lame, andthe fick : This ye 
bronght an offering : fate I gw” ws Mt 200! A 
| ſaith: the Lord? 

M3 287 

Exe is the ſin partivnles laid 1 'to ——— thee 
| I bopacrizes: Firlt, ſce the meaning . 'Words diverſly 
| wa Thoſe that render it neareſt the originall, thas; Ye 
ſay, behold / what wearineſs? Whereas; ye muy even blow 
it away;whevein the Prophet even reſidenceth the ſpeeches 
| ofcheſe hypocritical Jevs,' that, -vrhtreas theybrought | 
| unto.the Lord for ſacrifices; the lighteſt, andfleighteli of 
their Alock;ſuch as they-might even blow away with a blaſt | 
of their mouth.;[ Hypertole:yctthey would pretend, that 
they were even tyred. withthe weight of the SREePY ab 
other Cattle, that they-brought. for ſacrifice. ' '** 


perties notorious in an hypocrite; x. That ike proelaimes 
his Devetions to the world, and thinks alt loſt in the ſer- 
vice of God, thae:mans eye fees not ; In the? Xing. 16:16. 
When eh was. going to the ſervie8 the Lord employed 
Bm: in,- in _ deltruftion. the Priefts of *Banl, and 
___ ſpared 


— — 


New, This ſenceltanding, affords 'us theſe two: _ 


Obſerv. 


ſpared Pehonadab the ſon of Rechab, Come with me, ſaith 
he, and [| ſee] the zeal I have for the Lord of Hoſts: And 


they did, To be ſeen of men, as he gives inſtance in one 
particular: It was the Lords ordinance, Nam. 15.38. 


1 the Law of God, ſhould: weare 'iti;the- borders of their 

| garments, fringes ; and upon the! fringe of their borders, 

they put a Ribband of blew,&c. Now, theſe Phariſees, 

that they might be noted ro be more extraordinarily care- 
{ful{ co preſerve the memory of the Law of God, and to 

deny their own wills, inmatter of his worſhip, -( though 

they were, indeed, the moſt ſuperſtitious Traditioners 

that ever lived ) they made their Phylacteries broad, &2t. 

The Action not evill, but, their AﬀeRation damnable ; 

jand the reaſon isthat, Zoh.1 2.43. They loved the praiſe of 
| (zen) more than the glory of God. | | 


{ of hypocrites; as our Saviour warneth, on another occa- 
ſion, Marr. Tay not, but it isJawſull, and neceſſary,to 
manifeſt deyotion, that others may be drawn by our good 
example, CHar.s.16. But this, to affect the ſight of men, 
and --co''call ſpectatours, as: Febx, 'to be wirnefles of our 
Deyotions,' that :{ayours Krongly 'of hypocriſie. Heare 
Chriſts reaſon ; all is not loſt that 18 done in ſecret:though 
| men ſee not, God ſeeth; and hath his book of remembrance 
written,for choſe that feare him, Ha/.3.16. 2 Thy piety 
will belt be manifeſt, by Gods reward; 'In this life, 'his 
bleſſings ſhall follow thee, ſp that-men ſhall ſav, ſurely, 
this man fears God,though condemned by us; for:the Lord 
rewards him ; or clſe, after this life. a 

And it reproves this vice, ſo rife in all ſtates, whoſe 
own tongues maſt be the Trumpets of their own Praiſes; 
but, ſaith Solomon, Let another mans month praiſe thee, aud 
not thine own : Haſt thou been bountifull to the poore? 


Lee 
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this our Saviour notes in the Phariſees, thoſe: grand hypo- |. 
crites amongſt the Jews, Har. 23. 5.” All their works | 


1 that the people of God, for the better remembrance of | 


| , Let it be our admonition, to take heed of this practice 


| 


a 


| - 
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Let their Lips bleſs thee, and let thy works praiſe thee, 
Prov. 31. and, let itbe thy deſire, to approve thy heart 
unto God, to be upright : Take heed of vainglorious 
oltentations; they arc the brand of hypocriſie, 

A ſecond property of an Hypocrite, is this; devouteſt 
in pretence , ſlendereſt in performance ; Here, they ſay, 
they are tyred, with bringing ſo heavy a ſacrifice, when, 
[ alas !] 'So flender, that they might blow it away : read 
1/a. 58. and the Phariſees, ar. 23. Emptieſt Veſlels 
ſound loudeft ; and the verieſt Hypocrite pretends moſt 
devotion, 

See this, at this day, in Church of Rome ; none in pre» 
rence, fuller ; none, in truth,cmptier, of ſound deyotion,: 
How many prayers have their Monks ? creep at midnight 
to their devotions, to their Maſs, 8c. as if they were the 
devouteſt men in the world ; And,what areall their pray- 
ers, bur meer Lip-labour ? it being their ryle, 'that Pray- 
ers never ſo barbarous, though without underſtanding, 
are acceptable unto God : And,how many,[ alas !Jin the 
Church of God, that would ſeem Pillars, on whoſe 
ſhoulders the whole building of the Church reſted ; in- 
deed, doing nothing, either by Dorine, or life, that 
tends to building ; like antique faces that ye ſhall ſee in 


all on their ſhoulders, being nothing elſe, indeed,bur the 
meer complements of building : And, amongſt our people 
ignorant, whoſe lips move faſter, in their private devo- 
tion ? Or,' whoſe prayers more idle, and abominable ? 
Having neither knowledg 'of the Word, to dire, nor 
faith, to aſſure them, nor ſence of wants, to enflame their 
deſires of obteining. 

Well, Beloved, Let this ever be noted, in a Child of 
God, his performances moſt, his pretences leaſt ; and, this 
the brand of an Hypocrite, to pretend greateſt, and pra- 
Qice the leaſt devotion. | 


If we take our common reading ; that varies from the 
| H __ original) 
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Churches, at the bottome of pillars, that ſeem to bear | 


Uſe. 
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originall Text, though it be con ſonant tothe Analogy of 
faith: Two other notes of unſound people, in the wor- 
{hip of God,are here propounded :: x. Weariſamneſs .in | 


divine impoſitions. 


| unſound heart ; eLwz0s 8.5. When will the new Moon be 
gone ? Reaſons of this,are : 1, That their minds are ſer- 
led on earthly things, and they are their Treaſure; . and 
' thence it commeth, that eyery thing is irkcſome that de- 
teyneth from them, 2. Lack of love to the Majelty of 


| ments are not grievous, 1 79h.5.3. AS it is {aid of 7aceb, 
' that his ſeven years ſervice ſeemed unto him a, ſhort time, 
becauſe he ( loved) Rachel ; So,&c. 3. Thar they feele no 
ſweetneſs in the ſervice of God ; as Peter, 1 Pet. 2.3.1t 
| they had ever taltgd,' how ſweet the Lord is, they. would 
| long after the lincere milk of the Ward. ' 4 _ . . 
| Now ſee, whether this note of an unſound heart (hew 
it ſelf in our People, in hearing, prayer,&c. See but the be- 
' haviour of carnall men + At an idle Stage-play, men can 
fit half days, and nights ; at: their Eards, and Dice, 
whole nights ; drudge after the world,. all their life long, 


deyotion ſpent ; and ever in Freaching,. and Prayer, that 
is commended, ſhort and ſweet ;- Now, this I dare ſay; A 
man'thus;[ alwaics calling for ſhortneſs, / for thar the ſer- 
vice is:Weariſome.) gives evidence, he never taſted of M7 
ſweetneſs'of, thc Word of God ;. A Child of God is © 

an indefatigable defire, and unwearied endeavour, 7/a.5 8. 


came willing'y at the days of afſ.mbling, P/al. 1.2. Their 
day and night ; And, David again, When ſpall I be {ati/- 


fied with the pleaſtres of thive Houſe? P[al.q2.2. And, 
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the worſhip of God. 2. Impatience, and murmuring at.|' 


Weariſomnels in the worſhip of God, A note of an | 


God ; for ſurely, to ſuch as love God, his Commande- |: 


and never weary z but, when we come to a'Sermon, every | 
minute beyond the houre, ſeems tedious unto them, their | 


 I3. They call:che Sabbath a delight, 7/al. 1 10. 3. They | 
delight is in the Law of God, ang therein they medirate, | 


_- 


though | 
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though 1t be true, that {upon the beſt of us, ſometimes, 
luch irkeſomnels creeps ; yet this I know is true, it is be. 
wailed of Gods Children, and earneſtly ſtriven againſt by 
all means, | 


ee 


VER. 14. 

But, Curſed be the deceiver, which hath in his flock,,a male, 
and voweth,and ſacrificeth unto the Lord a corrupt thing: 
For, I am 4 great King, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, and my 
name is dreadful among the heathen. 


{4 Ere followeth the ſecond part of the Chapter : A 
Curſe denounced, wherein theſe Particulars : 1.The 
Curſe. 2. The Reaſons. Firſt, From deſcription of Hy- 
pocrites. Secondly, Of Gods Majeſty. In the deſcription 
of the Hypocrite ; we ſee, 1. His Title, A Deceiver, Ma- 
chinator, a plotter, and deviſer, how to deceive, to wit, 
with ſhews of devotion: Deceivers they are: IT. Of 
God, in intention, dealing canningly with him in his wor- 
ſhip, vowing many things in extremities, performance 
none, or lender. 2. Of men. It ſhall not be amiſs a little 
tonote how : Firſt, one cunning they have, that they may 
ſeem holy, and devout ; they are commonly firſt, and 
| ſharpeſt in cenſuring, and: condemning others, THar.7. 
In che mean time, diffolute in their own lives ; and the 
leaft moats they can efpy in another, their own beams in 
the mean time, diſſembled ; our Saviour carped at, for 
' converſing with finners, and oppreffors ; themſelves noto- 
| rious for rapines, and extreme opprefion : A cunnihg 
Neight, and rife, at this day, among many ; That they, 
Cenforioufly, jadg of others, take liberty over-enough, 
in their own lives : Whereas, true love covers, 1 Pet.4. 8. | 
and is compaſſionate, Gal. 6.2. A ſecond cunning they 
have, in deceiving men withal}, is externall conformity 
to the parts of the Worſhip of God ; when as,m pony 
H 2 ife, 
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life, none more negligent, or careleſs, then they: If a man | 
had ſeen the devotion of Phariſees, in their Prayers, | 
would he not preſently have ſaid, bchold, a devout man ! 
yet, in private life who more abominable ? meaſure thy 
ſelf, chen, by private carriage. But,their worlt deceit is, 
That by all this, they beguile their own ſouls, as Jam 1.26, 
faili1g of all their intentions. | 

And voweth.] Their ſecond property is, that they are 
forward to vow the beſt, in their extremitics ;. when 
Gods hand is upon them, nothing too dear for him ; bur, 
when Gods hand is removed, as if they repented their 
forwardneſs, they ſerve him with the corrupt : This ye 
may ſee, in Pharaoh, when Gods hand was upon him, 170- 
ſes and Aaron ſent for, fin confefled, great mind to let 
Gods people go; when Gods hand removed, then,to li- 
mit and diſtinguiſh ; they might, bur, their children maſt 
{tay ; then, (they) might go, but their Cattle muſt ſay 
behind. 

See we, whether this be not, in our peop'e ; when fear 
of death oppreſſeth them, then, how carefull will they 
be ? If God reſtore them to health ; then, all but deluſion, 
as ineLchab; A little for caſe; health reſtored, no token 
of humiliation, or repentance: So, in ſpirituall extremi- 
cies, whileſt conſcience affrights ;. all the world for a con- 
ſcience ; yet preſently, their old Byas taken unto ; Gene- 
rall vow made in Baptiſme broken. | 

Now, Beloved, Let us beware of this mark,and brand 
of Hypocrific ; and what we vow, let us make conſcience 
co performe; it is ill dallying with.the Lord : Let me add 
che Curſe, as a reaſon to preſs ic ; Curſe outward, Eccl.s5. 
4,5. Inward, in hardneſs of heart, as we ſee in common 
praQtice, their laſt end worſe,than their beginning. 

And here I may take occaſion to treat,ſhortly, of the 
Doarine of Vows. | 

A Vow isa ſolemn, and holy promiſe made unto God, 
deliberately, and with adviſement, whereby we __ on 
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ſelves to do, or omit ſomething, that we know 4$accep- 
table unto him. 1 call ir, firſt, A promiſe z nexr,a ſolemn, 
and religious promile, to put difference betwixt promiſes 
made unto men ; Thirdly, unto God, becauſe, this apart 
of Inyocation, and Confeſſion : The matter of Vows, 
things acceptableunto God, | Far 

_ Whether they may be made, under the Goſpell 2 1 | 
rake it, yes : perhaps; not that \neceſſity now, that ther | 
was ; but yet, lawfulneſs the ſame ; becauſe, 1, Helps of 
devotion, when rightlz underſtood. 2. A common Vow 
made in Baptiſm, renewed in the Lords Supper, after the 
ordinance of God. 2, As teſtimonies of thankfulneſs, &c. 
Yet, indeed, ſundry Caveats there are herein to be obſer- 
ved ; let me touch the principall, Firſt, Some concerne 
the matter of Vows ; In this; matter, are two' things : 
1. Lawfylaeſs, 2. Poſlibility. Lawfulneſs; for,when we 
' vow things unlawfull, we profane the name of God; nor 
can this be acceptable unto God : Againſt this condition | 
Gyned thoſe Jews, that had: bound themſelves with Vow: y 
' and Oath; not:to eat,till they had flain Pautz/and thoſe 
vile wretches, amongſt the people of Rowe, that with ſo- 
lemn receiving of the Sacrament, bind themſelves to the 
murther of the Lords Annointed :. Such thoſe of our peo- 
ple, our Gallants eſpecially, that'yow revenge; and that 
Vow once made, no means of appeaſement; thus, Vows 
that ſhould be bonds of obedience, become obligations to 
rebellion, and diſobedience. 

2, Poſſibility of things, in our power, that we have 
ability,by grace, or other means, to-perform-; for, what a 
dallying were this with the Lord, and how preſumptuous, 
on our part, to yow What we have not power to per- 
form. Thus fin Papiſts, at this day, in vowing continen- 
cy in linglelife ; A thing out of compaſs of mans power, 
except there be ſpeciall grace given of God : And,where- Objeft. 
| as they ſay, ſo are repentance, new obedience, but, by 
grace, poſlible. Anſwer, Grace is of two ſorts ; one ne. | eAyſiv. 
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all Gods Children, upon their endeayours : The other 
ſpeciall, and given to none, but by ſpeciall priviledge. 
1 Cor.7.36. "if 
A ſecond Caveat to' be reſpeQed, is, the ſtate of our 
Perſons; namely, That they be [3 jwyzs, Free men; Rea» 
ſon is, becauſe otherwiſe, there is a disjointing of Gods 
Ordinance, and a robbing of men of that honour, which 
God hath -given them : Therefore, Alm. 30. when a 
Child, or wife, hath yowed anything, without privity, 
and conſent of Superiours, the-Lord gave them power to 
| abrogateit : And therefore they,'in the Church of Rowe, 
that allow unto children authority co vowMonaſtical life, 
without free-conſent of their Parents, abominable. 
A third thing to be regarded;is,the manner,and grounds 
of vowing ; Sec Eccl.5.2. Be not raſh With thy month, ec. 
Deliberation, in this caſe, much to be regarded ; as, firſt, 
of the matter, wherein Zephtah ſinned, 7adg.11.Sccondly, 
Whethen:we have aflurance- of ſtrength; 'and/power}' to 
perform what we vow, 1 Cor.7.35. otherwiſe, we' make 
them ſnares unto us, and unneceſſary entanglements. 
Thirdly, Whether God call us thereto, or no ; for, then 
may we aflure our ſelyes of aſſiſtance in performance ; 
And this calling is gathered ; partly, by neteſfity-; partly, 
by affurance of ability. Fourthly, the end ;' not merit ; 
but, as helps: to us in abedience : So; if a man ſhall find 
a Vow may be a bridle unto him, for ſome exceſſe, or a 
ſpurr to.deyotion ;. lawfull :not otherwiſe. Fiftly, That 
i be done ſeldome,, and ſparimgly.; otherwiſe, Satan gets 
advantage, and.ſuch wotinds are grieyous. Sixthly, That 
webeyordof preſumprion; an& therefore, good in all 
Vows, to-interpoſe that.candition ; 'if God will; if God 
permit: Many, through preſumptionz- have fallen, to 
their more grieyons wonnd;,asPetmry Ra Vo 
. Laſtthing, is, performanceof Wows®- every where ur- . 
ged, as Ecel.5.4. & Þſal. L161 8:Hovere, recite vow, 
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and pay unto the Lord ; Yovere, is hortatorium'; yet, red- 
dite, imperatorin: Whereim,angent Divinesreqaire'three 
chings.:1: Haitt to performange,; Ecel. 5.3; Defer notito 
pay it ; this, in the common vow of Baptiſm, violated. 


2. Thar it be full payment, without diminutton ;* Segy 


Eccl.5.5.,. I did not foreſee what would: betide'; as Aua- 
nah, eA&.5\.\Pharach, and our people. 3+ Diſcretion; 
this the [iniof Fephtab, as Hierom faith, he wasgun voven- 
no jftultas ;1 In reddends, impize : (Folly the) ſhewed, 'm! 
vowing: for, if it were generally underſtood, then, fa 
Dog, or an Aſs had met him, he ſhoutd have perform- ' 
cd it ; again, as foolith:in performance ; For,:1. The Law 
of Wat had provided redemption! of ſome,.eved lawfull | 
Vows. 2. Being fo fondly vowed, rafhneſs was to'be 
repcnted, but the Vow not ta be performed « Forums du- 
plex, av/olntuws; condittonatume. OW wel 


Laſtly, About difpenſation with Vows; the quare is, 
whether tiſpenſable, or: commutable!? Anſwers, when| 
a9 lawfully-made unto God, .cannor be diſpenſed withalh, 
but. bythe Lord himſelf ;- for none cam: diſpence: with the 
CT of, God ::.. Therefore; Papiſis herc 
taxed. - : | 
: And, Jet the Uſe of all this bethiis much unto us ; That 
what we have vowed nato'God, - we make conſcience to 
perform, and ſo to perform,aswe havevowed, Eccl.'5.5. 
Vows are of two ſorts; publique,and ſolemn;fingular, and 
private,&c. I would be Author to no man to be haſty in 
yowing ; ſeriouſly weighing humane frailty ; but, if he 
have vowed, let him make conſcience to perform. 

For, 1 am a great King. | Firlt, in largenefs of com- 
mand. 2. In power of Jnniftring ; as appears, that he 
hath all Creatures at his command ; therefore ſtyled, 
Lord of Hoſls : His Kingdom is, of power, of grace ; 
of power, over the very wicked ; ſeen, in reſtrayining, 
inoyer-ruling, in deſtroying his Enemies : Of grace,in col- 
leRing, in protecting, in glorifying his Church. * 
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The Uſe is,that we, therefore, ſerve him,with reyerence, 
and fear, Heb.12 28.According to greatneſs, reverence 
uſually proportioned ; Ir is fearfull to fall into the hands 
of the Hving God. | 

CM yname  dreadfull among the heathen. ] Nis name, 
that is, Himſeif: Dreadfull, that is terrible, and withall 
reverend ; Terrible, to the Wicked ; reverend, to his dea- 
re{t ſervants: There is, indeed, a donble fear of God; one, 
ſervile, and even aſtoniſhing : The other reverentiall, and 
is nothing ce, but that awe, and filjall reverence, that is 
in Gods Children towards his Majeſty ; And it arifeth 
from theſe grounds : 1. One is apprehenfion of the Ma- 
jeſty of God. 2:'Bcholding of his Judgments, 3.Appre- 
hen(1en of his love, 

Thus they differ : 1. In cauſes, and in manner of ap- 
prehending Gods Majeſty ; wicked apprehend him only 

as a Judg, and an Avenger, am. 2.19. The godly, as 2 
Father, alſo, in 'Chriſt, - Ho/. 3. »/t. . 2. In effefts, laviſh 
fear drives utterly from:God, Gew.4- 31. 1 Sem. 28.7. 
Filiall brings nearer unto him. 3. Slaviſh fear, torments; 
Filiall, comforts. 4. Slaviſh fear reſtrains, indeed,becauſe 
hell provided ; filial, becauſe ſin offenſive unto God. 

Try how thou-feareſt God ; Thou canſt: by no better 


{| mcan know it, - than:this here preſcribed, by thy reverend 


carriage in the worſhip of God. 
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CHaP. 2. V nr. 1, 2,&c. 


end now,O ye Priefts, this Commandement is for you : If 

Je will not heave, and if ye will not lay it to heart, to give 

glory nnto my name, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, I will even 

ſend a Curſe npon you, and will curſe your Bleſſings ; yea, 

- have _—_ thens already, becauſe ye de wot lay it to 
cart, Ofc. 


Umme of the Text, A perſwaſion of the 
Levites to do their duty, in reforming 
the worſhip of God ;- by an Argu- 
ment of the peril of the contrary 
negleR. 

1 A Preface, ver.1 
Parts. 3. A Commination; where. | 
in are:three things. . ;þ 
1+ The condition interpoled, which if negleCted, . the 
judgments threatned ſhall certainly be inflicted. 

| 2. The Judgments threatned ; as, firſt, Curſe of their 
Bleſſings. Secondly, Corrupting their ſeed. Thirdly,Ca-. 

ſing dung in their faces, | > i-Pow-l 

3. The Reaſons : Firſt, from the Lords mercy towards 

them. Secondly, their ſwerving from that Covenant, and | 

the example of their Predeceſlors ; the: foulneſs whereof 
is amplified. ©” | 

The Preface hath:in ic, an Apoſtrophe, and turning of 

' the ſpeech generall,to the Perſons of the Prieſts. 

ColleRion hence,this ; Tt-is lawfull for a Miniſter, in 


Obſerv. | 


Preaching, to particularize, that is, to direfthis reproofs, 
| I chreat- | 


— 


_— 
| 


{ be evident ; either, by the FaA, or,by Confeffion ; or,by 


Cna# 2. A Commentary, with Notes, V nn.1,2;8c. 
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threatnings, &c. to particular p:xſons, and States; See 
Hs/.5.1,8c, Chrilt, to Scribes, and Phariſees. 
Reaſons, What is ſpoken to every one, ſeems ſpoken. 
co no one: And hence is that ſhifting of the ſtroke of the 
| Word from themſelves, through the ſubtilty of Satan, 
| Hypocriſie of heart, and love of our fins, Secondly, The 
| Apotile gives this Precept, 1 7 im.5-20- That we ſhould 
thus deal even with Elders; whoſe credit (if any) ſhould 
in moſt ſpared; if they fin openly,rebuke openly: Reaſon, 
That the reft may fear. | 
Cayeats here arc : Firſt, That the Fa be publique, 
Hat. 18. In private fins, another courſe robe holden, 
fo long as #ny hope of Reformation appears, 2. That it 


Witneſle, of the fa; See 1 Cor. .of witneſſes, 1 Tim.s 19. 
And this the Doarine, the Praftice whereof fo diltaſte. 


ralities : And, generall Preaching,generally applauded by 
moſt, as Randing beſt with a Miniſters diſcretion: But, 
Beloved, if we will follow the wiſdom of Gods Spirit in 
the Prophets, and Apoſtles,” we thall ſee another courſe 
warranted to a 'Minilter, ir! notorious, and ſcandalous 


perſon, 1 Cor.5.Afid,why a Miniſter may not-ſo-deal with 


þ 


 ovr oWn'Congregation, known Brablers 3 as; of late, the 


ott might have'ranpht him bertercarciage; To whom; if 


will; the fall efeRs thar:come of penerall Teaching, in 


full to eatnall met; whoſe ſins,thongh never ſo, notorions, | 
/atid ſcgndalons, nay not bepointed at, except in fenc- | 


fins ; Part, it a ptblique Epiſtle, notes the inceſtuons | 
men publiquely offenſive, I fee'not ; as, if there de any in | 
Fa&t is cvident in one, whoſe bond tothe good behavi- | 
| Fſhould now, /as Aalachy here, turn'my ſpect, and tell | 
him, vengranee is the/Lords;and, that he that ſmites with | 
the ſword.ſhall periſh with the ſword, I ſee not bur 1 fol- | 
low #''preſidefit; beyond 'exception':' And view; if you | 


all Congregations, where it is uſed; Little -or 'no good | 


La 


gene. 


| done, while particular abuſes, in particular perſons, are | 
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generally oaly reproved : Bur, Learn we hence to ſubmit 
| our ſelves, without murmuring, to this kind of Teaching ; 
| and ever think, that Preacher preacheth beſt, that can 
beſt particularize; and in whoſe mouth, Prophecy is the 
diſcoverer of our ſecret, and particular corruptions, 
I C9r.14-25» : 

T his Commandement is for you. | To wit, of reform- 
ing Religion, and the worſhip of God. 

So then, It is a duty ſpecially belonging to Miniſters,to 
ſee to the Reformation of Religion, and maintaining 
. | thereof, in purity ; See for this, T#r.1. Let us ſee how this 
is to be underſtood. ' Papiſts underſtand it, Exclulively, 
ſo that they would not have Civill Magitltrates to haye 
any thing to do, in matters of Religion, and the worſhip 
of God : Now, that even in matters Ecclefiaſticall, the 
Civill Magiſtrate hath power of commanding, appears : 
I. Signts, Dent.17. 18. A charge is given, that the Book 
of the Law be delivered to the King, not only for private 
information of his life ; but, as «-C«efin well ſaith, That 
he might provide, that.athers alſo obſerve it. :2:.L mivors, 


IF Fathers, in Families, muſt deale in information of | 


Houſholds, how much more the King? 3. 1 Tim, 2 2. 
Goldlineſs, as well as honeſty, muſt bepromoted by them. 
4. 7 udg.17,and 18. Negle@tof Reformation-is imputed 
to lack of Magiſtrates, which, what arguesir, but a duty 
to promote purity.of the worſhip of God, $5. Kings in 
7u4ah, and 1/rael, blamed for toilerating abuſes,commen- 
ded for carein reforming, Ergo, &c. 

Briefly, That we may ſce, what the duty of Civill Ma- 
piltrates is, in this kind; Sce we what:they may not med- 
dle with. Secondly, what concernes thera, in duty, in this 
kind, 1, The execution of Minifteriall Fun&ions belongs 
not unto them, becauſe, they'are nor thereto called, Heb, 
5.4. Therefore, Saw/ blamed forthis, 1 Sam.13. Inthat, 
being a King, he would take upon him, to burrySacrifice; 


and Vzzieh, 2 Chron. 26. 16, is ſaid, to tranſgreſs the 
I 2 | Com- | 
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; [ticular,' Profane:abuſe of the Sacrament ; the common 


[ Proceed we to the threatning : W herein we may ob- 


Commandement of the Lord herein ; and eLFmaziah well 
rells him, i is not for him. to burg. Incenſe ; and,the Lord 
rikes him with Leproſie. 

. See we, now, What it is,that belongs unto them, 1 Ma- 
king Laws, for Rabliſhing pure Religion, aboliſhing of | 
falſe ; See this, as, in Nebuchaduezzar, Dan. 3- ſo in fo- 
fiah,&c.commended. 3. To ſee to the execution of thoſe 
Laws; So, it is ſaid of oſiah, he compelled thoſe that 
were fonnd-tn 1/rael, and 7wdah,to ſerve the Lord, 2 Chr. 
34.33- 4; To enjoine every Church- Officer, to ſee to his. 
| office,and place, 2 K5g.23.4- 5+ To aflign toevery one 
his particular fiation, and calling, in the Church, 2 Chro. 
17.7- 6. To corre, and puniſh omiſſions : So thar,this 
Doarine is not, excluſively, to be underſtood, in reſpe&t 
of the Civill Magiſtrate ; but ſerves only to awaken the 
Prieſts, that were, in this point of duty, moſt negligent : 
And, parts of the Prieſts duty,this way, are : 1. To teach. 
2, To exerciſe Diſcipline, 

| Therefore, how well they diſcharge Miniſteriall Offi- 
|ces, that are the foremoſt in corrupting the ſincere wor- 
ſhip. of God ; confider we : Corruptions in Religion are 
lof two ſorts: T1. In matter. 2. In manner. In matter, 
when meansof worſhip not preſcribed, are brought in'by 
men, as ©Mat.15 9. How full of ſuch Corruptions is the 
| Charch of. Rowze ?. In manner, when abuſes in the wor- 
ſhip of God, are tolerated : Secondly, See here, what we { 
have:to anſwer to that common objection of the people ; 
That we meddle where we need not, when we oppoſe our 
felyes to-eorruptions in Religion : As, to inſiſt in one par= 


faying is, The unworthy  Communicant ſhall himſelf 
| ſmart for his profaneneſs, True ; yet the Miniſter alſo, 
For, to him is this Commandement given, to inhibit, as 
much as in him lyeth, all-profaning of. the Lords holy Or- 
-dinances. | | 


ſerve, | 


——_ 
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ſerve, how the Lord, in threatning of Judgment, interpo- 
ſeth condition of obedience, and repentance; which if per- 
forme?, the ſtreame of Gods judgments is ſtayed ; See 
7er. 18.7,8,9, I 9. 

See then, how true it is, what the Lord profeſſeth of 
himſelf, Ezek, 33. 11. That he delights not in the death 
of ſinners, but rather would, they ſhould convert and 
live, that every mouth may be ſtopped : And ſee, whether 
ever the Lord was haity (before warning) to execute 
judgment upon any people : The old world had cerrup- 
ted their waics before God ; yet not ſuddenly ſwept 
.away, but Noah ( a Preacher of righteouſneſs) given to 
warn them ; So, in Sodom, Lots example, and admoni- 
tions; So Hirruſalem; often would the Lord haye ga- 


thered them ; with our ſelyes, the Lord hath thus | 


dealt. 

"Then, that we may avert, and turn away the judgments of 
God from us : See our duty, of two branches: 1. To 
hear, that is, with attention and regard, to mark what 
the Lord requireth of us. 2. To lay it to heart : And, 
this duty hath in it two things : Firſt, Due conſideration 
of what the Lord enjoynes. Secondly, Reſolution, and 
care, to put it into pratice ; the other without this, no- 
thing, Laſtly, To give glory to Godby reforming abuſes, 
CrePt 1N upon us. 

Beloved, The Lord hath come near unto us, in ſundry 
judgments + Peſtilence hath long dwelt in our Land ; Fa- 
mine and ſcarcity have been oft amongſt us : greater 
Judgments may be expeed,. if theſe be neglected ; - and 
yet, who carcs to heare? Or, hearing, who confiders ? 
Or, conſidering, who reforms ? So that, juſt muſt needs 
be our deſtruction, whenſoever the Lord ſhall bring it 
upon us, | 

See the Judgments : 1. Curſe their bleſſings, that is, 
weaken their abundance. 2. Corrupting their ſeed, ſo ta- 
king, away hope of recovery. 3. Cait dung upon their 
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Faces, that is, extremity of vileneſs, and contempt : And, 
the cauſe of all this, corruptions in Religion. 

Corruptions in Religion cauſe of moſt judgments of 
God ; See Neb. 13.81. Did not your fathers thus, and all 
this wrath is come upon us? er, 44. Their Incenſc-burn-. 
ing to the Queen of Heaven, true cauſe of Gods judg- 
ments.; Hag. 1. The people wonder at their Famine ; 
the Lord ſers them down this, one true cauſe, and reaſon 
of it, His houſe lay waſte, ver, 9,10, Exod-.32, The Calf 
incenſeth him. | 

See we, then, to what cauſe we may impute all thoſe 
heavy Plagues, wherewith the Lord hath ſo long followed 
us ; ſurely, no doubt, this the main, Negle&tof Religion, 
and of the worſhip of God, in Princes, Prieſts, People. 
And, this let us all be afſurcd of : Never to have peace, 
till abominations, this way, be removed from us : And, 
therefore, let us all be admoniſhed, for our particulars, 
here to begin Reformation, at the worſhip, that it may 
pleaſe him; to'turn away his fierce wrath,that he hath de- 
eerminedeobring upon us ; many are the corruptions,that 
are grown in upon us, this way : Reſolve we, every of us,” 
with Zoſnah,cap.24-15. es for me, and my houſe, we will 
ſerve the Lord. : | | 

1 Will corrupt your ſeed, Sothen,Cod is he, that is,the 
infliger of all judgments : From him come Famine, Po- 
verty, Infamy,&c. «Amos 3.6. No evill inthe City, but 
the Lord hath done it ; SO 1/4.45.7. Fob 5.6, Affiiftion ri- 
ſeth nor-ourt of the duſt, | 

IHamichees, then, are here refuted, who dream'd of a 
double, or twofold beginning ; one, Authonr of good 
things ; The other, of evill, For the nnderſtanding where- 
of, know we; That nothing is /#mmum malum;infliting 
of pains a part of Jultice, and therefore hath in it ſome 
—_— of goodneſs. Again, amongſt our people, Luck 
and Fortune carry away all : But, though in refpeR of us, 
that know not ſecond cauſes, ſome events may be termed 


caſuall, | 
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caſuall ;- yet in reſp2& of God, all things are determined; 
not a ſparrow falls to the ground, without our father, 
' Mat.10.35.. Some ſtick in ſecond Caufes,,mpute famine 
to drought,&c. But, though it be true, that judgments 
arc many times cxecuted by ſecond caules ; yer ſo, as that 
the fart Cauſe orders all, barrenneſs comes of drought, 
but the Lord makes drought ; Hag, 1. 11. I called for a 


drought, ec. Therefore, Learn we to whom, in all judg- 


{mices, and he only mult heale. 


— 
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Vs. 4,5. 
eAnd je ſhall knoW that 1 have (ent this Commandement 


| ments, to reſort ; See Hoſ.6.17. To the Lord, it ishe who | 


unto you, that my covenant might be in Levi, ſaith the 

Lord of Heſts. My covenant was with him, of life and 

peace; and I gave them to kim, for the fear, wherewith 
| he feared me, and was afraid before wy Name. 


Ollow-now the Reaſons : 1. From the ſpeciall mercy 
L of God beſtowed upon them, and their fore-fathers: 
' Gods Covenant was with them, of life and peace. : 

Now, Gods Covenant is of foure ſorts. x. Generall, 
made with 4l{ Creatures, Ger. 9.  '2, With the Church, 
in generall. 3. With the Church of the Ele. 4. With 
| ſome particulars, of ſome ſpeciall graces : of this laſt, muſt 
this ptace be nnderitood,. God having entreda Covenant 
' with them eſpecially, to give them life, and peace 
| Soithen, with Miniſters eſpecially, hath the Lord-m2de 

a Covenant of Peace, binding himſelf, eſpecially, to be a 
' mighty ProteRor, and gracious rewarder of them : And 
|therefore ye ſhall ſee, [in evill times; how the Lord hath 
given ſpeciall charge of chem ; Towch not 'm#ne Anomted, 
aud do my:Prophets no harme; hath madeſpeciallpromiſe 
' of aſliftance, .and proteRtion, unto rhem, ' HHar.1 8. and 
' we ſee ſandry examples hereof ; as, if ye read the whole 
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Scriptures, you ſhall not ſee any to whom more ſpeciall de- 
liverances vouchſafed, than unto them ; See in Jeremy, 
Elijah, Peter, &c. God was their portion. | 

And,this ſhould be our incouragement, unto whom the 
Diſpenſation of the word is committed, couragiouſly to 
do our duties ; Fer. 1.18. It is true, that of all men, we 
are moſt ſabjeA ro the hatred of the world, as being thoſe 
whom the Lord hath called to deale with the ſins of men; 
bur yer, if we ſhall look up to our God, that hath made 
Covenant with us; leaſt cauſe haye we, of all others, to 
fear the malice, or power of Adverſarics, 

This ſhould be an admonition unto the people, to take 
heed, how they attempt any malitious courſes againſt 
them : The Lord hath ſaid, concerning his people, in pe- 
nerall ; he that toucheth them,toucheth the © Apple of his 
eye ; but, more ſpeciall care of Miniſters hath he, every 
where, proteſted : And, would God, this could ſink in- 
to the hearts of thoſe wretchleſs people amongſt us, whoſe 
indignitics and wrongs, no men taſte more. 

For the fear wherewith he feared me, and Was afraid le- 
fore my name. | Here have we Levi's behaviour, in the 
Covenant, declared by the cauſe, efteAts, and ſigns of it. 
Feare of God, is an affeRion of the heart, whereby we 
reverence the Majeſty of God, and flye from his offence, 
in all things: | 

Of it there are three kinds : 1. Meerly ſervile, ſuch in 
Devills, 7am.2.19. 2. Meerly Filiall, foch in the Saints 
in heaven. 3. Mixt of both ; which is that only, whereof 
we partake in this life: The firſt of theſe ariſeth only from 
judgments, cither felr, or feared; and only,in that regard, 
reſtraineth: The ſecond, from Gods goodneſs, and feel- 
iog of his mercy, Hof. 3. lt. and, in reſpe& thereof,cau= 
ſeth to depart from evill : The laft, from both; partly, 
from fear of jadgment ; partly, from ſence of mercy: But, 
Let us ſee the properties, and effets of it. 1. It cauſeth a 
reverence of the Majcity of God ; therefore, the Lord 

called 
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called,T he fear of Jacob ; and ſheweth ir ſelf partly, in | 
ſpeaking reverently of God, and his ſerviccs ; partly, in 
'tremblingat his words ; partly, ina ſeemly carriage in all 
things, asin the preſence of God ; together with a con. 
{tant care to depart from evill,and a ſtout courage in good 
cauſes, and courſes : Try by theſe things. 

And, I gave them to him. ] Here, we obſerve, That 
fear of God is his own gift; See 7er.32.40. And, this ap- 
pears' by that generall depravation of nature, whereby, | 
ſince the fall of Adam, we are deſtitute of all ſaving grace, 
Rom.3.18, Naturall men are thus deſcribed, No fear of | 
God before their eyes ; apparent, by effects contrary, run- 
ning into all exceſs of riot, without any bridle,or reſtraint, 
till rhis gift of God be-obteyned, . || td rh 

If this be ſo, where is that Doctrine of free-will,taught 
by the Church of Rowe ? 

And ſecondly, ſee the excellency of this gift ; 7er.32. 
40. ſet out in the Scripture, by ſundry Arguments : 1. It 
is made the note of a Child of God; therefore, it is the 
aſuall deſcription of men Religious, to be ſuch as fear the | 
Lord. 2. Blefledneſs promiſed unto it, Blefſed is the man 
| that feareth the Lord. 3. The immunity- that ſuch men 
have,in common judgments, 


TE 


had given thee all che wealth of the world, ſevered from 
it : This, indeed, by carth-wormes, commonly counted | 
faint-heartzdneſs ; whereas it is,indeed, The highelt point | 


| Wherefore, bleſs God, ifhe haye given it unto thee ; | 
and think him more mercifull tothee, in this, than if he } 


of wiſdom, and courage. . 


Obſerv. 


Uſe. 


« 
. 
— 


©," 


Uſe 2» 


ezech.2.8. 


Whar the fear 
of God 15» 


| are moſt ſabjeAro the hatred of the world, as being thoſe 
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Scriptures, you ſhall not ſee any to whom more ſpeciall de- 
liverances vouchſafed, than unto them ; See in Zeremy, 
Elijah, Peter, &c, God was their portion. | 
And,this ſhould be our incouragement,unto whom the 
Diſpenſation of the word is committed, couragiouſly to 


do our duties ; Fer. 1-18. It is true, that of all men, we 


whom the Lord hath called to deale with the ſins of men; 
bur yet, if we (hall look up to our God, that hath made 
Covenant with us; leaſt cauſe haye we, of all others, to 
fear the malice, or power of Adverſarics, 

This (ſhould be an admonition unto the people, to take 
heed, how they attempt any malitious courſes againſt 
them : The Lord hath ſaid, concerning his people, in ge- 
nerall ; he that toucheth them,toucheth the © Apple of his 
eye; but, more ſpeciall care of Miniſters hath he, every 
where, proteſted : And, would God, this could fink in- 
tothe hearts of thoſe wretchleſs people amongſt us, whoſe 
indignitics and wrongs, no men taſte more. 

For the fear wherewith he feared me, and vas afraid Le- 
fore my name. |] Here have we Levi's behaviour, in the 
Covenant, declared by the cauſe, cffeAts, and ſigns of it. 
Feare of God, is an affeion of the heart, whereby we 
reverencethe Majeſty of God, and flye from his offence, 
in all things: | 

Of it there are three kinds : 1. Meerly ſervile, ſuch in 
Devills, Zam.2.19, 2. Meerly Filiall, ſuch in the Saints 
in heaven. 3. Mixt of both; which is that only, whereof 
we partake in this life: The firſt of theſe ariſeth only from 
judgments, cither felr, or feared; and only,in thar- regard, | 
reſtraineth: The ſecond, from Gods goodneſs, and feel- 
iog of his mercy, Hoſ.3. «lt. and, in reſpe& thereof,cau= 
ſeth to depart from vill ; The laft, from both; partly, 
from fear of jadgment ; partly, from ſence of mercy: But, 
Let us ſee the properties, and effets of it. 1. It cauſeth a 
reverence of the Majcity of God ; therefore, the Lord 

called 
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| that feareth the Lord. 3. The immunity: that ſuch men } 


things, as in the preſence of God ; together with a con. 


cauſes, and courſes : Try by theſe things. 


® 


65 


called,T he fear of Jacob ; and ſheweth ic ſelf partly, inf 
ſpeaking reverently of God, and his ſerviccs ; partly, in| 
'tremblingat his words ; partly, ina' ſeemly carriage in all 


{tant care to depart from evill,and a tout courage in good 


And, I gave them to him. ] Here, we obſerve, That 
fear of God is his own gift; See 7er.32.40. And, this ap- 
pears by that generall depravation of nature, whereby; | 
ſince the fall of Adam, we are deſtitute of all ſaving grace, 
Rom.3.18. Naturall men are thus deſcribed, No fear of 
God before their eyes ; apparent, by effects contrary, run- 
ning into all exceſs of riot, without any bridle,or reſtraint, 
till ehis gift of God be-obteyned, - | td ovrupl 

If this be ſo, where is that DoEtrine of free-will, taught 
by the Church of Rowe? © | 

And ſecondly, ſee the excellency of this gift ; 7er.32. 
40. ſet out in the Scripture, by ſundry Arguments : 1. It 
is:made the note of a Child of God; therefore, it is the 
aſuall deſcription'of men Religious, 'to be ſack as fear the | 
Lord. 2. Blefledneſs promiſe unto it, Bleſſed is the man | 


have,in common judgments, | | 


and think him more mercifull to-thee, in this, than if he | 
had given thee all the wealth of the world, ſevered from 
it : This, indeed, by carth-wormes, commonly counted | 
faint-heartedneſs ; whereas it is,indeed, The higheſt point | 
of wiſdom, and courage. | A 


Wherefore, bleſs God, if he haye given it unto thee ; | 


Uſe. 


—_—__S 


| 6s 


ah 


| Nay, deadly, Rom. 6. 23. For, The wages of every fin, 


| Fore-fathers. And, it is handled in a plenary Compariſon 


mortall fins, that is, ſuch as deſerve, in their own nature, 


| of grace, confedeth, that he was led capriveto the Law 


| corruption, whence they proceeded.tobe a body of death: 


Cuapyp.2. 


A Commentary with Notes, Vzr.6. 
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VBuR. 6. | 
The Law of truth was in his mowth, and iniquity Was not 
found in hs lips : He walked with me in peace,and equi- 
t), ard did turn many aWwgy from iniquity. 


A ſecond reaſon, why the Lord threatens to infli& 
thoſe judgments, upon the Levites, was,their ſwer- 
ving from thoſe good precedents ſet before them, by their 


of unlikes ; The Protaſis whereof contains an explication 
of Levi's behaviour ; The Apodoſs expreſſeth their ſwer- 
ving from the pattern ſet them, ver. 8: ap 
Now, before I proceed to particular handling, it is fir; | 
Firſt, to'remove the glofles of Papiſts. Hence they infer, 
That it is poſſible for ſome man, in the Kate of this life, to 
walk ſo inoffenſively, and perfe&tly before God, that he 
may merit, and deſerve Salyation ; one argument: for 
which they take hence : indeed, they confeſs, rhat we can: : 
not .ordinatily live, without veniall fins ; bur, without 


death, we may : Now, againſt the ſtate of fuch perfecti.. 
on, the Scripture eyery where ſpeaks: The Apolile, Rows. 
7.23. expreſſing the late of himſelf, and others, in ate 


of fm ; and, leaſt they ſhould ſay, they were venial} ſins, 
he acknowledgeth them deadly, when as he calleth the 


And, in many things, we offend alt ; ſhall we ſayvenially? 


is death.” 

Hear the Reaſons : 1. Becauſe, but, in part, ſanRified 
I Cor. 13:15. 2, Knowledge, in part. 3. The perfeftelt 
fear tryall, in extremity of juſtice, which they would not 
do, weretheir works perfeRt, P/a.43. 2. 4. Taught to 


pray for forgiveneſs. Wherefore, if we may live free from 
_mortal 


: 
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\mortall, only with yeniall fins, why may we not perfectly 
expiate ? . 

What then is that perfe&ion, that the Sctipture ſpeaks 
of ? Anſwer, x. PerfcRion in Chriſt, 2. PerfeRion in 
Parts. 3. Uprightneſs, and ſincerity of heart, in all du- 
ties, when we are free from hypocriſie ; And this is that, 
here, commended in Levi. | 

In this verſe, then, we have two things. - 

7. The behaviour of Levs ; in two things; In DoQrine; 
and in life. Tn DoQAtrine, Truth, and it only : In life, 
peaceable, and equall carriage e In both, ſincerity, and 
uprightneſs before Got : ere; 2, we have the effect of 
theſe two, He rarned many from intquity. + 
See here the deſcription of true Paltor, in foure qua- 
lities : 1. That they are Teachers, 2, Teachers of truth 
only, without mixture of errours, or humane inventions . 
3. That they are men of inoffenſive life. 4. That they are 
vpright in all thefe, and walk as with God. Their firſt 


is laid, that the Law of truth was not only in his braine, 
or in kis heart,but that it was in hislips, and in his month; 
therefore, we are called, Feeders of others, Foh. 21. 15. 
Voices, CMat.3.3- Aaron had Bells on the skirts of his 
Garment, and his ſound muſt be heard, when he goes in- 
-| to the Tabernaele, 1? 
Second property, That, as he taught, fo he taugh 

truth, and meere truth, without wilſull mixture of falſe- 
hood, or other corruptions ; therefore Pal, as he bids 
as preach, fo to preach'the Word, 2 7m. 4. 3,4. and, it 
muſt be wholſome DoArine;- and, Phariſees arc blamed, 
not, for that they taught nothing but errour, {for ſome 
truth they taught, TMar. 23. 1, 2. ) but, forthart they 
(mingled) errours,and humane devices; Afar. 16,6-a8T.cas 
ven that ſoured the whole lump: Fo 4 

Third this, That as he tanghe well; fo, he'lived 


good property, is, That they are Teachers; therefore, it | 


rightly, and inoffenſively; « ſingular duty of a Miniſter; 
> K 2 See! 
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| touching life, as a liberty of teaching : and Cat. 5. 16. 


feCtion, that ought to be in the Prieſts. 

Fourth, That all this was done, in ſincerity, and up- 
rightneſs of heart : this that Pas! challengeth to himſelf, 
2 Cor.1.12, and- counts it his chicf .comfort '; walking 
with God ; that is, when a man is not carried away with 
the ſtreame of the times, but keeps on a conſtant endea- 
vour of approving himſelf, and his heart,to God, 
Reproyed here all ſuch, as in place of Teachers, teach 


ability, as, how many amongſt our ſelves, in this Church 
of England. 2. All ſuch, as having ability, yet uſe noe 
their gifts, ro the good of Gods people ; See 1 Cor. 12.7. 
the gifts of the Spirit are given, to profit withall ; called 
diſpenſers, x Cor.4. 1.and, 1 Pet. 4. 10. As wehave rc- 
ceived, ſo we muſt miniſter the ſame gift, to edifica- 
tion. | ks 

Secondly, Thoſe that teach, but teach unſoundly ; whe- 
ther groſs errours, or quirks'of their own wit : The Apo- 
[tle dealing againſt this kind of Teaching, thus ſaith, That 
their labour, and reward is all loſt, 1 Cor. 3. 15. They 
_—_ the Temple of God ; and the Lord ſhall deſtroy 

gol: - ++! ST 

| Thirdly, Thoſe that teaching truths, and nothing but 

triiths, yet walk inordinately, to the diſgrace of truth, 
hinderance of. the Goſpell : How many ſuch are evety 
where? cauſing Chriſts ordinances , as the Sons of .E/:, 
i Sam.2.17. did the Lords ſacrifices, by their ungracious 
lives, to be loathed. Re, 
: » Fourthly, That are outwardly painfull,. and honeſt ; 
vet, without uprightneſs. of heart, in the ſight of God ; 
Phil,1,x5. Some ſuch. ſpoken of, that preached Chriſt, 
indced;,bur it was, out of envy, or, for filthy Lucre ; ſuch 
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See 1 Tim.z. As much care takes the Apoſtle, to inſicy& 


Let light ſhine by.pood works ; Sce 1 Cor. 9. »lt. and the | 
myltery of Vrim, and Thummir, that is, light, and per- | 


not at all; and theſe, of two ſorts: 1. Some, for lack of | 


an 
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an one Was /udas ; And, would God, many ſuch did not 

diſcover themſelyes,'dayly ; their ſins} cannot,'b& hid, 

I 7Tim.'5.24. <8 Teri leate?s .H KC)-ar2i367 108-310 
Now, this, as it teacheth ns, in place of Miniſtry,to'la- 


i . 


[2 


{ bour to beſuch ; ſo you that are the people, to pray God 


to g-ve ſuch Paſtors uato his people ; Ha. g. nt, Pray 
God, that he would thruſt forth Labourers. into his.har- 
velt., Beloved, How our Church gyoans under the bur- 
then of ſuch idle, Idoll, or profane ſhepherds , we ſee, | 
and can talk of ; would God, we could heartily bewaile, 
and, as becomes us, pray heartily, for redreſs ; no doubt, 
we _—_ ſee the work of the Lord goe faſter for- 
ward. 1 24k | | 
And did turne many away from iniquity. Inthis clauſe, 
we have expreſſed the effeof theſe Levites,thus demean- 


ing themſelyes : They turned many from iniquity. 


Senſe : How: is this ſaid of the Miniſtry, when con- 
yerſion is made the.peculiar work of God'? Anſwer, As 
tco.Inſtrumenrs, becauſe, by- them, the Lord works conver- 
ſion, faith, repentance, &c. Therefore,we are ſaid, to ſave 
others, 1 75m. 4. lt. to wit, as Inſtraments ; becauſe, 
without us; God ordinarily, ſaves none; and, by us, and 
the fooliſhneſs of Preaching, ſaves them that believe ; 
therefore, .-1.Cor: 3. 9. ſaid: to be gurepye ber;, fellow- 
workers with God, and Inſtruments effeRuall ; Miniſters, 
by whom ye haye belicyed;; ſo to remit ſins; as Inftru- 


1 ments, and Miniſters.  . :. 


So then, here gþſerve; That the Miniſtry,of the Word, 


{ in the-mouth of a faithfull;Paſtor; is not ineffeRuall, but 


is Gods ſtrong power tg)Salvation, Roms, 1.16, Sec 1/4. 
8.18. Loeme, and the, children Which thou haſt given 
me, 2 Cor.10.4. The- weapons of our warfare are not 
carnall, but mighty; through God ; H+b.4.22.' mighty: in | 
operation ; 1 Cor. 14. 25. Prophecy humbles, an makes| 
fall down. | 


| 


Uſe 2. 


Obſerv; 


The reaſon whereof is, The promiſe of God, and his: 


K3:. good 


dub t—anttpnis — a oe 


Uſe 1. 
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Cuar.2. A Commentary, with Notes, V=R.6. 


200d pleaſure ; 1 will be with you, that is, not only to | 
protc& you, andto affit- and enable you ; bur, to bleſs 
your Miniſtry. Obje&. Sometimes incffeuall. Anſwer. 
A double cffe& of the Miniſter, 2 Cor.2. 15, 16: T/a.55- 
to. As the ſnow, and the raine. 2, Frait may be, that is 
not ſeen, as in Eſ/;as his time, ſeven thonſand, but inviſible, 
Rom. 11.4. eAft. 18. to. much people in that City. 
3. Thoughblefling promiſed, yet times and Teafons kept 
in Gods power ; as A. 18:10. The day of viſttation is 
not come. | 

- This ſhould be our inconragement, to whom the Mi- 
niſlry of the word of God is'comitted, if we walk up- 
rightly, in the ſight of God : howſoever, perhaps, we ſee 
nor, atrhe firſt; the feoirs of oor labours 3 yet (keeping 
our ſelves in the waies of God) and waiting on him, we 
expe ableflinp. 


| and ſerondly, Par! ſhaktshis raiment, eAﬀs 18, 6. but 


ir iv troly @ diſeomfortable thing to be a Miniſter, to 
take paines; where no fruit appears; it made! Feremy re- 
folye to ſperakno'mortin'the nate of the Lord, Fer. 20.9. 


is reproved of rhe Lord, 

-- Thris ſhould taach ws, not to deſpiſe the Miniftry of 
the word-of God, being 6rdeitied to be fo powerfull an |. 
Inſtrument co'-comvert's many'fach ſpeeches! there be of | 
profane then they'carinot remember, that'ever they were | 
the better for ahy Sermon they heard: ; It may well fo be; 
for,this ſeed takes not root in all grofnds: But,this I dare | 
ſay, Hetharwith anhoneſtheart hath heard, Zzk, 8.15. 
can ſy, Heſetdome hath head Sermon, bur, he hath been | 
betrered thereby : how powerfvll feele wwe it ripping up | 
corrnptions, inhumbling for fins, in furthering with-com.- | 
fort, &c? And, lct ſachas haye not fekt their power, ſaſ- | 
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| difficulties, andioþſcyricies. mingled in-Scxiptures ; many 
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Yn 8.394 *1;.. | | 

F or the Prieſts lips ſhould keep knoWledge, :avd, they foowld 

ſerk, the Law at his month ; for, he' is the Meſſenger of 
the Lord of Hoſts. 


Clp of Papiits : Hence they deduce, That Prieſts can- 
not erre ; how abſurdly; Sce wer.$, They had forſa- 


That this no promiſe, but a preſcription of duty. The 
Lord doth not promiſe, that they ſhall be free from er- 
rour ; but preſcribes what were their duties, namely, to 
labour to be even a treaſure-houſe of knowledge for the 
progie of God: ſo alſo, that place, 1.7 5w-3.underſiood 
of Office, not of FaR. Sl 
| Henee, then, may we obſerve, What the Office of a 
Paltour is. He mult be ſuch an one, as is ſtored with know- 
ledg of the will of God; See Mar. 13. 52. The good 
Scride;&c, Thoſe many offices required of us ſhew it ; as, 
to baable to reſolve all doubts, to convince errours, &c. 


| Tx#.1.9, | ; 
, Ten knowiedy wor ewo ſorts : x Theoreticall. 2 Ex-| 


perimental ; both theſe neceſſary in a Miniſter. 
And it ſhould teach us, as Pal. 1 Tims. 4 13. to give 


| attendance unto reading,&c. 1gnorance and Idlenefs, fit 
| not (of allmen elſe ) a Miniſter, Secondly, Pray God for 


-- 


| (ach ; it is his preat bleſſing,when {ach are given, fore. 5, 


to feed as with knowledg,and with underitanding. 
' Thenext is,theduty of the people, in xeſpeR of ſuch a| 
Miſter; to ſeek the Law at his mouth, 
. Hence then we collect, Thatit is Gods. ordinance, the 
people ſhall depend on the Miniſtry of the Word Sce | 
t 7 heſ.3.28, Deſpiſe not Propbecying ; Heb.10.,25. For-! 
ſake nor our. aſſembling together, For this cauſe, many 


| ibings ard co be underſtood, * perverted by the —_— 
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ken the Way, aud cauſed many to fall : Know. we, then, | 
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Obſarv. 


Uſe. 


Obſerv. 


fu Pet, 3.16. 


1 


Bn. AO COT _——_— 


CuaPr.2. A Commentary, with Notes, Vzr.6. | 


Uſe 2. 


good pleaſure ; I will be with you, that is, not only to 
protec you, and to affilt- and enable you ; bur, to bleſs 
your Miniftry. Obje&. Sometimes incffeRuall. Anſwer. 
A double cffe& of the Miniſter, 3 Cor.2. 15, 16: T/a.55+ 
0. As the ſnow, and the raine, >, Fraic may be, that is 
not ſeen, as in Eras his time, ſeven thonſand, but inviſible, 
Rom. 11.4. eAFt. 18. to. much people in that City. 
3. Thoughbleſling promiſed, yet times and Teafons kept 
in Gods power ; as A#, 18,10. The day of viſitation is 
got come. | 

This ſhould be our inconragement, to whom the Mi- 
nillry of the word of God is'committed, if we walk up- 
rightly, inthe ſight of God : howſoever, perhaps, we ſee 
not, at rh firſt; the fevirs of onr labours ; yet (keeping 
our ſelves in the waies of God) and waiting on him, we 
expe a —_— | | | 
1 tr iv truly's diſeomfortable thing to be a Miniſter, to 
take paines, where no fruit appears; it made” Ferri re- 
folye eo ſperakno'tmort inthe nathe of che Lord, Fer. 20.9 
and ſerondly, Pas! ſhakes his raiment, eAﬀs 18, 6. but 
is reproved of rhe Lotd, . © i 
-- Tiris ſhould taach 1s; not to deſpiſe the Miniſtry of | - 
the word -of God, being ordeitied to be fopowerfull an || 
Inſtramect eo'-comvert's many 'fack ſpeeches! there be of 
profane ten they carinot remember, that ever they were ! 
tho better for ahy Sermon they heard: ; It may well fo be; | 
for,this ſeed takes not root 1n all groands: But,this 1 dare 
ſay, Hetharwith un honeſtheart hath heard, Zak, 8,15, | 
can (ay, He ſo1dome hath heard Sermon, but, he hath been | 
betrered thereby : how powerfull 'feele we it ripping up | 
corrnptions, inhumbling for fins; in furthering with-com- | 
fort, &c> And,/lct ſuchas haye notfek their power, ſaſ- | 
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| attendance unto reading,8&c. Ignorance and Idlenels, fit 
] not (of all men elſe ) a Miniſter, Secondly, Pray God for 
ſuch ; it is his great bleſſing, when ach ace given, 


- SS 
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F or the Prieſis.lips ſhould keep knoWpledge, and, they ſoowld 

ſeek, the Law at his month ; for, he' is the Meſſtnger of 
the Lord of Hoſts, -— 


Coy of Papilts : Hence they deduce, That Prieſts can- 
not erxe ; how abſurdly; Sce ver.8, They had forſa- 
hen the Way, aud cauſed many to fall : Know. we, then, 
That this no promiſe, but a preſcription of duty. The 
Lord doth not promiſe, that they ſhall be free from er- 
rour ; but preſcribes what were their duties, namely, to 
labour to be even a treaſure.-houſe of knowledge for the 
people of God : ſo alſo, that place, 1.7 5w-3.underſiood 
of Office, not of FaR.- IE. 
- Henee, then, may we obſerve, What the Office of a 
Paltour is. He mult be ſach an one, as is ſtored with know- 
ledg of the will of God; See Mar. 13. 52. The good 
Scrihe;&c, Thole many offices required of us thew it ; as, 
to be-able to reſolve all doubts, to convince errours, &c. 


| Te.1,9, : 


I This knowledg isof ewo ſorts : x Theoreticall. 2 Ex- 
perimentall ; both theſe neceſſary in a Miniſter. 


And it ſhould teach us, as Paul. 1 Tins. 4. 13, to give, 


»Jo] 5, 

to feed as with knowledg,and with under _ 
; Thenext itheduty of the people, in xeſpeR of ſuch | 
Maniſterz to ſeek the Law at his mouth, | 
Hence then we collet, That it is Gods ordinance, the 
people ſhall depend on the Miniſtry of the Word Sce | 
t 7 heſ-5,28, Deſpiſe not Prophbecying 5, Heb«10.,25 For- 
ſake not our. aſſembling together, : Fox this cauſe, many 


| 


| difficultics,, and:;obſcurities, mingled inSexiptures ; man | 
| things bard ro be underſtood,* pery the nakaaed,! 
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Obſerve, | 
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fu Per, 3.16. 
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Uſe. 


q2ion, and praftice of many, 'that they —_—_— ded, by | 
{private reading, "they may<ome to know G 


| that ſome man, namely ſuch'an one, as to whom the Lord | 


| contents himſelf with private duties; he ſhall never come 
| to know God, to Salvation, The Reaſon is, God uſually 
breaks not his ordinary courſe, when it may be had. 2.He. 


| | niſtry is contemned, Pro. 28:9. He that turneth hw eare 
| from hearing the Law, his "cas ſhall be abeminable ; his 


| mark when you will, ſuch men, how it pleaſeth God to | 
| give them'np,, many times,'to foul-and groſs errors, in| 


—— 


and unſtable ; of which we may ſay, as the Eunuch to 
Philip, Atts 8, 31. How: can I underitand , without a | 
guide, or an Imterpreter 2 And ſecondly, For this caule, it 

leafeth God, by: little and lirtle, ro give his graces ; a 
little knowledg, a little experience, ; Wherefore ? But 
that he may continually keep, as it were, an appetite, and 
edge, upon our deſires ? Therefore alfo many decaies,as in 
buildings, Ephe/74.\ that what we ſeemed beſt to know, 
we'forget ;. comfort and conſolation , not ſtable, &c. 
namely,by this means,to evidence the neceſfity of uſing an 
Interpreter. 

T herefore, Beloved, they are deceived, - and do deprive 
themſelves of much/comfort, rhat content themſelves 
with their own private meditation, and ſtudy of the word | 
of God ; and refuſe, or negleR publique Miniſtry : That } 
they uſe private endeayoiirs, I blame nor, but that they | 
negle& the publique Miniſtry ; this is their heavy (in, and 
unſpeakable diſcomfort. And yet, I know a common 0p1- | 


- 


od, in\Chriſt, 
to Salvation. Now, Beloved, I will not ſay ſimply, but. 
denies the -publique Miniſtry, may come to ſaving faith, 
by teadifg ; no nor, but that a man living in the Church, | 
may-come toa great 'meaſure' of 'diſcourſing knowledg. 
Bur this I ſay, A man that may heare, and will not ; and 


hath curſcd all private devotions, where the publique Mi- 
ed unto him : And therefore, | 


{tudy, reading, all is accur 


judgment, and life : wherefore, I ſay again; Deſpiſe not 


| Prophecying, He 


————__ —_— 


| Cnaret upon the Prophet Malachy. 'Ven$. 


- He's the: Meſſenger of the Lord of Hoſts. | 1. His Of- 
fice. : -2. The Author of it; See we the meſſage, Rows, 1 c- 
I5. 2: Cor. 5.20, From whom ſeat, fromthe Lord of 
Hoſts. . 

Now, this teacheth us thatare Miniſters,ſundry duties: 
x. Not to add, alter, or diminiſh = ching of chat Me. 
ſagethe Lord hath put into our mouths ; this the'officeof 


| raught, with meckneſs and reverence , tocntertaine our 
Meſſage, howſoeyer diftaſtefull unto you ; conſidering we 
are bur Meſſengers. Thirdly ; ſeeing Meſſengers of the 
Lord of Hoſts; you are taught reverence to us, in reſpe&t 
of our Meſlage : The! eontemprt of a Miniſter, in reſpe&t 
of his Meſlage, is the contempt of him that ſends, Iar. 
10.40, And, that contempt the Lord will never ſaffer to 
#0 unpuniſhed : Whenf David ſaw, how his Meſſengers, 
whom he ſent to Haxxy, to entreat of peace berwixt them, 
were uſed; or rather abuſed by him, his wrath is enkind- 
led, and juſtly,againſt him : And, let all choſe that-deſpiſe 
Miniſters; lay it to heart ; Ye have heard of the fins of So- 
dom, and Gomorrah ; and how the Lord made them ca- 
ſamples of his vengeance; ibelieve it, for the mouth of 
eruth hath ſpoken ir ; very Sodomy it ſelf, is not a heavier 
fin, nor more ſeverely puniihed in hell, than this of deſpi- 
ſing a Miniſter, in the faithfull diſcharge of his Mini- 


ltry. 


——_— 


EY Py ————— 


| TR Vun.s. - leet 

{ But ye are departed out of the Way : ye have cauſed many to 
tumble at the Law : ye have corrmpted the Covenant of 

- Levi, ſaiththe Lord of Hoſts. KL | 


Rdinary Paſtors (many) erre; and. teach falſe. T50- 
Arine : For Explication,; Paſtors of the' Church, 


a good Meſſenger. Secondly, Youthat are the'people,arc |. 


Obſerv. 


| Obſerve 


are of two ſorts ; ſome cxtraordinarily raiſed up by the |. 
of - i _ _ Lacd, jj 


f'2 Sanyo, 


£ 7 4 * x re, 
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g lt King.22. 


Crtar.2. | upon tht Prophes Malachy. V «x78; 


Prophets, and Apoltles,of whom Peter faith, 2 Pet. 1.c. 
That they ſpake not,of any private motion, but even as 


_ | they were inſpired by the Holy Ghoſt : Ordinary, ſuch 


as by ordinary calling are deputed to the Office of Teach- 


ing 5 of theſe; whether alone, or colleRed, it is true;they 


may Erie. i! ; : FAA 

Firſt; That they haveerred ; See ©I/ar. 23. Scribes and 
Phariſces fate in Moſes Chair, had ordinary calling, and 
ſucceſſion, without-interruptton 5 yet chad they Leaven 


ſhould ſay, That” Singularly they might: erre, but not 

ColleAed ;7] See Mar 15:64. High Prieſt, and all af. 
emblcd,- and yet conclude of Chriſt, He had blaſphemed, 
Secotidly, if not,. then "becauſe they- ſpake infallibly, by 
inſpiration'of the holy Ghoit - But, this not ; for, then i 
will follow, that their decrees are 6:9ywre, and fo;of 
cquall authority with che Scripture. Thirdly, if not;this, 
cither in reſpe&t of Multitnde,.or Wiſdome, or Holineſs, 
or Promiſe; but, firlt; Multittzde frees them not, as in 
eAohabs 8 Prophets; and that warnieg, agree not with a 


Wiſdome, for, they are not alwaies the wiſeſt,/-that arc 
aſſembled inCouncells.Thirdly, Not in reſpeRtof holineſs ; 
for, themſdycs confefling, They may be as lewd as any.4. 
Nor in reſpe& of promiſe. If any alledge, 70h.16.18.An- 


and that, as well ſeparate, as colleted. 

Beſides all this ; expetienge Meweth it : Conciliam Lao- 
dcenems approves only the books, that are now received; 
| Tredent concludes the Apocryphall; one maſt ned erre : 
Councill of Neoce/area, agaifhſt' ſecynd marriages, .and 
will have Prieſts put them to penance, that admit them; 


| yetS. Pautiwarrants them, Rom. 7:3: 1.Cer.7,39. 'Coun- 


cill of Nice ordcined rebaptization for all, that had fol 


lowed Paulaes Samoſttanus.: 
| Objca. 


Lord, extraordinarily afliſted by his Spirit z ſuch were 


mingled with their Dofrine, CAſar.18.8. And, leſt any } 


 Multicude, Exod:23.2. ; Secondly, Not in reſpect of their | 


ſwer, That promiſe,in that meaſure, made to the Apoſtles; | 


| - —_ 


OC EE ECCCIC CCL WE 


1 —_ TT 


| ObjcR. The high Prieſt of the New Teſtament canmoF. 


ſends Preachers to publiſh. John the 23. That the ſouls of 
men are mortall;and that there is no Reſurrection,nor Life 
after this. Howorine a Monothelite, and this he did Jog- 
matizare, deliver by way,and as in the nature of a decree; 
What nceds more ? 
Heare Reaſons proving it - 1 Tgnorance, 1 Cor. 1}. i2. 
2. Imperfe&t SanRification. 3: No premiſe of Infallible, 
and.inceflant afſiftance; that promile peculiar to-Apoſtles, 
oh.16.12. 
7 Let it teach us that wiſdome that S. Paxl preſcribes, 
To try all things, 1 Theſ.5.21. 1 7oh.4. 1. and evea to fill 
our ſelves with knowledg of the Word of God'; And 


-out of the way, and a reviving of old Errours. And, in 


with them, Mar .15.14. | 

Ye have cauſed many to fumble at the Law. ] So' (el. 
dome falls a Miniſter alone, but draws many with him in- 
to fellowſhip of errours, and corrupt manners; See 2 7 599. 


more ungodlineſs; See Gal.2.1 4. P#terscxamplecompul- 
ſory,8&c. Now, this cauſing many others to fall, is, part- 
ly; through negle& of Inſtruction ; partly, through conni- | 


others in.the ſame condemnation ; See Fer.10.21, The 


CuaP.t- upon the Prophet Malachy. Ven. 8. | 


Anſwer, True, if underſtood of Chriſt : Bur, if of the 
Pope, ye ſhall ſee experience. Liberins ſubſcribed to Artis; 
aniſme.?ohx the 22 that the ſouls of the wicked ſhould not, 
at all, be puniſhed, till the day of Judgment, and. this he! 


never ſo much admire any Miniſter, be his gifcs never-ſo | 
reyerend, as not. to bring him to the eEmmon tryall, and | 
'touchſtone - And, if eyer' this Exhortation needfull, | 
now are the Times ; wherein youſhall ſee a'manifeit-going | 


ſach Times, lamentable the caſe of men ignorant, or neg- | 


ligent, this way ; And, let no man ſay, Their Teachers | 
ſhall anſwer. Thotigh that be true, yet thou periſheſt alſo | 


2+ 17. their ſpeech frets like a Canker, and encreaſh to | 


yance ; partly, through example : So that a Miniſters Er- | 
rours, whether in Judgment, or PraQtice, enwrap many | 


Uſe. 


Obſctrv. 


L 2 Paſtors 


'75 


_ 


- 


[7 |[Cuav.2. . upon the Propber Malachy. .:Vung8.| 


| | Paſtors were become brutiſh, therefore, all the. Flocks of | 
F914 their Paſtures are ſcattered ; as when a maine ſtone in a 
| 1 Building, ora tall Cedar,falls. PO Fee OI 
bd { .. Reaſons: 1, Evillezamples, in generall, are marvelous | 
vt f prevalent with corrupt nature, even'as Leaven,or as.a gan» 
1 | grene; in the: Body ; but, efpecally thoſe of Teachers, | 
5 +08 | partly, through admiration of-their perſons, ; partly, | 
1 through ignorance, or forgetfulneſs, ratber, thac thoſe who | 
| know moſt, ſometimes -praQtiſe the. leaſt;; and. partly, 
f through a fond opinion, that their Leaders (hall excuſe 
l them.. _ --. ; 23-218 

| Uſe. : Now, this ſhould be an admonition to us, in place of 


Teaching to take heed to our ſelves, as well as unto Learn- 
ing, 1 75m.4-16. A 
So:alfo you; the people, are here admoniſhed of ſandry 
' | daties.. x. As the Lord hath laid this charge on every of 
| | you, to. pray, that the Goſpell may haye free paſſage, | 
| 1 | 2 Theſ.3.1, So, eſpecially, to pray -for-this ; that it would 
\f | pleaſe God, as, to give gifts of knowledg, ſo eſpecially of 
f | Sandification,unto your Miniſters, men, as-your ſelves, 
compaſſed about with many infirmities, and whom Sa- 
| tan eſpecially labours to winnow, and ſift to the very bot. 
i tome 3. and what ſhould many Reaſons need 2 We ſee 
' from, onr wofyll experience, -what impedimeats: to the 


| proceedings of the: Goſpel], the ungracious behaviours of 
[1 | lewd Miniſters are : Pray therefore tor us. 2, The power- 
Tl | full effet of good life. : 
| oi FS 2 . And, as:this duty is to be performed by you, in behalf 
'N. | of. Miniſters : So eſpecially your ſelves, whom the Lord 


4M -"*: "GAP hathmade Þ Pricſts, and Prophetsco your-family ; learn | 
W | EYE you hence, of all the reſt, | co be moſt wary in yourcar- 
\ jo | riage: Such Maſter, ſuch Man ; ſuch Father, ſuch+Son, 
j commonly ſeen-in-experience : And mark, if ye wilh how 
the leaſt of .your Infants crept out of thecradle, like Apes, 
| can imitate the Speeches, Aaions, Geltures, eſpecially,of 
Ti | Parents; and, if nothing elſe, yet let this reſtrain, —_ 
1 ent 


- 


= | 
| RATE 


_— 


i % 
| a neo 


out of the way ; he turned many from: iniquity ; thefe 


| cording to che Covenant, feared God ; Theſe brake the 


a7 


Cua?.2. '.: A Commentary,with\Notes, Vur. Ss. 


lent..is the benefit of it ; wofull the.iflies of the con- 

. Thirdly; ;ſith-this:ſo-; you:are taught' to arme-your 
ſelves, here-againſt ; our Saviour mhath: made us: wary 
again{t ſuch mifleadings, ar, 23.3: where ſpeaking of 
Scribes, and 'Phariſces, he thus admaniſheth ; do as they 
ſay, while they ſpeak out of Loſes Chair: And, every of 
you; labour for ſo mach knowledg of the word.of God, 
that you may beabletg- judge, when they teach rruch, 
when falſhood ; when they-do well, whenil#; See'0h. 
10, 27. The ſheep of Chriſt hcare his voice, know not a 


{tranger. Hence know, that, in imitation; \Cheift ſers vs 
our limits, 1: Cor.11.1. and,  withall' conſider, that fel- 
lows in ſinning, are fellows in puniſhment, Riv:18 a.and, | 
laſtly, beware of too mich admiring the perfonsof men; 
for, how much this preyailes to Herefte- and impiety; wo- 
full experience teachech. $7 | 
Te have corrupted the Covenant of Levi.) Here we have 

expreſſed the .reaſon- of Gods Commination, 'orthreat- 
ning.; partly,. becauſe'the Lord had entred a Covenant 
with Levi; and partly, becauſe they: degenerated from 
the good example of their Predeceſſours, and fo declined 
from the right way. The Proraſss of this diſfimilitude 
explaines the life of their Fore-fathers; | wer. 5, 6,7. | The 
eLpodoſis, the aberration of the Poſterity, ver. 8. Levi 
walked with God, 4n truth, and equity ; Theſe turned 


cauſed many to fall, or to finagainit the Law; He,ac- 
Covenant of Levt,, X 1" 

From the body of the Text, we have two things wor- 
thy our obſervation :- 3. :Degenerating from the holy cx- 
amples of Predeceflors ;is 2 fin hainous in the ſight of God. 
When the Lord (hall, in his mercy, vouckſafe us holy pat- 


| 


terns, and we are not by them moved to walk in their | 


lteps,this thatithe Lord hates; Therefore,caark,how conditi-: 


L*. onally 


eee teh 


Obſerv, 


— — 


— 
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Uſe. 


onally he promiſeth Solomon a bleſſing ; if he will walk be- | 
fore him, as David his father walked, in pureneſs of his - 
heart, and rightcouſneſs, r K5»g.9.4,5, &c. Cap. 11-416. 
This noted as his blemiſh, that he was not, as David his 


Father ; and, 1 King.14.8. The Lord reproves Jerooans 


for this, that he had aor been ashis ſervant David: yea, 
in many places, where worthy commendations of many 
Kings are recorded , yet this is added as a blemiſh, - they 
did not as Davsd, and other their Fathers, | 

And, this may .not ſeem ſtrange, in as much as even 
amongſt men, rightly judging, this is a thing odious, to 
degenerate ſrom our Lincage,and Predeceſſors;but, in Re- 
ligion much more. The Reaſon is, becauſe the Lord hath, 
by ſo many. Precepts, urged this duty upon vs, To imitate 
and follow the ſteps of our Forefathers, when they walk- 
ed after Gods Commandement; Rom.4.W alk in the eps 


of your father «Abraham. 


Or,a. If we conſider, how, by their example eſpecially, 
the Lord cffeRually reacheth us, and gives them as guides 


{unto us, inthe waies of piety, and obedience z How po- 


werfull examples are, chiefly, of Parents, we ſee in com- 
mon experience. And, though God be mercifull,in teach- 
ing by his word ; yet this may not be eſteemed a ſmall 
bleſſing, that it pleaſeth kim to give us guides, to go be- 


| fore us, Jam.5.10. Heb.11.8& 12.1. As,in a journey, it 


is ſomewhat comfortable, to have the way pointed out 


| unto us;but more comfortable,to ſee another more skilfull, 


conducting us; and, if a man will then erre, his crrour 


_ | muſt needs be wilfull ; even ſo, &c. Beſides this, this dege-- 


nerating is a blemiſh, and diſhonour to the name of Pa- 
rents. 

Let us nowapply this, Generally, and Particularly ; 
ſo as tobe admoniſhed thereby, to take heed of degene- 
rating from the holy Patterns, that ovr Fore-fathers have 


| ſet us. 


Beloved in Chriſt ; God hath dealt graciouſly with us, 
2s in 


'Y —_ == - ttt 
py ne © Mo. a. PR FS" mn 4 


— 


Chnrch, he cannot but acknowledg ; as, 1 Sam. 3.1. The 
word of God was precious in thoſe daies, when there was 
no.mantfelt viſion ; how frequent was-it with them,then, 
to ride many a skore miles toheare a Sermon,ſetting apart 
all worldly employments ! But, alas ! -How are our people 
| degenerated,” in this kind | To whem when the Lord 


| 997 y43 audicnee not vouchſafed, or Fc 
| . Agatn,. How dear, was the-woxd of God unto them, 
when, forit, and to maintain it, 'in purity , how many 
of them laid down their lives,and ſhed their bloud 1.Read 
the hiſtories of our. Martyrs, ſet out fox this end ; and,you 
ſhall ſee how many, of all ſorts, and condigions, the Lord 
then crowhed with Martyrdom, and with what cenſtan+ 
they embraced the excremeſt roxmente, for; 'Chriſts 
OTE G | [i 3,995.5 oft Ts 4 roo at 
But bchold, degenerate children !How do we flincheven 
at the leaſt verbajl perſecution, if it be but. a ſcofh;, 2,and 
what" they counted their glory; and that-jultly, we'now 
count.onr ſhame z to be profeſlors of the Gofpell. 'Be- 
ſides, in.education of Children, and- in Rraight-chargiog 
of.them, to maintain the truth, which, they ſealed with 
their bloud, how forward were they # O we flow-backs,in 
his neceſſary duty 1 who gory fg net EX 559413) 
| Time would faile me. to ſpeak of their temperance, the 
jaſt condemnation of qur gluttonous times ; their peace- 
ableneſs, condemning our janglivg ; their hoſpitality, 


li——. 


—_ 


comes home, :eyen in cyery of our particular Congregati- | 


Z 
| | 


con- 
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Obſero. 
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EEC 


condemning 


a judgmient for ſwerying from their fathers footſteps : In 


# 


our nigardly living to our ſelves:Theſe thingy 
we cen, ofc, calk'6f : Lord that we did make conſcience, 
to walk, and to tread in their ſteps ; we wonder, as Solo- 
mon, Eccl.7.0. Why it is, that former daics were better, 
than theſe ; though we enquire not wilely of theſe things, 
when oar manners are ſo far worſe than theirs. 

' More particularly ; I doubt not but many of nscan ſay, 
and 'thar traly, that God hath-given us our own imme. 
diate Parents, Patterns of many excellent graces,Gravity, | 
Piety, love of Religion, Bountifulneſs, &c. ſhall t not 
be our ſin, andſhame, to degenerate, and diſgrace our fa- | 
milies? What preater ſhame can there be, than for the 
Son to talk of his Fathers Religion, himſelf liying as an 
Atheiſt ? Of his Fathers bounty, himſelf a niggard 2 Of 
his Fathers zeale,himſelfa luke-warme Monſter ? | 

Now, ſurely, as-theſe fins are odious in whomſoever ; 
So moſt odious in thoſe,” who have had ſo worthy Pat- 
cerns, as examples} to go before them. "To conelad this 
potent E/ay, in another caſe, Cap.51.2, Conſider Abra- 
ans your Father, and Sarah that bare you ; Conftder 
every of us, and eall to mind. their commendable parts ; 
Surely/-dfall things; the, Lord niolt hates' degenerating 
Children! La W OR UN 0) HY 14H 1 
In the ſecond place, we may hence well obſerve; That 
the piety of the Parent ſhall nor priviledge the degenera- 
ting Child from the wrath of God ; but yet threatned as | 


Exztkiel, Cup.18.20:"The:'Lord' purpoſely teacheh thus 
much -- when the unthankfull-Jews began to jultifie them -| 
ſelves, and condemn' the Lord of injuſtice; for their affli - 
ion, as if they had ſmarted for their Fathers ſins,only ; 
The Lord: proteſteth, that the Son ſhall not dye for the, 
Fathers fin ; nor, on the contrary, a degenerite Child 
ſhallnor live;by'his Fathers right-onſneſs, except hewalk! 
in his fathers {teps : And, this that the Scripture affirmes; | 
Hab.2.4. The juſt ſhall live by his (own) faith. + | 

Objca.. 


_—— 
—_ 


— 


| Cuav.2, vponthe Prophet Malachy. - Vex.8. 


Object. Ff any ſhall ſay, That the Lord hath fome- 
where proteſted ; That, for Davids ſake, he would ſpare, 
as Solomon, Rehoboam, &c. 1 King.11.12. Anſwer, it is 
true, that it pleaſeth the Lord, remembring the righteous 
dealing of Fore-fathers, ſometimes to beltow outward 
mercies upon degenerating Children : But then, theſe are 
not to them, in the nature of bleflings ; ſuch an one may 
have wealth, but to his hurt, as Solomon ſpeaks : Reches 
reſerved to the hurt of the owners thereof. 2. Not the 
Child, but the Parent in them,crowned. 

And, this ſhould teach us, not to truſt, or yainly to put 
confidence in the righteouſneſs, and obedience of our fore- 
fathers ; as if we, for that, ſhould'eſcape the Lords wrath: 
yet this, Beloved, is the conceit of many ungracious 
children, thar love to be telling of their forefathers piety, 
and love, and zeal ; and how many deſcents Religion 
/ hath! continued in their families, what their Fathers fuf- 
fered for the truth ; 8&c. And this is, indeed, 'a Bleſſing 
if men know how aright to uſeit : Its a Bleſſing, when | 
the Lord permits a man a Religious Parent, as aboye ; 
but, ſhall we, therefore; thinke, that we are priviledged 
from Gods wrath, being degenerate /?: nay rather, not 


of our declinings ? was thy father Religious ? Thou an 
Atheiſt > Heavy is thy Condemnation : Thy father fru- 
gall, Hoſpirable ? &c. Thou a ſpend-thrife > Woe | 
worth the time, that ever thou wert born of ſo righteous 


in! | . , 
Obje&t. Promiſe made to parents and ſeed. Au/w 
Rom.9.8. To the ſeed that are ſuch, by Imitation, condi 
tionally, ſo that they Imicate, and tread in their fathers 
Righteous ſteps ;. As well, as to the ſced , who arc fuch 
only, by naturall Deſcent, | 17 


much more laid open to his fierce 1ndignation, becauſe | 


Parents , whoſe ſteps thou refuſeit to follow ,' and walk | | 


M V BR 


U/e 
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Obſery. 


Uſe 


| verſ-3. cap.2+ And ſurely,if good Name,and Reverence, 
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VER. 9» 
Therefore, bave I alſo made you contemptible, and baſe be- 
fore all the people, according as ye kave not kept my | 
wayes,but have been partiall iu the law, 


Ollows now the puniſhment of this their fin ; T have 

made you contemptible , &c. Wherein two thingy, | 
I. The puniſhment. 2. The cauſe of it. 

Where, firſt, obſerve we, That baſe eſtimation amongſt 
the people, is a puniſhment : even this, to be vilely eſtee- 
| med, and diſregarded amongſt men, is a puniſhment ; See 


be a Bleſſing, then is Contempt , a Puniſhment. 
| Object. If any ſhall ſay, that this befell Chriſt, Pſal, 
22. A Worme , and uo man. AnſW. This a part of his 
humiliation, Phil. 2, 196] 
' Obje&. The Lot of the Apoſtles, r (or.4-9. Anſw. 
With the wicked only, for otherwiſe, their feet are beauti- 
full, Roys.10.15.2. Even they alſo have Sins to be chaſte- 
ned ; and this muſt be acknowledged, as a part of che 
Curſe. Deut.28.37. : 

This ſhould teach us Humiliation , under the mighty 
' hand of God, for our many abaſures, we are ſubjeRt unto : 
' there is no blemiſh in good Name, but comes for ſin ; and, 
he hath promiſed to Honour thoſe , that Honour Him. 
Itstrue, that the Lord turns theſe things anto the Belt, 
unto his Children, and brings good out of them,unto-! 
| thoſe that are his. As, 1. It ſeems to purge from Am- 
(bition, and defire of vain-glory , a great hinderance of 
(incerity,loh.12.43. 2+ It works in us a care to approve 
[our ſelves the more to God, that we may be glorious tn 
his eyes. 3. It makes us more dyeto the world : But 
yer, it's, in its own Nature , a Puniſhment , and many 


T. 
There- | 


times,tO Gods own children,a chaſtiſement, 


V un.9- 
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Therefore. ] The cauſe followeth ; whence we ob- 
] ſerve ; That vicious life breeds vileneſs of eltimation ; this 
calts'the/alt of the earth to the dunghill ; Luke 14.3435. 
and, as its the Lord promiſe, tro Honour thole that hon- 
our Him ; ſo, they that deſpiſe him, ſhall be deſpiſed, 1 
| Sam.2.3c. How did the Lord honour David, in time 
of his uprightneſs Row did that dog Shimet preſume 
] to raile at him, when he had defiled himſelf ? 2 Sam. 16. 
yea, and how did his own Son faile, in duty towards 
him ? 

So then, let us all heretake notice of the true cauſe of 
that vile c{teeme , wherein,at this day,many live; i ſpeake 
of allſorts of men : Its. a common, and molt juſt come 
plaint, that many have in their moinths ; How much the 
dignity of the Miniſtery,is, in theſe dayes, decayed ; con- 
trary to that Reverence given by (ornelizs unto Peter : 
And,to what cauſc, think yon, do they impute it ? Some, 
to lack-of Authority ; Some, to our poverty ; Some, to 
| decay of Auricular Confeſſion : But, theſe not the maine 
Cauſes : Apoſtles were never Confeflours , yet highly 
elteemed ; never abounded with wealth, yet reverenced ; 
Zohn Baptiſts rochet was of haire-cloath,yet reverenced by 


Herod himſelf. But,this is that which hath expoſed us to 
contempt,namely,the lewd life of many, in place of mini- 
ſters. The like of Magiſtrates;the like of Fathers; the like 
of the Aged ; Children preſume againit the Ancients;and 
| no marvell,when old ageis not found in the way of righte- 
ouſneſs, 17im.4.12., Let no man deſpiſe thy youth , but 
be thou, then, unto rhem that believe, apatterns in goo 
works. | | | 

See wehere, where a man muſt begin to lay the gronnd 
of Reverence, and Reputation, namely, in an holy life - 


Live holily,then ſhalt thou live honourably;if nor amongſt | 


the wicked, yet amongſt Gods Chi!dren, who honour ſuch 
as feare the Lord, Plal.15.4. While «Adam Rood in 10-: 
noceney, the ſavage beaiis did him Reverence z when he 
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iT is, : 
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threw off obedience, they bezan to Rebell ; John Baptiſt 
feared of Herod, becauſe he knew him to be a juſt may; 


T Aat.6.25, 


If a puniſhment, to be vilely eſteemed : then,aBleſſing, 
to be honoured, and jultly well eſteemed, eſpecially for 
Miniſters : good name, a rich pearle, and loving favour 
above filver, and gold, Prov.22 1. Eccleſ.7.3., How pre- 
valent this is, for fecurity 53 how many times did this re- 
{train the fury of Iewes againſt our Saviour ? The people 
held him, as a Prophet, Mat:21.46. Beſides the good, 
that ſuch may do,rather then others : True honour is that 
chat is given by men, rightly judging of the graces of 
God, 

Hence then colle, that its lawfull for a man, by good 
meanes, to ſeek honour, and good report from men ; Sce 
1Tim-4-12. Let no man defpiſe thy youth;& 1Tim.3.7, A 
tellimony even from men withozer, 1s to be laboured for : 
And, here,that litcle regard of approving our ſelves to 
men, jaſtly taxed ; what men ſay, or think, they care 
not ; yet, ſaith the Apoſtle, P/3/.4.8, If there be any 
vertue, if any praiſe, follow things of good report. 

Meanes. 1. To bean Honourer of God 1 Sam.2.30. 
in all carriage,publique, or private. 2. To do the things 
that tend to good Report , rather then fimply, to hunt 
after praiſe. 3. Not principally to ayme at praiſe ; It | 
is like your ſhadow, the more you run after it, the faſter 
it runs from you. 

But have been Partial inthe Iaw.]; A new reaſon of 
this jadgment mentioned ; partiality in the Law. This 
is propounded, ver/'9. 2. Confuted by a reaſon , a com- 
muni principro , and fo from equality ; This uttered in a 
Rheroricall Dialogiſme. | 
See wethe nature of this fin 2 Partiality is, when 

( without juſt cauſe ) one is preferred before another, in 
matterof juſtice ; this is commonly called Acception of 


perſons. ; preferring one before another ; See 1 Tim.5-21. 
Now, | 
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Now, not every ſuch preferring, is partiality ; For, there 
is a preferring of one before another, warrantable; there- 
fore, its added, without juſt caufe : cauſes of preferring, 
of two ſorts ; juſt, unjuſt ; Unjuſt, as When a rich man 
is regarded, for his Riches ; a poor man, for his poverty ; 
See Deat.1.17.Ex01.23.3.Levit.19.15. Laſtly,n matter 
of juſtice, as in puniſhment, or reward, in reproof, or 
forbearing reproof : So, inkindneſs, we may without 
partiality,preferre. 1. Our own betore ſtrangers, 1 Tim. 
5.8. 2. Houſhold of faith, before others, Gal.6.20., but, 
in matter of juſtice, no ſuch thing to be done. 

This preſſed upon Magiltrates,' that they eſpecially ob- 
ſerveit, Deat,1.19, We have the example of God him- 
ſelf, Rom.2.11. 1 Pet 1.17. They are Gods, P/al.82.6, 
nor may inferiour officers goe unpreſſed herein, 

To miniiters urged, with a {traite charge, 1 Tim.5,21. 
However, it be impvtation to my ſelf, To people, Fam. 
2.t. ſundry reaſons, 1, God chuſeth. +2. Rich in 


Law. 5. Acauſeof murmuring, Att.6.1, 


| Veg. 10. I 
Have we not all one Father ? Hath not oxe God createtl us ? 
Why do we deal treacherouſly every man azainſt his 
Brothers by profaning the Covenant of our Fathers ? 


Fre is ſet down the Confutation -: One common 
Chriſt our common Redeemer ; See Eph.4.6. 

This ſhould reach us vniry in judgment, and affeRion, 

in any thing ; and, would God, - in all things, 'we could 


conſider this ! it would be-a bridle from many injuries, 
and injuſtice, 


faith. 3. Heyrs of the kingdome. -4.. A breach of Gods 


principall of all men ; «Adam; our common father; | 
Eve, our common mother ; God our common Creator; | 


Eph.4.3. It ſhould abate pride, teach to avoid parriality | 


Et M 3 Var. 
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© { marriage, with a woman of contrary Religion, with an 


_— —— J—_— — 
hy. 


VER.11,12, 

Iudah hath dealt treacherouſly, and an abomination is com- 

 mittedin Iſrael, and Teruſalem : for, Tudah hath pro- 
Phaned the Holineſs of the Lord , which he loved;and hath 
marryed the daughter of a ſtrange God : The Lord will 
cnt off the man that doth this : the Maſter , and the 
Fchuller,ont of the T abernacles of Tacob ; aud him that 
offeretb an offering unto the Lord of Hoſtes,&c. 


Tranſition from the (ins of the Prieſts, to thoſe of 

the people ; Theſe are two ; beth about Marriage. 
1. Vnequall yoaking themſelves. 2, Diſloyalty , wer/, 
I4-15,16,17. 

In the firlt, weare to confider, 1. The fin. 2. The 
hainouſneſs of it. 3. The puniſhment, 4. The ampli. 
fications, -by frequency, and by Effedts. os 

A hainous fin, for a Child of God to couple himſelf in 


Idolater ; Sec here, how it is called a tranſgreſfion , an 
abomination, a defiling of the Lords Holineſs. 

Reaſons : 2 Cor.6.14. No communion betwixt light 
and darkneſs ; if none at all, then not the neareſt ; Rea- 
ſons : 1. Anunequall yoke. 2. The contrary nature of 
both. 2. The ſpeciall commandment of God this way, | 
E-x04d.341:Demt.7.:- with Reaſons. 1. Of corruption, 
| that may enſue -: and, leſt any preſume,in reſpeRt of gra- 
ces received. 1. Noproteftion out of Gods wayes ; 
as appearcs by Solomons example ; none like him, beloved 
of God, yet Neh.13.26. ſtrange women cauſed him to 
fin ; See alſo Gen.6. Num.25. 1 King.11. Ezr.9.10, 
Where we reade of the judgment of God upon ſuch. 
2. 1 Cor.7:39. Theinjunction is, to marry , only i the 
Loyd. 3- 2 Joh.ver.1o. Not ſo much as God-ſpecd, 
ro heretiques , men of contrary Religion ; much leſs mar- 


riage 
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riage. 4. Great inconveniency ; as griefe to the godly 
parents, II & 27,36. 5.. Care of the contrary 
commanded, in eAbraham, Gen.24. in 7/aak, Gen.28. 
6, Duties hindered, yea ſuch as belong to the main end 
[of marriage, namely, Education in the Information of 
of the Lord, Eph.6. 7. Corruption of manners, in $0- 
lomon, 1 King.1 1. in Achab, this given as a reaſon of 
all his wickedneſs, /ezabel his wife provoked him, 1 Kiwg 
21-25- and, of Tehoram, that he walked in the way of the 
henſe of Achab ; the reaſon given , he Was ſon-in-law to 
the houſe of Achab, 2 King.$.27. $8. Such an one forced 
to "1 and heare, what cannot but grieye the Spirit of 
God. | 


of lethro ? 

Anſw. Examples are no rales, when they ſwerye from 
Gods Commandements. 2. Its likely, they received a 
promiſe, and ſaw likelihood of converſion; Dext. 21. Af- 
ter ceremonies obſerved, they mighe : as, frangers might 
not eate the paſſover, Exod.12. Yet, if any wonld ſubmit 
himſelf, and become a member of Irael ; after ſach incor- 
poration, warrantable, 

Ob. Paul permits Cohabitation. 1 Cor.7.13. 

Anſw. Caſenort the ſame ; marriage onceentred, co- 
habitation may be continued , ſo long as hope ; but not 
therefore to be entred, when we may chule. 

Now, Brethren, here is reproved the common fin of 
cheſe rimes, wherein wealth, or beauty ſwayes all, in mat- 
cer of marriage : What portion ? What friends ? all 
the enquiry ; never, what Religion', or, what graces of 
God ? And this, 1 would ir ſtayed amongſt woridlings, 


and werenot tobe found, even among(t the ſervants of | 


God, Confider, 1. Perill of -orruption, 2, Conti- 
nuall grievances, that, if thou haſt grace, thon-muſt needs 


oyal- 


ry : 


have. 3. Provocations'to cvill, asih chat, S_ | 
y 


how its common'to all the wicked, Prov. 4. Di 
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* Ob. Tofeph marryed the danghter of Poriphar'; Moſes | 
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that are untaichfull rv God ? 5. Many times, curſed po- 
lterity, -as Moab of the daughters of Heth, 

06, Now, noInkidels, or [dolaters, 

Anſw. Would God, that were ſo ! but. 1: Every 
profane, unreformed man, and woman, an Infidell ; for, 
true faith purifgeth the heart, Aft. 15.9. . 2. Idolatry is 
of two ſorts ; in worſhip ; In manners, 3, Reaſons 
the ſame; | | 

Whether ſuch marriages are ratified , fo as,. without 
Adultery,they may be continued ? N 

Some judg, no ; becauſe God hath not coupled them ; 
and, Ezr.9.10. We ſce example, and precept of diſmiſſi- 
on : Some otherwiſe ; that; though to enter them be 


fin ; yer, beingentred, they may be continued, 1 Cor.7. 


I4. Reaſons, they are ſanAified unto us ; and, perhaps, 
in ſuch caſe, God may uſe us, as meanes, to gain them. 

Cautions. I. Raſh choyceto be bewailed, continually. 
2, Infe&ion, eſpecially, to be taken heed of, 3. Children 
not permitted to their education. 4. Endeavour; by all 
good meanes;to reclayme them. - | 

Verſ. 12. The Lord Will cut off the man that doth this | 
That is, root out him, and his poſterity : Where we 
note, 1. The puniſhment it ſelf, 2. Extent of it. 3. 
Certainty. | 

An heavy curſe, to have poſterity cut off ; Se2 1 King. 
21, threatened to Achab,and Duvid, P/al.69.25. pray» 
ed for, upon the wicked, as a ſpecial plague. And ſurely, 


if this be a bleſſing, to have poſterity continued, as P/a/. | 


128. then, a curſe, to have it cut oft. 


Now, beloved, take we notice of this plague upon ma- 


ny ; And, take we heed of the Cauſes of it. x. One is, 
lewd, ard ungracious marriage ; aShere. 2. Adultery, 
See Heſ.4.10. the adulterous brood proſpers not. 3. 


Neglet of education, inthe fear of God ; as, in Z's 
ſons. 4. Swearing, and oppreſſion , Zech.5.4,5. 5. 


{] 


Perſecution 
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ty ; and, what maryell , if they be unfaithfull. ro Men»: 


{ 
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er was, Wwithall, a prophecy : And, let them lay fit co 
heart, whom it may concerne. 

The Maſter and the Scholler, out of the T abernacles of 
the Lord ] Namely,without reſpeR of perſons : So doth 
the Lord never reſpet how great, orhow little, but, how 
righteous, or unrighteous ; for , with God there is no ac- 
ception of perſons : And therefore, let all take heed, how 
they provoke the eyes of the Lords glory to wrath ; God 
ſhall not ſpare thee, for thy poyerty, &c. 

Bur, eſpecially, note we here, how the Lord joynes to- 
gether, in puniſhment , thoſe that have any way , been 
conjoyned in tranſgreſſion ; Maſter, and Servant,&c., 

And, let this admonith eſpecially' ſervants, how they 
partake with their maſters, in evill : How common this 
is, we ſcein many ; as in 2 Sam.10.8 11. in David ; 
his ſervants, they are the panders, and the bawds, ; And, 
a warrant they think, the commands of their Maſters : 


ſach things;we may apply this Bribery, to yſury, &c. 

Follows next the ecrtainty ; ſo that yery devotion it 
{elf ſhall not hinder. . 

Whence we note ; how, that deyotion-; without holy ' 
life, availes nothing to avert Gods judgmenws : 7/a-1.12, 
15+ Though yee make many prayers , I Will net heare, for 
your hands are full of blood ; 1a.66.3.  The' Lord faith 
| to Hypocrites, their ſacrifices were abominations ; 1 Sam. 
15-22. Sas , inhiskinde, ſeemingly , and pretenſivel 
deyout ; yer hath his kingdome. rent from kim, for:dil- 
obedience ; and the Lord, in generall, proteſteth ; he 
more cſteemes mercy, then Sacrifice ; See alſo 1/as.57 & 
Tam.4. | | 

. Let allthen, that call »pon the name of the Lord, as- 
part from iniquity ,, 2 Tim.2.19: and Jam.,q4.8. Draw 
neer t'o God, but firſt cleanſe your hearts, and purge your 


Perſecution of Gods children, P/al.69. 25. Davids pray-| 


But, Beloved, know , that the Lord is an ayenger of all | 


hands : Beloved, its ſtrange to ſee , how many wonder, 
| N and 
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and begin to finde fault with the Lord, that he regards not 
there prayers ; as 1/a.58-3. They faſted, bat God regar- 
ded not ; the Reaſon isat hand ; they do their own wills ; 
Again, fee here the cauſe, as Tam.41,2,3. why many de- 
vout in externall worſhip, yet are, for all that, ſubjeR co 
Gods juſt judgment ; heare, and profit nor ; pray and re- 
ceivenot - Spirituall judgments, eſpecially , are evident 
them ; wonder yce at this ? the cauſe is evident ; 

| your ſins ſeperate betwixt God, and you, and hinder good 
things from you : As the Lord ſpeaks, CA1al.3.10. amend 
your lives, then prove me with this ; If 7 will ot open the 
windows of Heaven ; therefore, Luk.8,15. Az honeft 
heart required. TLIC 

Itsftrangeto ſce how men, like atheilts, begin to cry ' 
out, its vain to ſerye God ; No, not ſo ; but, its in vain 
for a wicked man , continuing parpoſe to be wicked, to 
pray, or heare ; for, the condition of obedience , on their 
art, igriot performed z at moſt, no farther,then fromthe 
hp, J/4-29-13. * ; x 
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; | VER-I0. -:-i | | 
| £14 this Iitue ye done again , concerning the altar of the 


* ' Dord vithvteares, myth wetpmug , and with'erying 01.7, in | 


| 


ſo-mneh that hee regaraeth not the offering any more , or 
receiver hit With good will at your hand. : wo. 
fr tome theamplification ; this have ye done. again; 
N __ he'haddaid, not cnovgh to/have once doneit, ye! 
repeate it, * | | Ss 
 Icerating of fins , hainous in the ſight of God ; See: 
Ezra 9.8 10. its hated by us, in our own very children, 
and fervants .: Therefore this mark, Gods Children bave 
not been noted, tb hayefalleontwiſe, in the ſame kinde;ex- 
"cept 'm matters of ſmaller weight: ; Trmean , after once 
brought to fee their ſin, by affition, or other mecanes : 


few, 


i 
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few , or none examples of iteration, ſhall be found ; of 
eAbraham concealing the truth we read, that it was done 


Indeed, of Lor, and So/omon,we read they fell oftner-;but 
mark, their as were, as it were, continued as ; and in 
the interim,Jittle or no remorſe, or chaſtiſement ; but; after 
once ſcourging, you ſhall not (I take it) finde, that they 
eurned to their old ſins. | x 
Now then, let us be admoniſhed to take heed-of theſe 
ſins ; orthe Iterating of any lin whatſoeyer : Its a grie- 
yous thing, to fall into the hands of God, and,by one fin, 
to provoke him ; but to fall again, that is diſcomfortable; 
once, drunkenneſs, or whoredome ; &c. fearfull ; but, 
once warned, to fall again, maryellous diſcomfortable : 
| Ido not exclude ſuch men, from hope of pardon ; for, 1] 
| know, the Lord is mach in ſparing; and he that will have 
us to forgive ſeventy times ſeyen, he (nodoubt) hath mer- 
cy in ſtore, upon repentance renewed : But, repentance 
| in ſich caſes, hardly attained ; and admonitions contem- 
ned cauſe, that the Lord withholds; and permits to wallo.. 
Wing many times. | 
And, therefore , Let this be mine admonition to all 
thoſe, that have been, in any one ſin, overtaken :- Haſt' 
thou ſinned ? and hath the Lord had mercy on, thee ? 
Remember who ſaid; Foh.5.14. fix no more , tft 4 worſe 
thing happen une thee ; the' laſt errour worſe then the 
firſt, conſcience deeplyer wonnded , Gods favourable 
Countenance more eſtranged - And, for this cauſe , 'we 
{ muſt be exhorted; 1. After-ſuck falls , ſeriouſly, and 
heartily to repent , not to. content our ſelyes with ſuper- 
ficicall cures, but to have the wound ſearched to the bot- 
tome. As it fares in the body, ſo in the ſoul ; a wound ſy- 
perficially only cured , the rottenesſti}| remaining within 
breaks out again, and the cauſe is evident ; ſo, in ſpiriteall 
diſeaſes, ordinary ; this the canfe we ſee many fall agaio in- | 


ewiſe ; but, of great, and groſs fins, we read itſeldome : | 


tothe fame ſins, 2. But, ſpecially, keep watch over that | | 
En. affeion, | 


eG 


<—SAo——_— 


__—_— 
- 


—_— 
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[ro betray us ; ſurely, as the divell ceaſeth not, every 


«| ſucceſs ; If thou haſt fallen, once, by luſt , Yook again to be 
| thy ſelf. 3. Labour eſpecially ro ſhun all occaſions of 


{thee. 4. Labour eſpecially ro forget the pleaſures of 
{thatſin, yF. Be not behinde in any mcaſure of humilia- 


| and withcrying out, &c. | The thing we may here obſerve 
{ is, how even the wicked are ſometimes grieved at the teſti- | 
\monics of Gods diſpleaſure , eſpecially in rejeRjng their 
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affetion , or that occaſion , that was occaſion | 


where, to affault us ; ſo eſpecially, he there gives the onſer, 
where he hath once prevailed, and there ſpecially hopes for 


aſſaulted there ; and therefore, there-againſt ſpecially arme 
that ſin, and come not neere any.of thoſe meanes, that 


have catangled thee ; if company, beware it : if idleneſs, 
beware it : the burnt child dreads the fire, let it be true of 


tion,: publique, or private. | | 
Covering the al-ar of the Lord with teares,with Weeping, | 


ſervices from his acceptance : One ſpeciall inſtance we 


| with the Lord, why he ſhould not reſpe&their faſting *; 
| And, Heb.12;14. and Gen/17. As liglitly as Eſaz cſtec- 


have, Gen.4. How doth Cazz go drooping, and hange the 
head ? when he ſees the Lord give teſtimony of accepting 
his brothers, rejeRting his own Sacrifice, ver/.5. and 7/a. 
58.3: The Hypocrites are brought in. reaſoning the caſe 


med of that favour of God,in his primogenitare; yet when 
he ſces himſelf deprived of the bleſſing ; how weepes he, 


and howls to think of it ? 
This one Reaſon of it, there ſeems to me to be;namely, | 


becauſe there is not the wickdeſt man that lives , but 
knows, and thinks this, that the top of bleſſedneſs conſiſts | 
in Gods favour, and the teſlimonics thereof : Balaam, 
as vile a wretch as he was, he could wiſh ro dye the death of 
the righteous,when he had ſeen the blefſednes that God had 
provided to beſtow upon his Church, Nam.23.10. And, 
I am perſwaded , howſocever we have many at this day, 


that like Atheiſts mock, at the connſell of the poor, becauſe | 
F, : he 


— 


_ 


| Child of God. Vf, 


|chat.is.a.:note:of a childe of God, are. + 1. A'Childe of | 
Gai; :ithat is indeed ſorrowfull for: the loſs of Gods fa- 


CuaP.2z. wponthe Prophet Malachy. Van. I 3. 


he makes God his hope, Plal.14.6. Yet, he witheth from 
his heart, he were as many of them bez ſo'well acquainted 
with Gods will, ſo ſenſibly favoured of the Lord, Ty 


highly aſſured of his love: : Allthe world for a good con- 
ſcience, in extremity. | 
Now, hence it follows, that (eyery) gricf for the 16: 
of Gods favour, is no token of achilde of God ; beefuſe; 
even wicked men may have it; a.:yery cait-away may be- 
waile the loſs of Gods favour, as Efas did ;'he may be 
diſcontented at the Lords teſtifying his diſpleaſure,as Cain; 
and therefore, Jet no man thus conclude ;-It grieves me to 
think, that the:Lord favours me not , therefore; 1 am a 


And yet, #s true, there is a kinde of pricving for the | 
teſtimonies of Gods dis-favour, that is a true noreof a| 
Child of God; and therefore, let us examine it. 

Signes of that grieving for the lack of Gods favour, 


your ; he is never atquiet , till he have recovered the ſenſi- 
ble tokens of it ; as, P/a/.32. When David had offended 
the Lord by thoſe his fearfull ſins, ſee how: he 
profeſlſeth of himſelf, that he found no-quiet. in himſelf, 
till he had recovered it ; conferr 1ob 33... Sleep,” and all 
things,are unpleaſant to him : with a wicked- man, its 
not ſo ordinary z though, perhaps, it may diſquiet him 
ſometime , yet the ſtorme is ſoon blown ever ; and, you 
(hall ſee, ſuch is the like eſteeme of ir, that, as they ſpeak, 
it ſhall never break theirfleep ; they will never cate, or 
drink leſs, &c. By thistry thy ſelf. 2: Confeſſion of 
fins, as the cauſe of it, P/a/.32.5. And, they will be the 
firſt, who will accuſe themſelves, and acknowlede, thar its | 
juſt with God, thus to plague them ; with a wicked-man, 
not ſo. 3. Adelire to remove all things, that may offend, 
and continue the Lords diſpleaſure ; as Joſh.7., When it | 


OE 


pleaſech the Lord,to manifeſt his diſpleaſure'againſt 7/rael, 
N 3 : for | 


U/e 
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for their fin , and the Lord hath made known the cauſe of 
it; [oſbxa preſently goes about the removall: Thusis it, with 
all Gods Children , and nothing ſo dear , but they part 
with , to recover his love : Not ſo, with a wicked man : 
'eladly,would he have Gods favour ; but doth nothing to 
procure it ; if they may have his favour,together with the 
pleaſures,and profits of their fins, they are contented ; if 
otherwiſe, rather then loſe their pleaſures, farewell Gods 
favour. 4. Inſtant praycr , and that, without ceaſing. 
as in David, &c. Not ſo witha wicked man ; hypocrites 
in heart encreaſeth the wrath,for they call not, when the Lord 
binds them, Yob 36.13. 5. Bitter complaint,under that 
ſad condition, as, P/al.42. & 84. and P/ak74.9.10, 
| Bewailing alſo, and bemoaning themſelves to every one, 
thatthey think may do them caſe. 6.The means to recover 
it, by diligence in Gods ſervice, are never lacked, but ra- 
ther encreaſed by it : In thoſe times, aboveall , moſt di- 
ligent to ſeek God, Hofc5.15. With a wicked man;, :not 
fo ; bat,preſently;flacks he his devotion ; as thoſe Wuretches, | 
CAMal.3.14. Cry preſently, irs in vain' to ſerveGod, and | 
what profit is it ? &c. 7. A Child: of .God reſolves, 
even in the middeſt of feeling Gods diſpleaſare , fill ro 
continue his ſervice , what ever becomes of him. ; 7ob 
13-1516: Though bekill me,1 Will truft in him,and never 
forſake bim, he:ſhall be my ſalvation. : With an Hypocrite, 
and wicked man, its got ſo ; if the Lord be not, preſently, 
merciful again,and at their beck ; preſently,they renounce 
him ; as,1 Sam,.29.6.7. When the Lord auſWered not Sanl, 
by dreames, &-c, preſently, he flies off toa witch : And, 
would God , this were not toor evident amongſt our peo- 
ple ! Solong as any thing can be gaincd by Religion, and 
the current of the times rum that way , who but they ?. 
| But, if the Lord juſtly bediſpleaſed , for hypocriſie, ſo 
that, they feel him not ſogracious, as'in times paſt ; or per- | 
ceive,, that he anſwers not preſently to'their call, chey 
then forlake, and renounce him. 8. A wicked mans : 


| griefe | 
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at the loſs of Gods fayour, it works envy, and hatred 
againſt thoſe, to- whom the Lord ſhewes moſt tokens of 
his love;as Gen.q4. compared with 1 7oh.3.12. fſo,in Sarl, 
1 fam. 18.6,79,12,28,29. With a childe of God, itsnot : "St 
ſo : That love of a childe of God, 1s a permanent grace, 
r 1oh.3.14, And, though they could wiſh to themſelyes, 
che happineſs of other of Gods children;yet enyy they not ' 
thereat, but ever magnifie the grace ' of 'God' to them 
(hewen. | 7 | 
Is this ſo ? 1s this a thing that even wicked men grieve] UV/e. 2. 
at ? Thar the Lord reeds their fervices ? Then learn | 
thou,for ever toacknowledg Gods favour tothee in this, | 
when he ſhall givethee reſtimonies; and evidences thereof: | | 
And, beloved, this grace of prizing aright the favour of 
God, and the tokens thereof, is an excellent grace;and the | 
lack of it cauſeth ſo much miſery to the dear children of | | 
God, Doth God hear thy prayers ? Rejoyee init, as in 
the greatelt happinels in the world';'dottrhe bleſs thy hea- 
ring ?'and,arr thou bettered im hnowledg, and obedience? 
[Bleſs God forir ; and forget nor this loving: kindneſs of 
the Lord unto thy ſoul, '.* 
And, for this end, gather as many teſtimonies of them, | 
as poſſibly thou can{t.. Lo, fz ane ren | 
What are the figns'of it > O68 es | 
Falſe ſigns, oitward proſperity, with the common | 
appendicesthereof ; bnt againſt this, ſee Zccleſ.9 1, be- 
cauſe they come not into misfortune , as:others ; there. | 
fore,'t —_ chemfelyes in their evil. 12 a. } 
Notesof Gods reſpefting our ferviees, arc, 1. 'Ex-þ 
traordinary ; ſuch was that ſame ſending down of fire | 
| from heaven, 1 King.18. and, 2 Chron-7.1. but thus, the 
| Lord dea's not,at this day, Yet, its true,thercare certain 
{ ſenſible tokens of Gods accepting us, -and our ſervices, at | 
| chis day ; which Gods children may take:and eſteem, as | 
| pledges of his love. ' 1. Succeſs in all things that thon | 
| putteſt thine hand unto ; bur here, Jeſt I gy" = 
erſtand, 
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derſtand by ſacceſs, not that which the world ſo cſteems, 
a flouriſhing , and proſperouseſtate ; but this call thou 

| ſuccels, when all things work. to thy good, Rom.8,28, To 
thy true good, furthering thee, in the ſalvation of thy ſoul; 
or when outwardproſperity makes the full of good works; 
and, fearfull is the eſtate of thoſe, to whom theſe things 
work evill ; when proſperity puffs up the heart ; or, when 
affliftions amend not, when hearing betters not, &c. Fear 
then, leſt the Lord be angry with thee. 2. When the 
Lord ſhall bleſs thee, i» ſpiritual things, in Chriſt Jeſus, |- 
Eph.t.3. That is, when thou ſhalt Fel this fruit of the 
ſervice of God ; that, thereby the graces of God be ob- 
tained, and encreaſed ; that a token;that God accepts thy 
ſervice. $3. Thou ſhalt perceive it, by that inward teſii- 
mony, and certificate, that Gods Spirit gives tothee, in 
thy conſcience : God deals not, now, with us, as hedid 
with Cornelis; At.10.3, Toſend an Angell from Hea- 
ven to tell us, that our prayers, and almes-deeds are accept- 
ed with God : but this he doth, he ſends his Spirit into our 
hearts, that afſuresus, by the word of God, that our cour- 
ſes pleaſe him ; theſe if thou fed,bleſs God for them; and, 
thus think, they are ſuch, as eyen wicked men, ſometimes, | 
would redeem with the loſs of all that they enjoy. 

Is this fo ? Then mark what a miſerable Jcaſe ſuch men 
live in, as when the Lord gives many teſtimonies, that he 
rejets both them, and cheirſeryices, yet are no whit mo- 
ved therewith : Surely, they come not ſo neer Heaven, as 
{ ain, and Eſau ; for, they grieved atthis , which theſe 
wretches never do. As, how many are there,that can ſay, 
and faying, deride all Religion, that they could never-per- 
ceive themſelyes tobe 'any whit better for their prayers, 
&c. What, nothing the better ? And, findeſt thou no 
feeling of Gods love therein > Wrerched man that thou 
art || what comfort, then, canſt thou have in thy wealth, 
pleaſure,honour ? &c. 


Yea, ifthouhad'{tall the world, what could it gy 
thee ? 
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thee 2? But, how much more miſerable their condition, 
chat are the worſe for it ? For example, when God, 
| gives wealth,they are the worſe ; when he ſends afflitions, 
they are the more heardened: when he gives preaching,and 
they are the more blinded, as 7/a.6.10. What a wretched 
caſe liveſuch men in?except they ſhould go down, preſent- 
ly,to hel), they could not be more miſerable. 

Inſomnch, that he regardeth not the offering any more, or 
receiveth it with good will , at your hand | Hence note we, 
that during ſtate of impenitency,no ſacrifice, or ſervice, is 


accepted with God, though performed with never ſo | 


great devotion : See 7/a.1,12. Sabbaths, and new-moons 
commanded, yet, in theſe people during impenicency, moſt 
odionus, and abominable ; See allo Prov.r5.s. 

- Impenitency is of two ſorts, 1. Generall 2. Parti- 
cular : Generall impenitency is,when a man lives in a con- 
tinuall courſe of (inning, without 'any conyerſion at all 
unto God, as, before calling, and turning , by the Spirit of 
God : Particular is that, which, after the firſt converſion, 
Gods children fall into ; as, they ſometimes go aſtray, ſo, 
for a time, perhaps, they lye unhumbled in their fins ; as 
David, 2 Sam.12. till Nathan comes to him. Will you 
hear Reaſons of it ? One is,that extream hatred the Lord 
holds all ſins in , eſpecially, when they are thus lived in, 
Hab.1.13. Its true, that the Lord bears many ſins , in 
his people,ſo long as they are bewailed,and ſtriven againſt 
ſparing us, even as a father ſpares his own ſon that ſerveth 
him. And, though there be, inthe deareſt children of 
God,abundance of iniquity, and corruption ;' yet whileſt 
they are {triven againſt, the Lord ſees them not, that is, he 
takes no notice of them, A'um.23.21. He ſeeth none Sni- 
qni'y in Jacob, nor tranſpreſsion in Iſrael , But, when a 
man lives in his fins, (without repentance, ) theſe fins,even 
the leaſt of them, are moſt deteſtable-unto him. ». 

A ſecond reaſon of it, is, becauſe no obedience can be 
performed by ſuch a man, in ſingleneſs of heart ; and, - 
| O dot 


he | 
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doth but dally with the Lord, and even mock him, who | 


cumes before him with ſuch ſcrvices ; 1/ai.29.13. T his 
people, ſaith the Lord, draweth meer me with their lips, but 
their hearts are far from me ; Singleneſs of heart is that 
the Lord accepts. +1 
A third Reaſon; becauſe ſuch performe not the coadi- 
tions of acceptation ; neither doth Chri't, (during that 
ſtate) mediate for ſuch : Its one main condition the Lord 
requires in all that come neer him ; that they he holy, even 
as he is holy, at leaſt in afteRion, &c. 

This then (hewes us the cauſe,, why the Lord walks fo 
Rubbornly againſt us, notwichſtanding , we ſeemed daily 
to ſeek him, as Levir.26.21, and, as heſpeaks, Jo/b,7. 
When /o/-uah complains unto God , for his wrath upon 
Iſrael;what (hall I ſay, when //#elturas his back upon their 
adverſaries 2 Its becauſe of ſome deteltable ſin amongſt 
US. | 
Secondly, jet ir teach us all, with ſpeed, and ſinglereſs 
of heart, to turn eo our ©0d, that our ſervices may finde 
acceptance with him; upon this ground,the prophet 7/ai«h 
chap.r 18, Exhorts us z comfortably inviting us, then, 
though fins be a3 tharlet, y ot ſhall they be as white as wooll ; 
as onthe other {ide , though ſervices never fo glittering, 
and glorious; prayers never40 many, and fervent, all is (0 
no purpoſe ; If ] regard wickedneſs in my heart, the Lord 
will nat hear me, P/al.66.18, Yea, and let Gods chil. { 
dren'make uſe of it, in this kinde, for the comfort, and 
alurance of acceptance of their fervices,before the Lord. 

Thirdly, (ce here the miſerable eftate of men living im- 
peniteptly in their fins ; they glory, perhaps.in this, that 
they ſerve God earecly , as thoſe hypocrites, //a.58. Bur 
alas ! vain men, all they do, is unclean unto them ; God 
\ heareth not ſinners, /ohe9.31. No drunkard, uſurer. &c. 
Impenitently ſuch: and here, by the way, I might take no. 
tice, how many deceive themſelyes, with an opmion of re- 
pentance ; ſome think the buyers ſpeech, in Solomon, is re- 


pentancc, [ 


CIT 
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| pentance, It is naught, It isnaught ; and, would I cou [d 
leave it ! fondly ; for, what is it, verbally , to dislike ſin, 
and affeRionately to praftiſc it ? 
* Somecry God mercy, as fondly ; ſome mourning for 
fin, ſome confeſſing of (ins, ſome forbearing the outward 
praftice, when their hearts run after their covetouſneſs ; 
ſome leaving off ſome ſins. living in others; contra, Exck 
18,28. Conſider fin, and turn from it. 


J 


Ven. 14. 

Tet ye ſay, Wherefore? Becauſe the Lord hath been Wit-| 

weſs between thee,and the \vife of thy youth, againſt whom 

theu haſt dealt treacherouſly ; yet is fhee thy companion, 
and the wife of thy covenant. 


et ye ſay, Wherefore ? | So willing is wickedneſs to 
Y fed it ſelf; 'fo hdy brought .to ſerious con- 
felling, and hearty deteſting iniquity : wherein ?' They 
would fain {tilt ſeem innocent, and guiltlcſs : Job purs 
from him this fin, Job 21. 33. and, withal expre'eth the 
_—_ of ge ones, m_-_ che cauſe of it ; if Thave hid 

In, as e-Zdam, concealing mine iniquity in my bolome, 
yd So Adam, al Boe: fo Cala, TY a F-1 h 
And,in this, how right ſhew we our ſelves the Poſteriey 
of old Adaw.colouring,and ſhifting, and excufivg our fans, 


Obſerve 


Uſe. 


even then, when the Lord, by his judgments, findes them 
out, Now brethren, let us be admoniſhed to take heed-of 
this,and to roat qut of qur hearts thiscorrupeion,ſd naryral, 
fo ufual in.us. The juſt man is the Accuſer of himſelf : And | 
for this cauſe, good for us, to conſider, what a God the 
Lord is, with whom we have to deal, ſuch an one, as is 
abouc our beds, and to. whoſe eyes all chiongs are naked , 
and uncovered. Secandly, labour to acquaint thy ſelf 
with thine own deceitful heart; and bring: fio out of its 


| 


lurking holes. And-thirdly, conſider the benefir of open 
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| See Pſal.31:5. f + 
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and free confeſling fin, accuſing and condemning thy ſelf ; 

Becauſe the Lord hath been a wirneſsbetWeen thee, aud 
the Wife ri thy youth, ec. Here followeth the ſecond {in, 
laid to their charg, a ſecond violation of .the marriage- 
bed,'in polygamy, or multiplying of many wives, through! 
libersy of divorte-: where. - xr. The'fin-is propounded,) 
in general. 2. Reproved. . 3..Confuted 4. /Amplyfi. 


ed. | 
The general propounding of the ſin, is verſ, 14. amply- 


| fied by a prolepſis ; that, howſoever they had ſo carried 
che matter; as they thought; that none could juſtly detet, 


them of 'lait, or cruelcy, in this manner of pntting away 
the old, and, and marrying a new; yet the Lord was 
witneſs between them. The reproofe is verſ. 14.. foe is 


| chy companion ; and therefore, ought not to be thus ſinned 


againſt, -' The confuration. , 1.-She- is' the: wife of .chy 
Covenant, that is, ſhe; with whom thoutentereſt covenant, 
and thar'before God, Pro;2:17. therefore ought:nor to be 
.'2+ From the-ordinance-df God, : and his 
firſt Inſtitution; He made one,. and bit one to be joyned 


[urito ones amplyked;.though hehad abundanceot' Spirit, 
|. conld-haye: made: more, yer made'but ore. 
lend; becauſe he ſought.'a':godly.feed;0avif he.had ſaid; 


3. By the 


what everis' born otherwiſe, is not the ſeed of God, but 
of the devil. 4. The amplyfication : God hates diſmiſli- 


| on, yer they did it, under pretence, and colour of Cloſes 


law. -. 1a Ht OL 6 JF; thbo3 0 ; 

.'' The Lord is (witneſt] So then ; wehave God'ia wit- 
neſs of 'our fecrereſt ſins, :moſt /privately-commited, moſt 
colourably covered ; See Mak 3:5. © | 

. In this teſtimony, or wikneſhip of the Lord, are: three 
things-: - 7. Knowledg, and this is-every where given un- 
to God, Pſal.:1 39; and, 50. 21; 2. Record, regiſtring 
our {ins,as, Mal:3.16. 4 hook of remembrance-written for 


thoſe that feare God ; lo, the Lord.is ſaid, arSpunrravos, | 
WE ro 
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| tohave a book of record, 'and ro keep a regiſter of 'all 
our ſins, little;;and great; Rev.20.2 2, Jer; 44217 did not: 
| the Lord remember ? 3... Evidence, giving evidence" to 
the face of all finners of their trangredions... . > /- - * 
Now, what ſhould we: learn hence ? - Surely,” not-ro 
fin, im. hopeto be kid ;. for, though manicannot reſtifie;yer 
the-Lofd is both witneſs, andijudg, againſttrangreflours, 
Plal.94.7. The wicked; Rfal. ro. tz: arc! brought:ih thus 
ſpeaking. The Lord ſpall not fee, | neither;doth the'God of 
Zacob regard: : but mark, how: David reaſons againft this 
uy ; God made the.eye,. the ear, &c. - treacherh-man 
nowledg ;z and, Caſa is nat;:tofo trenere, - derersm 
/#o.' 'Yetthis how evident a; cauſe of mariy fins amongſt 
us | .7ob Fo: The adulteren waits far thetwilight, as who 
ſay; darkneſs were a mantle:to cover us-: ; hypocrites theſe 
are;-who dig deep tq hide their counſarlifrous' the Lord, 
[az2gits; andthe vizarof: bypocrifie, and diffimulation; 
ſhall hide them from;the eyes of the Lord. :vBut,sT wilh; 
-that we had thisalwayes in ,mindechatithe Lord is wit- 


tt 


i 


doubt, it would reſtrain-us; from: many.of.ithem;/* . - 
i Giveleave| toevidence:this) point. 1 Thefir{b reaſon is 
taken fromthe omaipreſence of 7: God, that is T 9r#e5:1465- 
gue, Plat.139. - He that isevery where, js in thedark, in 
thechamber, in the bed, in.the heart, ſors God. 21 4b 
effetis, he gives ſight, heating, knowledg; &c. therefore, 
na doubt; / himſelf 15 ſuch: 3:/He makesrhethearr;there- 
fore no doubt, knows it. -4. Conſider butthehature of the 
wotd of GoJ; how.it rips np theſecretelt corruptions of a 
mans heart, 1 Cor.14+25. & Heb;A.1:2; 23.5: Conſcience 
cellifieth, and -accuſeth,- Rom.2. 15. '1 Johi3-. 30 God 
1.greater- then our hearts," and kyatveth'all atings.', 111 * 
| 1; Come we nowito the fin it ſelf :!It was polygamy, and 
multiplying of. wives ; an hainousfin;; croſſing. 1, Go 
[ ordinance, in creation, as here, ver, 1; , 2. The end'of 


— 


neſs, one that takes notice of ,, irecords; ; and will-give evi. | 
dence againſt us, for our coloured and privy fins ;- no | 


, 
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marriage ; |: 
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marriage ; commonly, a curſed generation, as in Iſhmael. | 
3+ Diminiſhing comforts, by breeding heart-burnings 
' | Gen.q. 4. Forbidden unto Kings, Deut.17.17. : 
See wethen a little what it is. It is, when a man, or 
woman,couples h mſelf, or her ſelf, in marriage to more, 
than one; thisis Polygamy ; in this was tainted eAbra- 
hams, David, Solomon. The firit authour of it was Lamech, 
noted for a wicked, and profane man. | 
Here then, we may ſce-what to judg of that Poligamy 
of the Fathers, in ancient time; namely, that it was a 
breach of che firſt inſtitution of marriage , and athing 
contrary to the law of God. 

; New, whether a fin in them, or,a thing done by diſpen- 
ſation, and priviledg, Divincs differ. Some think, it was 
their priviledg'; and they give theſe Reaſons. 1. The 
holineſs of thoſe men, that uſed it ; bur, even cheſe holy 
ones are noted for their falls ; as eFbraham, David, Solo- 
may. 2, Not reproved, by the Prophets, | 

eAn/w. Though nor particularly, yet-in the general ; 
_ here, in this place, by name , and particularly: repro- 


3- No ſpeciall repegtance recorded. 
eN9/w. Perhiips,commoneſs made them ſwallow it up, 
without particular. repentance z yet thus David, P/al.19. 
x2. Prayes for pardon of ſecret, that is, of unknown fins, 
unknown he meanes, to himſelf. . 
4. Sarab gave Abraham Hagar. 
Auſvy. infirmity,” and defire to partake in the 
{ bleſfing of rhe promiſed ſeed. 2. Incmill contra. 
And therefore hence may we ſee rather , as in a glaſs, 
2 pattern of humane frailty , when it pleaſerh God to 
permit ust0'0ur ſelves. And, let this teach us, to be the 
more wary,'and watchfil over our ſelves, as Paul peaks, 
|x Cor 10.21: of Gods judgments yþon finners ; we may 
' fay of the very fins af the dear Servants of God , they are 
written for our warning + And , howſoever wicked mer. | 
orherwil: | 


—— 
—— 
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otherwiſe abuſe them, and make thern as patents,and war- 
rants for like ſins, yet let Gods Children fearn otherwiſe 
to profit by them ; as. 1. Learn hence the power of cor- 
ruption ; When as it prevailes againſt men of greateſt gra- 
ces. 2. Pray Cod to ſtabliſh, by his free Spiric, 3. Be- 
ware of occaſions. : 

' Again, take heed, eſpecially, of thoſe meanes, by which 
they were drawn into theſe fips ; the means ſeem to have 


| been theſe. Tr. The commoneſs of theſin, andthe long 


cuſtome of it; ſo long hadit continued, and was grown 
ſo faſhionable, that it ſeemed to be no fin : The like you 
ſhall ſee, at this day ; bur, fins; when they are grown into 


fin. ; yet, I know not how, amongſt dranken Dutch-men, 


not too evident amongſt us | But unto this, oppoſe we 
"this one cancluſion ; that commoneſs, or cuſtome, or an- 
 riquity, alters not the nature of any unlawful ation : A 
' thing forbidden, though never ſo common, never ſo anci- 


| Murthcr is {till a crying fin, though it be ancient, almoſt 
as the world, as in Caiz. And, that plea of others ſo do» 
ing, ( Thus did our fathers, that were before ns,) is no- 
thing jn the ſight of God, Aﬀccond oecafion of it, was,a 
prepoſterous, and over-haſty defire ro have the promiſes 


A 
, 


þ of God accompliſhed ; ſo, it's thoughe, the Fathers were 
drawn to Palygamy. A promiſe they had, that the Mel- | 
Gas (hould beborn of them ; impatient jn expeRation of 


the bleſsing, they betaok themſelves to unlawfull meanes - 


| younger ſhould be the Lord of his brother, and inherit the 
' Fachers bleſfing ; ſhe willing ro accompliſh this promiſe 


27. Bux, to this {ct us oppaſe this concluſion. That the 


Lord, who will have his will and purpoſe accompliſhed. 


| will have it accompliſhed, by warrantable. mcany ; -and 


there- 


faſhion, are (wallowed up as no ſins; drunkennefs,a fearful! | 


ſeems no (in at all ; would God, the fame miſchief were | 


ent, and longcantinued, yet {till ftayes in the nature of ſin | 


| Rebecca had received a promiſe of God, that Hacobthe | 


upon facob, ſhe teachcth him diſembling, and lying,Gen. 
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Of rhe nature 
of divorce 


| of it,theſe.': 1. Becauſe, this utterly breaks the marriage- | '. 


|[/What arelawfull cauſes 6f divorce ? Some have aſſigned 
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therefore, fear thou, even to doe what God will have 
done, by any meanes, that he hath not ſanftified. And, 
by faith, dependiupon God, yea, though he ſeem long to 
itay, permitting unto him the diſpenting of the times, and | 
appointment of meanes, to bring his purpoſe to. paſs. 

Now, the cauſe of this, in theſe Iewes,was , belides the | 
| examples of the Patriarkes, and long cu''ome of the peo- 
ple, 1a colour that they had from the bill of divorce, per: 
mitted-by LAtoſes. | | 

It ſhall not be amis, therefore, a little to enquire, what 
weare to think, touching the matter of divorce. 1. Whar 
it is. 2::Whether lawfull. 3. The kinds. 

Divorce, therefore, is, in generall,the diflolution of the 
marriage contract.” : Now, whether any: divorce be laws- | 
full, any breaking of the knot of wedlock ? ſome think no; | 
bur, that the divorce ſpoken of,in Scripture, is nothing bur | 
penn from cohabiration ; and that there can no ſuffi- 
cient cauſe be, of breaking the marciage-contraR, rightly | 
ſolemnized: indeed, fome caſes they put, wherein outward | 
| ſolemnities tay be fraſtrate ; as; when marriage iscntred || 
by parties, not permitted by the law of God ; but, if en 
cred betwixt-parties meete, no. poſſible diflolution, Bur, 
here-againſt we may oppoſe that ſentence of our Saviour 
Chrift,cAMat.19.8.9. in'caſe of fornication : Reaſons 


bond, and is moſt directly oppoſite, and contrary thereto; | 
| beſides, they muſt be one fleſh. 2. By that law of the 
Lord, that would have the adulterer puniſhed with death; | 
 whergin the colle&ion is eaſy, that, after that fact, they are | 
to bereputed;as dead;and the innocent party as free from | 
'that bond of marriage; asif the nocent were dead. 
' .Of divorceate two forts. 1. One lawfull. 2. The | 
other nnlawfull : lawfull divorce is that, that is madefor 
lawfull cauſes. : Now, hereabout is all-the controverſy. | 


'many, 5as1-! 1% Infidelity; if' a belieycr marry with an | 
; Iofidell. | 
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Infidel}, thar marriage is :p/o j jure nullum, 


reaſon of it was, the will of God, utterly excluding ſuch 
from fellowſhip with his people, till they had renounced 


__ 


of God ; but, under the new Teftament, not ſo ;.1 (or.7. 


hope there is of gaining. 
Secondly, grievous, axd capital crimes ; and thus they | 


Idolatry, murther? &c.- 


know we, that gricvouſneſs of ſins, in this kinde, mult be 

conſ{idered, efpecially, 1n reſpe&t of marriage it ſelf, And, ; 
rhough it be true, that there are many ſins; mote grievous 
than adultery z yet none , that fo much i is contrary to 
marriage, as adultery... | 

| Thirdly, ſterihty,or barrenneſe. 

 efnſw. Not fo ; eLbrahem, and Be keep Sile 

wives, thongh barren; it was their croſs, and affliction, 
but, no warrant for divorce. | 
Madneſs, or danger of life. 
Aznſw. Neither doth. this break marriage. In ſuch 
caſes, holy means may be uſed, for avoiding the danger ; 
bug, no attempt of divorce permitted ; perhaps,that which 
they call ſeparation, 4 choro, & #enſa.z but tivac ſuch, as 
whereby marriage ſhould be utterly. duflolved, 
Lawfulcauſes two only. 1. Adultery, Match. 19. & 5. 
2. Malitious deſertion. 
Unlawful divorce. when as for unlawful a the con- 
tra is diſſolved, and a new entred : as,the Jewes for eve- 
ry cauſe; if but a blemiſh in the body, if any diflike for 
crooked manners, &c, Our Saviour deales againſt this, 
Matth.5 & » 9. His reaſons againſt it, are theſe. 1. The 
Lords ordinaiice, 2. The nighneſs of conjuaion. - 3. 
The inferior cannot diſpence with the inferiors authority. | 


eTaſw. Inthe Tewes law, it was fo, Exod.1c. The 


their Tdolatty, and were incorporated unts to the: people | 


14 The unbelieveng wife ſanitifitd ro the drlievety and} 


reaſon, if tor adultery, which is the leſs ; then why-not for | 


| | 
' eAnſw. It follows not ;. for underſtanding. whereof, | 


my -, 4+ Adultery 
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[ The Epithets given to wives ; called our companions: 
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4. Adultery incurred. 5, The Lord hates it, verl. 


Fe - * 
Moſes permitted it. 
Anſw. By aſſigning the cauſe, for ſafety of the wives, 

2: By recalling to the original inſtitution, 
- 3. Corrupt the text 3 Moſer commanded not, but per- 
mitted, Nowbeloved, this fin of ſuch divorces is not in- 
deed, rife amongſt us, as amongſt the Jews; but another, 
of like nature, every where rife : marriage of new not 
attempted, becauſe not permitted ; but, afſuming of | 
ſtrampets intothe room of wives, every where ſeen. A 
horrible ſin, and ſuch as God every where, profefſeth to 
plague, and puniſh, And, let us all beware of it ; ſurely, 
it'sa fin, that' devours to deſtruction ; and , we know 
_ hath ſaid, #horemongers,and adulterers God Will judg, 
Hed.1344;- *f | | vi | 

Tet i ſhe thy companion, and the Wife of thy covenant ] 


let us ſee then a little, what that ſociety is, whereinto they 
Enter, that are married. © 1. Mutual intereſt .one to 
anothers perſon, 1 Cor. 7. 4 Eph.5.31. One fleſh, 
2. Participation in that ſame 'herile domininm, as, Gen, 
16. Sarah over Hagar, by «Abraham's conſent. '3. In 
uſe, and-right over all things, that they have, &c. in teſti. 
mony whereof, ſhe is taken ont 'of the fide, not of the 
feet, to teach, howineer the conjunCtion is, | 
One caveat, by the way, though diſtaſifulro many z .its 
ſuch a fellowſhip, asmuſt Rl ſtand with ſubjeRion, and 
acknowledgment of that power, that the Lord hath put 
in the hnsband over the wife 1. From original Creation, 
7 enygrrgs s in the womans tranſgrefſion, x Tim, 
2.1314. 3. Oifrs of wifdom, and ftrengrh, nor equal, 
1 Pet. 3.7. The weaker veſſel; not ordinarily ſo wel 
able co manage things as the hnsband ; and, by conſcience 
of infirmity, the Lord wonld track chem ſubjeRion, 


1 Cor. 11.10. She carries power on her head, that is, a 
Sv | ſign, 


Cnr. upon the Prophet Malachy. ' Vzn.13. | 


— 


ſign, and teſtimony of her ſubjection, | 
All one fleſh, : 
Anfov. Union may be without equality ; Chriſt and the 
Church one ; yer muſt the' Church be ſubje&; body and 
ſoul one, yet ſoul commands; head and members'one body, 
yet head, a Principality. : 
Reproved here that over-Lordly carriage of husbands 
rowards their wives, and that uſage of them, as drudges. | 
The heathen Philoſopher reproved this,in the Barbarians, 
and from the name would make the fin odious unto us; 
chat held their wives in place of ſervants and drudges; yea 
more familiarity, many times, with fervants then with 
wives; a great ataxy , and diſorder in the family. 


eutde 


= .7: "Px 15. TD | 

Ard did not he make one ? yet had he the reſidue of the Spi- 

rit : aud wherefore one ? that he might ſeth a godly | 
ſeed, cc. ] | | 


"* 


Gods ſeed ; and the Lord hath ever ſer notes of dif. 
like upon them. Tt was bis wilf that a baſtard ſhonld noten- 
ter into the congregation of God,to the tenth generarion: 
and upon many of them"may we' ſee ſenſible rokens of | 
Gods diſpeaſure, as in [mae : Howbeit, this is, withal, 
to be underſtood, rhat it was nor” Gods will, that ſuch 
ſhould,all, and every of them,be exchuded from falvation.: 
Iſhmael was circumciſed, though not admitred to Prielt- 
hood, yet into the general covenant ; and, an example we 
have in Zephthaythe fon of an harlor,recorded amongit the 
faithful, Heb. 1 1. 32. | Tn. 


faſten, in their birth; that they ſhould, of all others, be 
moſt careful over themſelves ; and eovſider, and humbte 
chemfelves for their fachers transgreſſiohs. © And,” ſecond- 


tithdting thus mnch. That adulterous poſterity is not Obſerve 


" This an admonirion unto ſich, on whom this mfamy is | Uſe, 


Ep— — 


FRE ly, 


108 


The cerrupr 
reading here 
ſpoken,is thus, 
of the vulgar 
Latine: Cum 0- 
dio babuer;s, di- 


| mitce. 


05ſerv. 


| Vſe. 


by Leſes. 


——— 


CHarP.z, A Commentary, with Notes, Vax. 16, 


ly, be our admonition, how we break the bond of | 
wed-lock : the ſame uſe that the Prophet himſelf here 

makes hereof, in the clauſe of this text, ſaying, therefore, | 
take heed to your ſpirit, and let none deal treacheroully a- | 


gainſt che wife of hi y oth, 


| Ven. 16. - 

F or the Lord, the God of 1/rael ſaith, that he hateth putting 
AWAY) : for, one covereth wielence with his garment, ſaith ! 
the-Lord of Hoſts ; therefore,take heed to your ſpirit, that 
Je deal not treacheronſly. | 

H< followeth the amplyfication : reading corrupt; | 

thus better read. The Lord of Holtes ſaith, he | 
hates diſmifion, and putting away ; yet, he covers this 
iniquity with a cloak, For che other reading. 1. Croſ- 
ſeth the purpoſe of the Spirit of God ; the Lord re- 
proves them, for diſmiſſion; and therefore improbable, he | 

{ſhould here ſpeak of approbation, or allowance. 2. Im- 

plycs an untruth. For, the Lord never thus ſaid, by way of | 

warrant ; but only Moſes permitted, for hardveſs of | 
heart. Though the Lord hath proteſted, to hatc this (in, 
yet they commit it, and cover it with a cloak, that is, 
with pretence of, know not what, liberty permitted them, 


Now, here mark , how wicked men commit the moſt 
hainous ſins, many times,under colour and cloake ; 1 Sam. 
15. Saul knew well enough, diſobedience was odious unto 
| God ; yet, having the cloak of a good intention, ſecure- 
ly commits it : an 1 Pet,2. The libercines, in the firſt 
Church, they took to themſelves liberty in ſinning z this 
oak th ey had, Chriſt had made them free ; theſe wret- 
ches here, took Moſes permiſſion for a warrant, and a 
cloake for their ſinning, | 

Like colours, and pretences, ſee we,even at this day , in | 


_many | 


th 


— 


Cuar.2. pon the Prophet Malachy. Vex.16, 


many of our p*-ople ſinning : See we a few of them 
1. Yee ſhall ſee the examples of Saints pretended 2: But: 
let men enquire, how lawfull ; or, whether by priviledg ; 
'or, whether in the ſame manner, upon like grounds ; For 
'theſe caſes often vary ations. 5. Scripture abuſed ; its 
Jawfull rodo good, on the Sabbath, &c, Bat, remember 
they muſt be neceflary good duties ; yet fo, as that it may 
not be thine own works ; they mult ever be works of 
mercy. 

3- We muſt live, ſaith the uſurer, 

! Anſw. And thoumult live in obedience to the law of 
God ; beſides, the trumpet, and the thicfe may pretend 
the lame. 

4. Humane law, and connivence of Magiltrates, 

Anſw. Here the Lord tries thee , whether thou doeſt, 
indecd,in ſincerity, fear God. 3. Connivence in Magi- 
ſtrates warrants not tranſgreſſion in the people. 3. Di- 
ſtinguiſh we muſt betwixt permiſſions, and commands, 

5. Commands. 

Anſw. All ſach muſt haye limitation, inthe Eord ; Eph. 
6.5. See Hoſcs.- 

T herefare, take heed to your ſpirit, that ye deal not ryea- 
cherouſly ] And admonition of three branches. x, A du- 
tf 2+ A Reaſon. 3. A meanes to perform the duty, 

Admonition drawn out of the former words : Sith 
this liberty of divorce is ſo croſs to Gods ordinance, ſo 
contrary to his intendment , manifeſted in creation , ſo 
hatefull ro God, ſo injurious to the wife with whom al 
covenant is entred ; therefore, keep your ſelyes in your | 
ſpirits, and tranſgreſs not. | | 
| Out of theillative thus made, we may obſerve the rea- 
ſon, why it pleaſeth the Lord, to convince of fins, and to 
aſe aggravations ; and it is for our admonition , that we 
ſhould take heed how,by them, we defile our ſelves : The 
Tend of conviRtion.is our admonition ; See Ezek.18. and 


{ 


Obſery. 


Ter.18. | 
P 3 


© Now, | | 
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Now, Brethren the Lord hath dealt mercifully with ns, 
in this kingdome, this way, by many meanes labouring to 
| work convition : and happy we, if it might have this 

elfet, to work in us admonition , and care to avoid (in, 

The uſuall meanes whereby the Lord convinceth of ſin, are 
theſe. 1, His word, 2, Afictions. 3. Ris vengeance 
on others. 4. The controllement,and check of our own 
conſcience. And , innone of theſe, hath the Lord been 
behind? with us;as Pax), fin is not imputed , where is. no 
Law ; and, Rem.5.20. The law entred , that fim might 
abound. Beloved, in daics of blindneſs, mouy ſins were ſwal. 
lowed up, that were molt fearfnll, in the £ghrt 'yf God, 

Idolatry,blaſphemy, breach of Sabbath, &c, AtA thoſe, 
that are every where, called works of darkneſs. Now, 

in theſe dayes of light , the Lord hath ſhewed' us what z5 
goed, CMic.6.9, and as well, what is evill, by the light of 
his word ; ſhall itnot be our ſhame, if being conyinced of 
ſin, we continue therein ? 


vers alſo the hainouſneſs of our fins -'in time of caſe, ſins 
ſometimes are known, but, ſcarce throughly conſidered; 
afflitions, Job 33.16. Open the eare, &c. And, how 
the Lord hathydealt with us, this way , if we have cyes, 
we cannotbnr ſee ; Following us with many of his plagues, 
and heavy judgments ; eyen Pharaoh could then, under 
affliction, confeſs, 1 have ſinned. 
| Third mieanes of conviction , exemplary vengeance ; 
| of which \befides the records of Scriptures ,other {tories are 
freqtent;and the Lord thereby would 4 ſhewunto us,how to 
 elteeme, and account of our ſins : Uſurers many brought 
to begpary ; drimkardscloathed with raggs ; falſe ſwea- 
rers ruinated in their familics ; adulterers brought tO 2a 
morſelt of bread : theſe are our convitions woyld God 
they were our warni 

'Fourth meanes, 'cherk of conſtidtice x The heart ſmites 
it ſelf, 1 Sam.24-5. and, 2 Sam.24. As, the up 


] or POTS 


| Second meanes, afflitions ; the ſmart wheres? difco- 


| 


ſ 


| 


— 
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Chriſt, did »ot our hearts burn within us » whileſt he tal- 
ked With us, and opened unto us, the Scripture ? The like 
queſtion if I ſhould propound unto ns - I know, they 
would anſwer,they have ofcen felt it : Beloved, happy he, 
whom the Lord thus chaſtens,if he be thereby admonithed; 
and, woe to us, if being convictedof fin, we ſtill'eontinne 
therein, 

Bdoved, let me cxhort, therefore, every one of us, to 
whom the Lord hath been thus merciful,to reveal our ſins, 
and to convince us of them : that the Lord may attain 
his end in us, to-work in our hearts a care to depart from 
evil: how are we Convinced in gur judgments, by the 
| Lords judgments,of many fearful, and crying fins? Why. 
| reſolve we not to leavthem ? 

Let me add reaſons. 1. Continance of fin, after con- 
viction, as it hardens the heart ; fo makes it theſin much 
more haynous.in the fight of God, 7f ye Were blinde, ye 
ſhonld have noe ſin, Joh.9.41. & Jam.4.17. To hinthat 
knowes to do well, and doth it not, to hims it is ſin, withan 
emphaſis. Every fin, after convidtion,is doubled , Ezr. 9. 
I 3. after all this, we have ſinned 2, Reprobates aſcend 
thus far, to ſee ſin, and acknowlelg it; Pharach could ſay, 
1 and my people are ſinners ; but (forlaking) of fin, is that 
only, that argues ſound grace ; The fear of the Lord,.ts to 
depart from evil, to hate pride, arrrogancy, and every evil 
Way, Prov. 8.13. | 
Wherefore beloved, let us thus reſolye, every of us, as it 
pleaſeth God, moreand more'to enlighten us, to ſee our 
fins, and rightly .to know .them-;+ ſo, with all ſpeed 
and carnelineſs to leave them. I doubt not, but Pro- 
phecy, at this day, hath in many of us, 'the ſame effec, 
$hat it had in the Primitive Church, by Gods ordinance, 
1.C9r.14-' Would God | asit convinceth, ſo it -might 
work deteſtation, and care to avoid ſin; 

And hence may we obſerve an order to be kept of ns, 
in miniltriog admonitions unto the people. * Firkt, rg con- 
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| and heavy judgments ; even Pharaoh could then, nnder 
| affliction, confeſs, I have ſinned. | 
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Now, Brethrengthe Lord hath dealt mercifully with ns, 
in this kingdome, this way, by many meanes Jabouring to 
work conviction - and happy we, if it might have this 
clket, to work in us admonition , and care to avoid fin, 
The ufuall meanes whereby the Lord convinceth of ſin, are 
theſe. 1, His word, 2. Affictions. 3, Ris vengeance 
on others. 4. The controllement,and check of our own 
conſcience. And , innone of theſe, hath the Lord been 
behinde with us;as Pax, ſin is not imputed , where is no 
Law ; and, Rem.5.20, The lawentred , that fiw might 
4-94n4d.Beloved,in dates of blindneſs, many ſins were (wal. 
lowed up, that were molt fearfnll, in the £ghr '5f God, 
Idolatry,blaſphemy, breach of Sabbath, &c. Ar thoſe, 
that are every where, called works of darkneſs. Now, 
in theſe dayes of light , the Lord hath ſhewed us wher :5 
Food, Mic. Y%, and as well,what is evill, by the light of 
his word ; ſhall icnot be our ſhame, if being conyinced of 
{m, we continue therein ? " 
Second meanes, afflitions ; the ſmart whereof difco- 
vers alſo the hainouſneſs of our fins ;'in time of eaſe, ſins 
ſometimes are known, but, ſcarce throughly conſidered F 
afflictions, /ob 33.16. Open the eare, &c. And , how 
the Lord hathydealt with us, this way , if we have cyes, 
we cannotbur ſre ; following us with many of his plagues, 


Third meanes of conviction , exemptary vengeance ; 
of which, befides the records of Scriptnres,other {tories are | 
frequent;and the Lord thereby would ſhew unto us,how to 
elteeme, and account of our fins : Uſurers many brought 
co begpary ; drimkardscloathed with raggs ; falſe ſwea- 
rers ruinated in their familics ; adulterers brought to a 
morſe} of bread : theſe are our conviftions, woyld God 
chey were our warnings. © © 

Fourth meanes, check of conſcience : The heart ſmites 


= 


it ſelf, 1 Sam.24.5. and, 2 Sam.24. As, the Diſciples of 


Chrilt, 


- 


| Lords judgments,of many fearful, and crying ſins? Why 


| vition, as it hardens the heart ; fo makes it theſfin much 


| pleaſeth God, moreand more'to enlighten 


CaaP.z. wpon the Prophet Malachy, V zr 16. 
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Chrilt, did not our hearts burn within us , whileſt he tal- 
ked With us, and opened unto us, the S, cripture ? The like 
queſtion if I ſhould propound unto ns ; I know, they 
would anſwer,they haye often felt it : Beloved, happy he, 
whom the Lord thus chaſtens, if he be thereby admonithed; 
and, woe to us, if being convictedof fin, we till'cantinue 
therein, | 

Bdloved, let me exhort, therefore, every one of us, to 
whom the Lord hath been thus merciful,to reveal onr ſins, 
and to convince us of them : that the Lord may attain 
his end in us, to-work in our hearts a care to depart from 
evil : how are we convinced in gur judgments, by the 


reſolve we not to leavthem ? 
Let me add reaſons. 1, Continance of ſin, after con- 


more haynousin the ſight of God, 7f ye Were blinde, ye 
ſhonld have noe fin, Joh. 9.41, & Jam.4.17. To him that 
knowes to do well, and doth it not, to hims it is fin, wichan 
emphaſis. Every ſin, after conviction, is doubled , Ezr. 9. 
I 3. after all this, we have ſinned 2, Reprobates aſcend 
thus far, to ſee fin, and acknovwlelg it; Pharach could fay, 
1 and my people are ſinners ; but (forſaking) of in, is that 
only, that argues ſound grace ; The fear of the Lord,its to 
depart from evil, to bate pride, arrrogancy, and every evil 
Way, Prov. 8.13. 

Wherefore beloved, let us thus reſolye, every of us, as it 
us, to ſee our 
fins, and rightly .to know-them ;+ fo, with all ſpeed 
and carneſtneſs to leave them. I doubt noe, but Pro- 
phecy, at this day, hath in many of us, 'the ſame effect, 
$hat it had in che Primitive Church, by Gods ordinance, 
1 Cer.14- Wonld God | asit convinceth, ſo it might 
work deteſtation, and care to avoid fin; 

And hence may we obſerve an order to be kept of ns, 
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in miniltriog admonitions unto the people, Firlt, rg con- 
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112 Cuay.2, A Commentary, with notes, Ver. 16. 
vince. Then, to admonſh, and exhorrt, that is : Firſt, ro 
make fin known, before we admoniſh to leave it; and this 
{ chat enjoyned, 2 Tim.4.4. With dorine, implying, that 
doQrine mult be the ground of all exhorcations, - and ad- 
monitions, And, the practice of Frophets, is. Firlt to 
; labour to convince, then, exhort they to forſake, 7er. 3. 
I 3,14. Know thine iniquity,then, twrn agaia, Reaſon of it, 
confcience eyer works upon principles of judgment ; till 
thoſe be planted, conſcience never doth her office, in ac- 
caling, or condemning. Therefore it is, that an errone- 
ous, or ignorant conſcience, is never moyed with any re- 
| proofe never ſo ſharp, any threatning never ſo ſeyere; 
| perſecution, a grievous (in;yet while not known to be ſuch, 
| or thought, erroniouſly, to pleaſe God, 7oh-16. never 
' moves conſcience, 1 Tim.1:15, 16. And, therefore 
; mark, deal with an» ignorant body that 4s not informed, 
| give him the beſtexhortations, ule the- forcibleſt perſwa- 
ſtons, thon movelt them no more, then ſo many [tones, 
&c, | 
| Now, brethren, let us learn hence the method of ad- 
monition ; it's a duty every where injoyned unto us, and 
that by divers reaſons, Lev.19.19. 1. From the perill 
wherein they are, hardening, and deſtruRion, - Heb. 3.1.3. 
2. From the exce!lency-of the work, 7am. 5. ult. 3. 
Nijghneſsof conjunction, But would we uſe it proficably ? 
learn to adminſterit diſcreetly, and orderly; that is, firſt, 
convince; then admonith, reprove, exhort. Till thou 
bee'lt able to convince an uſurer, a ſwearer, &c. thou ſhalt 
bat beat the ayre, and prove more ridiculous, than prefit- 
able unto him. 

And here, beloved is to be bewailed a defe&t of many 
of us, of good affeions, I confeſs ; wou'd God, I could 
ſay alſo, of as good a judgment, and knowledg ! that 
are ready, in cyery tranſgreſſton, to miniſter reproofes 
ſharpenough. Now. that chey reprove, and ſharply alſo, 
| I blame not ; but chis that I would exhort unto, that we 


ſhould 


Uſe. 


7 
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ſhould labour to reprove, as out of certain knowledg ; 
and be able, firſt, ro ſhew the ſin, before ever thou reprove 
it, asa ſin ; And, brethren, how contemptible wholeſome 
admonitions are grown, amongit ſwinith ſinners , who 
ſees not ? Let me exhort, therefore, to labour for know- 
ledg this way : Reaſons. 1. Mark, if thou wilt, but 
the different carriage of prophane men , rowards men,di- 
vers diverſly reproving : How ſcoffingly carry they them- 
ſelyes, in all reproofes of the ignorant > Now, let a man 
that hath knowledg deale with them , that is able to con- 
vince their judgments, how doth he cyen arraign them, 
and fill chem, many times, with fear and trembling ? And, 
how fearfullarethey , to oppoſe any thing ? Great is the 
fear of conſcience once convinced ; and as audacious is a 
wicked heart , when it is not feretted out of the _ 
holes. 2. Add unto this, that not every admonition hat 
a bleſſing promiſed , but ſuch-as is grounded on the word 
of God ; as weſay of preaching, its the mean to convert; 
yet it's only , when the (pure) word of God is preached. 
3, Courage in the reprover is hereby much encreaſed,when 
as heis ſure, his ground ts good ; as, on the other fide, 
we cannot bur faulter, and halt in admoniſhing, that deal 
cither ignorantly, or upon uncertainties, | 


and the dominion of them, to labour to be well, and 
throughly acquainted with the law of God : Alas thow 
much liberty do even Gods children take to themſelves, 
and fail in that main duty of teaching themſelves ! Rops. 2. 
21. Whileſt they adyenture to teach others ; even by this; 
that they know not their own wayes, nor can jJudg © 

their aftions, whether they be good, or evill - as Part 
faith of himſelf, Rom.7.9. Before the laW came he was 
alive and for concupiſcence, he never thought it afin'; and 


to ſee the law, and true meaning thereof ? 
This made David circumſpeR, P/al.19.12. Pray we, 


We are all taught, that deſire to be free from our ſins, 


then, how could he bewaile it, till God opened his cyes, | 


Uſer 
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thereforc,Beloved, for * eye-ſalye,thac we may ſec our ſins, 
and therein our own miſeries : How many weakeneſles 
arethere, in Gods dear children, ſpringing from this | 
fountain of ignorance ? wou'deſt thou, then,forſaie ſin ? 
Learn, firit, to know it z and therein,' carn to examine thy 
ſelf by the law of God ; ſeif-love is blind, and mens opt- | 
nions uncertain,or partiall, but Gods law,a law of liberty, 
molt free in reproving, [am.2.12. 

Take heed to your Spirit. ] Followes now- the mean 
preſcrived ; and thar is, the keeping of our ſelves, in our 
{pixic : (By Spiric) underſtand here the affections, and de- 
fires of the heart :. | Keeping } is the re{iraint,and mor- 
tifying our vile afteRtons,and that Krait watch we ought 
to keep of our hearts ; and this is the beſt remedy to pre- 
vent, , or, cure our actuail tranigreſſiofs, tolook to, and 
watch over our hcad-ſtrong affections : Sclomor,in other 
words, Prov.4.23. .thusenunciates it, Keep thy heart, with 
;all-diligeace;and mark his Reaſon, owt of it,are the 5j[nes of 
life ; from it, as from the fountain, proceed our actions : 
And, our Saviour ;«Mat.1;.19. givesthis Reaſon , out 
of, x come whatſoeyer enormities in the life ; and the 
fleſhly affections thereof. defile the mas. 

; Beſides. that, the Lord cver jmeaſures both good, and 
evill, morc by the atte 


v ian, then by the a&t ; good things 
done weakly,are favourably accepted, while the heart, and 
affection js upright before God ; evill things,though eyill, 
yet.ago molt odions,, when the affeRions are inordinate. 
- Sothat, we hereſee, and let us learn to practiſe , the 
right method of leaving our fins z namely, the watching 
aver our headſtrong corruptions. Tt little avails, that the 
hand is reltrained from oppreſſion, whileſt the * heart runs 
afcer.copetoulncls, ; not accepted with God, that wefor- 
be re prattice ar halt whileſt our hearts burn with fleſhly | 
F defires : nd, h w,many ſee we externally reformed, at- 
ter the ſight of Key 2b and ſmart of Gods judgments, 
that yet turn back to their old ſins, whiles the heart conti 
DE Hs | | ues | 
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1 ſome. 


nues chained with corruptions, 
Meanes, to ſecure the heart , and to ſafe-gard it from 
the annoyance of vitious practices. 1. That the minde, 
be occupied in holy Meditations;that minde is the jy+4orms, 
Rules all. 2. Due conſideration, that the hearts, and 
reines are known unto God ; hence Saint Peter, 1 Per.}. 
Is. Santtifie the Lord God in your hearts, 3. The guar- 
ding of the ſenſes ; by theſe * windows Satan enters, ma- 
ny times,and by them conveyes his poyſon into our hearts. 
4. Something availeable hereto, is reſtraint of the out- 


' ward man, from praQice of ſin ; the pleaſures felt en. | 


thrall the heart, as, Hoſ.4.11. Whoredome, and Wine, cc. 
5. Pray to Ged,to ſanctifie it, by his Spir't : The fountain 
mult firſt be purged , before the {treames can be whole-. 


PN DD 
_ — 


| 
I VER. 17. | 
Ye liave Wearied the Lord with your Words : yet ye ſay, 
wherein have We wearied him? when ye ſay,every one that 
doth evill 65 good in the fight of the Lord,and he delightetb 
in them;or Where is the God of judgment ? 


YE have wearied the Lord with your Words | The ſence: 
weareto underſtand, there is no reall weariſomneſs 
incident into the Lord ; he is apureaQ: ag he lives cter- 
nally, without decay of life ; as he works wonders, with- 
out pain;beares up all by his wondrous proyidence,withovt 
defatigation ; puniſheth, without paſſion ; ſo is patient, 
without pain: Bnt,this is attributed unto God, drfrwnewd- 
03;, by a Metaphoricall ſpeech, which myſt thus be upfol- 
ded ; that, .as men, when they have long borne an hea- 
vy and , tedious burthen , haſten, to depoſe it , that they 
may lightcn their carriage, and gather refreſhing 3, So,the 
Lord here profeſleth , that he had long borne their wick- 


edneſs, but now would bear no longer : So,every. where: 
Q 2 the 


* Ier,g.21, 
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| profeſſing, for our better underſtanding!, a kinde of wea- | 


| preſſed under you, as acart, that is loaden with ſleaves, 


'| ewo things. 1.the Lords long patience, even ad defatiga-. 


4 Of the firſt of theſe. This is that the Lord, every where, ' 
| challengeth to himſelf, and in common experience, is — 


| hath been haſty, to take notice of, or puniſh his rebellions? 
| The reaſon is, to lead usto repentance,if it were poſlible, 
| Ronp.2.4, or otherwiſe, to leave the impenitent, excuſe- 


| See Eccleſ.$.11,12,13. 
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the Lord thus expreſſcth his patience, and long: ſuffering ; 
riſomneſs, that he feeles in bearing ; Amo? 2.13. 1 am 


The words have in them, three things. 

7.- An accuſation, by the Prophet. 

2. An apology, by the people. 

3. The proofe of the imputation, by inſtance. 

In the accuſation, are two things. 1. The fact. 
2. The mean, By this wearineſs, we are to underſtand, 


tionem uſque, towards the wicked ; and the abuſe thereof, 
by the people. 2. His readineſs, to turn patience into 
wrath, and to execute vengeance upon the tranſgreffours. 


to practiſe, Exod. 34.6. & Rom.2,4. dvoxn, ypuoorns ; YEA, | 
even towards the yeſlels of wrath, Rom.9.22. So, after | 
m— provocatione, yet he gives to the old world, an | 
hundred and twenty years;ſo to the Amorites,though their 
ſins were eyer crying, yet four hundred years given them, 
Gen.15.13.And, this is that, that every one of us have had 
plentiful experience of, What a long courſe of (inning 
ran wealongin, before our calling ; and how bountiful 
found we the Lord towards us 2 And which, even of the 
deſperateſt wretches amongſt us, can ſay, that the Lord 


leſs. 

Now beloyed, this ſhould teach us amendment of life, 
and lead us on to repentance : but to ſee,how this patience 
of the Lord is abuſed to wantonneſs;becauſe the Lord bears 
long, therfore, ' continue we in ſin, and heap up wrath. 


Secondly, this is propounded to us, as a pattern, to imi- 
| tate 


Cate, in our own provocations, Col. 3.13. & 2 Tim.24- 
25- that we ſhould bear patiently, as good children. :And 
it condemns that haſty, and raſh deſire, in haitening un- 
to vengearce, in our perſonal injuries ; fee Part, Tit. 
3. 3. we forward alſo, till God called ; and many times, 
the latter in calling, ontſtrips the former, in obedi- 
ence. 

God will not alwaics bear our provocations : its true, 
chat he bears long ; but at length, he comes, and puts end 
to patience, that juſtice may take place, So, with the old 


ſon is, that he may ſhew himſelf, though he be a bearer of 

evil, yet to benot lover of it. 2. That we may know, it is 
not an idlename of God, but, hath in him actual, and 
aQive jultice,thereforegives he us continual experiments of 
his taking notice of mans fins and hatred of them ; ſec 7/a. 
1524. 

And, what may welearn hence ; but, to take heed, how 
we continue to provoke the Lord to wrath, by our conti- 
nued ſins; ſurely, though the Lord keep long filence,yet at 
length he reproves, by his judgmens : And as Dav1id ſaith, 
P/al.50.21,22. (onfider this,ye that forget God;leſt he tear 
you in pieces like a lion, and there be none to deliver. The 
Lord puts upon him, the habit.of theſe violent creatures, the 
more to terrifte. Sometimes, he ſeems to fleep ; and Da- 
vid faith : The Lord aWaked out of ſleep ; but inthe day 
of his wrath, he 1s furious, and none can ftand before him. 
And, would God. beloved, ye could all lay this to heart, 


much. | 
The mean followeth; by their words] So that, words 


| have their weight, and are marvellous provoking in the 


eares of the Lord; yea, brethren, eAudater dicam : 
works ſometimes, provoke not ſo much, as prond and 
contemptuous ſpeeches ; See Mal. 3. 13, And would 


. 


God, theſe men, that ſpeak fo lightly of their words, 
| Q 3 That 
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world, Ieruſalem, Egypt ; ſee P/al. 50.21,22. One rea-| 


ſwearers, drunkards, &c. Surely, the reſtraint would be 


> O—— 


Obſerve 


Uſe, 


Obſerv. 


=” CO ESO 
—_—_ 


Uſe, 


Obſerv. 


| 


CC 


Ce ne 


———_TTA_— _—_ 


Cuay.2. A Commentary, with notes, Ver. 17. 


— 
re 


that are molt blaſphemous, would lay this to heart, ſaying, 
words are but winde. 

And, let it teach us all, to pray, with David, to the 
Lord, to keep the door of our lips. Sundry reaſons there 
arcof it. 1. We are countable even for idle words, 
much more for blaſphemous, Iarth.i2.36, 2, By them 
is our rightcouſneſs, or unrighteoulneſs declared ; a good 
man, good things ; an evil man briogs forthevil things. 
Amongſt all ſpeeches, firlt, ſtoutneſs in words, and deſpe- 


| rate ſpeeches. .2. Blaſphemies, that impoſe upon the 


Lord any thing unbeſceming his mazelty, 3. Juſtificati- 
ons of ſuch ſpeeches. 

Tet yet ſay Wherein? ] Here is their apology. From 
whence we note, how unwilling a wicked man is, to ac- 
knowledg his fins ; and how he tiands up, to juſtific him- 
ſelf, even againſt God himſelf, The reaſons are, 1, Se- 
cret hypocriſie in the heart ; none ſo wretched , but he 
would fain ſeem religions. 2. Ignorance of the will of 
God. 

Ob. If any ſhall ſay, that Gods children do thus, ſome- 
times. 

eAnſw. They are to be underſtood as ſpeaking of par- 
ticular right2ouſneſs, in ſome particular. cauſe, wherewith 
they are burthened by men : The diſtin&ion is uſuall; jw. 
ftitiaperſone, & juftitia cauſe : So David labours to 
clear himſelf of thoſe particulars, that Doeg , and other 


| adverſaries impoſed on him , in reſpet of Saws perſon, 


and his aſpiring to the kingdome. 2. They thus ſpeak, 
as,.in reſpet of men, not of Cod ; and therefore, when 
they cometo deal with the Lord , they acknowledg their 
fins. bi : 

Ob. 2. Tobs example is alledged , as jultifying himſelf 
before God. | 

Anſvv. Tob ruſt thus be underſtood, as ſpeaking of his 
freedome from hypocriſie ; and that he was, in the Lords 


| (ſervice, upright in the ſight of God ; whereas -his freinds 


condemn 


— 
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 conderne him of kypocrifie , he challengeth to himſelf 
 uprightneſs ; See lob 8.20. & 9. per rot, and therefore, 
when he comes to ſpeak of himſelf, in reſpect of his in- 
firmity, he acknowledgeth his (ins; 70.9.2, 43,20. 
| And, let this teach us, to acquaint our ſelves with our 
own fins,and corruptions :'to which purpoſe. 1. Know 
'the Law of God, and therein diligently view thy ſelf. 
* , 2, Compare thy ſelf with God, not with man : Whiles 
we look on our ſelyes, and compare our ſelves with men, 
we ſeem ſemidet, as half Gods ; but , look up to God, 
and thy righteouſneſs will appear unclean, [ob 9.2.. 3. 
.| Conſider , there may be many corruptions which -we lee | 
!}-NOt- ; 7 know not mine own [oml, Tob 9.21, 

When ye [ay , every one that dothevill , is.good in the 
þght of the Lord] Hereis the inſtance : Let usſce their 
concluſion, which is disjunCtive ; either God an --approver 
of the wicked, orclſe no God of judgment , that is, 're- 
'| gards not things done on the earth ; or elſe, indeed, there 
'| is no God atall : Hear their medium, JA1al.3.14,15- 
Becauſe the Lord puniſheth nor, bur proſpereth the wick- 
ed. 2. 'Afﬀids, and deliversinot his own children, 

The like blaſphemons choughts are in wicked men, at 
this day,” which alſo, ſometimes ;: they utter with their 
mouths ;' they ſee not;but the Lord blefſeth hem, 'in tem- 
porall-things ; as well as others, that are 'more nice ,- and 
| preciſe; and ſtand upon points z, yea, this that, wherewith 
.Davidconfeſkth himſelf to be much turmoiled, to-doubt 
of Gods providence, loye of the wieked , and ſeeming 
hatred of his children ; P/ſal.37. & 73.'S0 Jeremy, chap, 
I2.1. 
It ſhall not be amiſs;therefore, a little,to ſhew a mean} 
to fortific our ſelves againſt this Godleſs, and-blaſphe- 
mons tempration- ; and; for thewicked, theſe conclalion 
ſhall'be proved. 1. That it' may \well-enough accord 
| with the juſtice of God; to forbear, proſper,bleſs,intem- 
porall things; cven wicked men ; "Ecele/.g.1, --Firſt of all, 
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- Iites reſerved, to be Pricks in the eyes, and thernes in the 


| Iſerves: And bcloved, what would become of us, were it 
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know we,that the will of ;od.and his appointment,is the 


and Reprobation ; God wills not things, becauſe they are 
jaſt; but they are juſt, becanſe he wills them : This con- 
cluſion throughly ſeared in judgment, {tops the mouths of 
wicked men, and reſtrains from many blaſphemies ; ſo 
that,though the Lord bear, yet,conſidering it's hiswill,who 
may finde fatilt ? The ſecond concluſion, that the Lord is 
an abſolute Lord ; having free power to diſpoſe of his 
bleſſings, and no man may ask a reaſon of his coun- 
ſells, Rom.9 & 11. Sccing then, that theſe things are all 
his own ; who ſhould ask him a reaſon of his diſpenſati- 
on ? Sec allo Matth.20.15. A third conclufion ; that 
what is lawful for men, cannot but be much more lawful 
for God. But , man ſometimes delayes , and his de- 
layes are not cenſured of injuſtice. The Prince uſeth nat 
allwaies martial law, but in extremity, when he fears out- 
rage; they are kept in priſon, till the day of cryal, and 
convicion; and after convition, and condemnation,have 
a reſpite, to prepare for death: and, thus the Lord deales 
with the wicked, reſpitting, and deliveringthem ; and 
therefore, weigh by the end, not by the beginnings. A 
fourth concluſio nz that the. Lord,' for goodends, reſerves 
the wicked to puniſhment ; and, in the mean time, pro- 
ſpers them with temporalll things ; as. - x. For exerciſe 
of his children, ſo Aſsxr,1/a.io.5. deferred, to execute | 
Gods wrath upon Iſrael, and: Jeruſalem ; ſo the Giber- 


ſides of his children ; and thus the Lord}, at this day, re- 


not ſo ? 2, Todeclare his power z 1. inpreſervation. 
of his own children ; how wonderfully ſhews this. the! 
power of the Lord ? that , notwithſtanding all the-at- þ 
tempts of the wicked, yet {till his Church is preſerved'; as, 
Exed.1.13. The 1ſraelites vexed, but the more vexed;the 


moreencreaſed. 2. Inconyerſion ; Beloved, it may nw 
there 


" ol. 
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there are amongſt the very: wicked chemfelyes, ſome, in 
whoſe converſion, and ſalvation, the Lord means to glori- 
fie his rich grace , Afar.13.35, Not the rares, but the 
| wheat allo : If the Lord had taken away Pax, in perſe- 
cution, his grace bad never fo much appeared ; and , this 
that we ſee daily , men brought from, power of darkneſs, } 
to the kingdome of Jeſus Chriſt. 3. Intheir overthrow, 
and confuſion ; neyer had Gods name been ſo marvellous 
over the world, if he had preſently ſhewn his power, in 
the deſtruction of Pharaoh ; but, thus permitting him to 
fortifie himſelf , and then co overthrow him, this ſhew- 
ed his power ; like at this day , when they are flouriſhing 
like Cedars, then cuts he them down. A third end,this 
ſeryes much to illuſtrate his juſtice, when he thus beares, 
and invites,by all meanes, to repentance, and yet men turn 
not: 7 gave her ſpace to repent, Rev.2.21. Who cannot but 
acknowlede the juſtice of God,in their condemnation ? 
Yea, beloved, what if wicked men are puniſhed ? what. 
if puniſhed in theſe very things, wherein they think them. 
ſelves bleſſed ? Theſe two things I will briefely evidence. 
Firſt, that the wioked are never without puniſhment, 
Secondly, that the very bleſſings, for which they applaud 
themſeves , are their puniſhments. | 

For the firſt, know we;that puniſhments are not all of one 
ſort;ſome are internal;fome external;ſome Eternal, Now, | 
for internal puniſhments, we ſee them evident upon them ; 
as 1. Horror of conſcience, inmany of them; can there be 
a more fearful judgment ? This, perhaps, we ſee not, but 
they feel is their inward reſtleſneſs, 7/a.57: nit. See Cain 
flying (if heconld) from himſelf, Paſ>xy 2'terrour to 
himfelf, [er,20.4 eAchitephel, hanging himſelf; as the 
Romans were wont to make the crucityed carry their own 
croſs ; ſo God hath made the wicked to carry this croſs, of 
an evil, an accuſing conſcience. | 
06. 1f it be ſaid, they all feel it not : 
eAnſ. Firlt, that I much doubt of, - Secondly, theyhave 


R_ lA Jjudg- 


g——_— - > ——— 


CU III Io er noe 


Uſe 


——— 


122 |\Cuar.2. . A.Commentary,with Notes, Vex.17. | 


judgment much more fearful, hardneſs of heart, the fear- 
fulleſt jJadgment, that God in his wrath, can inflict ; ſee in | 
Pharaoh. Thirdly, fins themſelves are fearful puniſhments; 

Rom.1-24,26,29, And, what drudges they are, what toil 
they take, to enjoy the pleaſures of their fins? How un. 
quiet ſleeps ; what filthy belchings feels the drunkard ? 
Temporary ; arc in their perſons, or in the things about 
them ; as, ſometimes, graceleſs, and unfortunate children; 
 belides theſe, there are pere poſtbame, ſurviving plagues : | 


| cCOMmMMQN termptation,wherewith Satan;ſomerinnes, abnolcy 


The poltericy ſmarts for the ſins of the fathers, Fob 21.19. 
God layes up the iniquity of the father, for the childe: 
And, their very oatward-bleſlings, what curſes are they 
unto'them 2 The riches of the wicked ſuffer them not to 
| leep, fill them with cares, and ſorrows, many; and many; 
their honours expoſed to envy, ' their pleaſures haye bit- 
ternels, &c.. Egcrnal puniſhments arethoſe, that are re- | 
ſpired, till after this life. | 
Now; brethren, ſce we the uſe of all this, Hence, may 
Gods children learn to Rabliſh. themſelves againſt that 


_— 


chem, and labours'to draw them from'their contidenee: | 


Differtur, non aufertur ; Wait but a while, and thou ſhalt 
ſee the Lord manifeſt his jaltice in their puniſhment, and 
overthrow. And, hence likewiſe let wicked men learn to þ 
terrifie anddiſmay their hearts, &c, | 

Fox the ſecond, that. it may well agree with the 
juſtice 'of God, thus to afflict his own children. 

Firſt, theres none ſo. jult, , but + muſt be forced to con- 
feſs, he hath'in him, what deſerves puniſhment ; no not 
Tanfans unius diet; we bring corruption out of the womb, and 
ſucks from the breaſts of our mother, Plal.5 1.5. Rom.s, 
12. .]ts true, that :;Achans children periſh with him, 
but yet pot without-theirown fin, being corri-7t by na- 
ture ; ſo of the deareſt ſervants of God. And, who 
is there, under any afflition , - but . muſt- needs ſay, 
as that gaod thief onthe croſs, I am ju/t/5 in this condem- |. 


nation 
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nation, Luk.23.41:; view them in their original ; or, in 
their end, they are good for Gods children: Their end. 
I. Exerciſe. 2. Chaſtiſement : as exerciſes. 1. Fir mant. 
2, Probant. 3. Pracnnt. | 

1. Firmant, Affliftions are Gods ſchoole-houſes, where- 

in he traines us up to hardſhip:skill in ſailing, is beſt learnt 
by tempeſt ; in warfare, by fight ; as trecs toſſed with 
winde take deeper root, ſo, &c. and thoſe tenderlings un- 
uſed to hardſhip, how doth a little afiright them ? 
2. Probant, Dent. $, and, without theſe, men know nei- 
ther the ſoundneſs, nor meaſure -of their graces : af- 
fiction tryes : how many pleaſe themſelves in their gra- 
ces, whom affliftion diſcovers to be but hypocrites. They 
ſhew alſo, what thy ſtrength is. 

3- Preenunt, when as by example, they draw others, as 
Phil 1.14: and Abel's bloud till cryes ; toimitate his pa- 
tience, and obedience, ſee Heb.11.4. IO ALE Jo: 
Secondly, chaſtiſment; ſo it profics ; as being. x. Either 


means to reduce us; we going aſixay, theſe- bring us | 


home again, P/a/. 119.67. 2. As bonds. and reſtrain- 
ments ; how ſtrongly enclined we are unto all ſins, we finde | 


[ inexperience ; who blames a father; if he+ take from his 
| childe a knife, that would hurt him ? Orthe Lord; if he 


withhold outward things, which he knows would not 
profit us > 3. Beſides that, they are excellent purgations, 
cleanfing us from corruptions. 4. Weigh, if thou wilt, 
chat ho afflifts in meaſure, with regard to'our ſtrength, 
Iſa.28.7. $. Suſtaineth- in afflitions. - Thou haſtſeen 
many afflited, thou never ſaweft any of Gods children 
forſaken, 2 Cor.4.9. 6. Conſider the teward, at laſt,of 
the afflicted, 2 Cor 4. 17. Re op 
Hence then, learn we all to lay our hands upon our 
mouthes ;' and; whatſocver affliftion berides us z orpro- 
ſperity to the wicked ; let this concluſion' be ever holden, 
that God is ſtill good ro Tſrael, an ſtill and hater of iniquity. 
And, in this point cſpecially , fortifie our ſelves ; becauſe 
| 2 | Sathan 
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 wascauſed by the gloſles of the Jews ; ſome teaching,that 


| tothe ſpirits Angelical, xaz*- i£og%s, Beſides that, its 
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Sathan, in this eaſe, labonrs ro. perſwade, that God in ci- 
cher unjuſt, or unmerciful, 8c, 
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CHAP. 3. VER. I: 


Behold, I Will ſend my meſſenger, and he ſhall prepare the 
wap. before we; and the Lord whom ye ſtek, ſhall ſudden= | 
ly come to bis Temple + Even the meſſenger of the cove-| 
nant, whom ye delight im; behold, he fhall come, ſaith. 
the Lord of Hoſtes, 


SEES E have here a two-fold prophecy. _ | 
; Firſt, of Foha Baptiſt, the fore-runner of | 
ewe Chrilt, E | 

2 Secondly, of Chriſt himſelf, 
v4 ohn is deſcribed. 

Firſt, by his office, the meſſenger of the Lord. ; 

Ae by his proper effe, to prepare the way for | 
Chriſt. f 
Chriſt doubly deſcribed. 1. By his titles. 2. And | 
office. 3. And adjunft, Ticle, the Lord. Office, An- | 
gel of the Covenant. Adjunt, ». Whom yeſeck. 
2. His coming,, by the ſpeed, 3. ace, to his temple. 
4+ Ratification, /airh the Lord of Hoſtes. 

As touching the meaning of the words ; ſome difficulty 


the Lord ſhould ſend an Angel, that was ſuch, by nature, 
as an harbinger for Chriſt, But,none can better interpret 
this, then the Loxd Chriſt bimſc lf, CMarrh.11.19.applying 
this co'the perſon of [ohn Baptiſt: And 2.The word Angel 
generally ſignifies any meſſenger; though fometimes given |. 


no | 
new 
—_ \ 
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new ſpeech, that miniſters are called Angels, Rev. 2.x. 

Now, by this ſcripture, we may thus profit. That eyery 
man naturally is-unpreparcd to the receiving of Chriſt ; 
elſe, whar needs fuch preparing of the heart? And this will 
appcar, if 'we conſider how hardly we are brought to de- 
ny our ſelycs, and toforſake our ſelves, that we may im- 
brace him : Nature cannot abide to be nothing, in its 
own ſalvation. Befides, the dominion of Chriſt is mar- 
vellous harſh to fleſh and blood ; therefore, the tate of 
a natural mansheart compared to mountains , and val- 
leys, Luk.3.5. And moreover, the devil keeps poſſeſſion, 
DZnk 11.21, | | 

Now, beloved, labour we to feel this ; and ſurely, it's 
one ſtep towards Gods kingdom, to come thus far, as to 
ſee, and bewail our own unfitneſs to receive him. Then, 
(ſaithone) are the mountains 'brought low , when our 
ſour hearts are abated; and we arc humbled, and brought 
on our knees,to confeſs, and bewail our own unworthineſs. 

Secondly,Its the office of a Mmiſter, to prepare a way 
for Chriſt, that is, to prepare a people for Chriſts domi- 
nion ; This was fohns office; and, 2 Cor.11. Panl of 


himſelf « therefore, we are- called children of the bride. } 


chamber, &6, This muſt be our admonition, and provoca- 


tion to diligence,this way: and,ſufter your ſelves to be pre- | 


pared ; See .Lyk.1.16, 17. 
The meanes are. 7. Humiliation, by the law, 


Gal.3.70. 2. Bewailing of our farmer lives. 3. Pur-| 


poſe of amendement, 4. Longing after Chriſt. 

" The Lord whom ye ſeek} This the deſcription of the 
children. of God, to long after Chriſt ; ſo e Abraham; 
{ce Iob.8.56. Now, beloved , there isa three-fold com- 
ming of Chriſt mentioned,in the Seripture. x, By incar- 


nation. 2. By his Spirit, into the heart. 3. Tn theelouds, | 


to judgment ; the firſt and ſecond here underſtood : 
And this buſineſs*may be analogically applyed to Gods 
Children. Iewes never ſo longed to ſee Chriſt inthe fleſh, 
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as Gods children do, to feel his preſence in their heart. 

Now, by this, try weour ſelves, whether we be chil- 
dren of God, orno ; we ſhall know it by this , that lon- 
ging defire we feel, to be brought into communion with 
Chriſt, by his Spirit ; as alſo, by that deſire we have, and 
longing after hisappearing, 2 Tim.4.8. Rev.2 2.20. Sun- 
dry Reaſons for this. 1, Preſent afflitions ; it being 
Gods ordinance, that we ſhall never, in this earthly taber- 
nacle, be free from them. 2, SubjeRtion , and bondage 
under fins, that the beſt feel themſelves tied unto; 1/rae- 
lites long for deliyerance , under their burdens, Exod. 1. 
x/t. How not we more, from this miſerable bondage ? 
3. The glorious, and comfortable preſence of Chriſt, | 
Phil.1.23. 

Shall ſuddenly come to his Temple, &c. ] The deſcription 
of Chriſts comming, by the place whither ; to his Temple: 
namely, of Teru/alem, the place of' Gods worſhip ; and 
thicher eſpecially, for this end , to purge it of -thoſe cor- 
ruptions,that were grown into the worſhip of God. 

Now, this prophecy conching Chriſts comming to the 
Temple, and purging the worwip of God, hath been ac-} 
| compliſhed. In the Evangelicall Hiſtory y emay readit + 
| And, the meanes which he uſed to purge the fame,were : 

1. Doctrine. 2, Diſcipline. For DoAtine, read ar. 
5. & 15. For Diſcipline, 7oh.2.14,15,16..- 

Now, Brethren, fich this is ſach an excellent work, the 
purging of che worſhip of God, as that the MeſHiah, and | 
Saviour of the world, comes'to perform it ; mark,what 
we learn: every one,in his place, to help forward this work 
ſo excellent : And, in reſpect of the publique , and ſu- 
pream Magiſtrate, .our duty is, to be petitioners unto the 
Lord ; fo toencline his heart, that we may have his wor- 


ſhip pure from all defilements; not only of groſs Idolatry, 
but even of humane Inyentions : See 1-7 191. 2.1,2. &Ce - 

Next, unto every of us, in our families, this muſt be our 
Care,as it was 7o/ona'hs, for us, and our houſe-holds;to ſee, 


that 
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that the worihip of God be kept pure, and ſincere : Be- 
loved, every family 1s, or ſhould be, a temple for Chriſt, 
tobe worſhipped in ; Rom.16. We read of Churches in 
private mens houſes ; This was Jacobs Commendable, 
and Holy PraQtice,Gen.35.2,3- going up to Bethel to build 
au Altar unto the Lord his deliverer ; commands bis 
honſ-hold, and all that Were with him,to put away the ſtrange 
Goas that were among ſt themand to cleanſe themſelves. 


for negles of duties, this way, Gods wrath, many times, 
hangs.over our heads. ; Exod.4.24,25. in Moſes : And 
the defects this way, are reproveable ; one too profane 
among/it the vulgar, whoſe profeſſion is, that they hire not 
ſervants for Gods ſervice, but for their own ; And there- 
fore, for matter of Religion, and the worwip of God, 
let them do as they will ; all which argues anearthly 
| minde ; and, by the preſence of ſuch ſervants, what 
blefings can be expected ? Snrely,as the Lord,many times, 
blefleth a whole family , for the preſence of one religious 
\ fervant , Gen,30-27. & 39.5, So, for one graceleſs, 
profane ſervant,the whole family taſts of the Lords wrath, 
Aſecond negle&t is,herein , perhaps more tolerable , but 
yet as dangerous ; and that is this, that you may obſerve, 
even in ſome of Gods own Children ; ſome care of civi- 


the ſecond table, drunkenneſs, whoredome, &c, ,Perhaps, 
look alſo to externall conformity ; but,for matter of judg. 
meant in religion, altogether careleſs : Thele things ought 
not ſo to be ;butInruQtion,and Correftion,mult,this way, 
0 together, 

To every one of us,alſo,may this duty be preſſed ; for 
even we alſo are Temples for the Lord to dwell in,1 Cor. 
6.19. And therefore,muſt we alſo be carefull,this way,to 
keep our ſelves from pollutions in the worſhip of God ; 
and if any have crept upon us, labour to purge them z See 


hpi 2,13. And 
na, 


| Sund ry Reaſons might be given for.it. . 1. That, even. 


liry they have, which'reſtrains them from groſs breaches of | 
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| And, for this cauſe, poſitive duties this way tending 
[| are. T- Centinuall attendance unto the word of God, 
as the only comfortable rule of the worſhip of God. Mat. 
iohy I5. 2. Beware of Pluloſophy , ard vain deteit , Cel. 2. 
$1: 18. 3. Relying too-much vpon the authority , and judg.- 
I, ments of men, or of their writings : e Auguſtine pray- 
4; | ed for his mother Monica : And, this one cauſe of Ro. 
8.4) miſh Tdolatry ; whileſt the word of God was laid aſide, 
ll and writings of men «dvanced into their room. Not, 
'| | chat I condemn judicious reading of them ; but yet, bring 
| all to the touch, yea, even commands, and preſcripts of 


Fo Princes, Hoſ.5.11. Ephraim affiited, and broken in 
i '' judgment, becauſe, he willingly followed the Commande- 
{fs ment. © © | 

\jþ T he meſſenger (or, Angel) of the covenant] He ſpeaks, 
i here, of the covenant of grace , made betwixt God and 
] | the ſeed of eLbraham, touching life and falyation , to be 
\ = obtained by faith,in Chriſts blould. Now, Chriſt is cal- 
i; 1 led the Angel of this coyenant,in two reſpedts. 1, Inre- 
8/6 ſpe of revelation, 2. In reſpe&t of mediation, and |, 
vii procurement, Þ _ 
tn In reſpe& of revelation ;fo Divines teach, that the Lord, 
an. before incarnation, pleaſed, by Chriſt, to reveal his cove- 
if | nint unto man; ſo Chriſt that firſt raſked with Adam, 
Wi Þ that renewed covenant with eLbraham, that ted the If. 
Wt || raelites, 8&c. And of himſelf, 7oh.1. He only reveales the 
& Father unto us ; he means, ' as making this covenant of | 
{i | grace; for otherwiſe, God known to the wicked, from 
i che beginning, as creatour, governour, preferver ; but, asa 
| Saviour, and Redemer, known only in Chriſt, 

j 


| In reſpeR of mediation, becauſe that in him, and for 

| his ſake, this covenant was made; fee x Tim.2.5. The 

| mediatour betWeen God, and man ; and in, and by him, it | 

1] | hath accompliſhment, 2.Cor.1.20. 

4 i Now, whereas Chriftts the revealer of his covenant ; 

"n | me thinks, it will follow, that thoſe to whom Chriſt was 
| not 
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not known, they never knew this covenant; and therefore» 
could not be partakers of ſalvation ; I mean, the Gentiles 
to whom it pleaſed not God to reyeal himſelf by, 
Chriſt. 

And therefore, that error, though compaſſionate, yet 
foul, of ſome, that taught that even the Gentiles, before 
Chriſt, that knew not Chriſt, were ſaved. I ſay not, but 
ſome Gentiles were ſaved ; but; that any was ſaved, that 
knew'not God, in Chriſt, the ſcripture no where ſheweth, 
Act,q-12, Noother name. 1/a,s 3. 11. Theknowleag of my 
righteous ſervant. 

Hence, we are taught to pray to Chriſt theinterpreter, 
to manifeſt it untothee ;, and with all, take heed, how 
we deſpiſe the word, and tenour of this covenant, Heb.2. 
3. the reaſons are there given. -S 

Again, whercas Chrilt alone is made the mediatour of 
the.covenant ; mark, how fouly Papiſts delude themſelves, 
and rob Chriit of his honour, and ſer up ſaints, and An- 
gels, for mediatours. They havecoyned a diltintion, of 
interceſſion , and redemption ; ſevering thoſe things, that 
God hath combined, in the perſon of Chrilt ; the high 
Prielt a type of both; and, Rev.8.3. Chriſt, the Angel, 
| that ſtands to perfume our prayers. And, this the unſpeak- 
able comfort of a childe 'of God : it's true, that God 
hath been gracious unto us, in entring coyenant ; but, this 
our miſery, that we keep not the condition ; yet, this 
again our comfort, that the promiſes of God have not 
their ratification in us, but in Chriſt Jeſus : Alas ! what 


rit of our own obedience ? how full of unbelicfe > how 
weakin obedience ? How preſumptuous in diſobedienge? 


God are yea, and Amen, 2 Cor.1-20, 

Followeth the ratification, /aj#hthe Lord of Hoſftes ] So, 
you ſhall ſee, that the Lord tyes his: children to-no other: 
evidence, but his word, for the accompliſhment of all his 


Yet, this the comfort, that (im Chriſt) the promiſes of | 


would become of us, if ſalvation depended upon the me- | 


_ 
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|toreſt mthe aflurance of Gods: promiſes, bevauſe he hath 


| whevem he would have his ſeryants ret; ſo let us labour, 


- | power of faith, 'then to expect life, when we fect oor 


{ for accompliſhment of all his promiſes : This is notable | 
| in Abralan, Rons.4.18. though no likelihood, to obtain | 


kl 
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Promiſes, and prediQtions : Thws ſaith the Lord, and, The 
month of the Lord hath ſpoken ; and this, indeed, is faith, 


promiſed, Orher ſciences have their demonſtrations, 
and we haye liberty, toenquire a reafon of th:m; and not 
bound to reſt in any mans, p/edixit ; But, for matter 
of faith, the Lords word muſt be our only warrant. 

' Now; as the:/Lord propounds this, as the only thing, 


and lcarn to reſt, and relye only -upon the word of God, 


ſeed, yet having Gods promiſe, he believes ; and, Heb.11. | 
19. . When the Lord commands him to take his fon 1/aar, | 
in whom was the only apparent hope of the bleſſing pro- | 
mifedz yer, ſpares not him, being aſſured, that he who | 
had promiſed, was able alfo to perform. Beloved in Chri?, 
many excellemt:promiſes are given unto us in Chriſt; life 
ecernal, and glory unſpeakable promifed to all behevers ; 
yet, as Pan! Deida, _— T his life ss kid with Chriſt tn 
God; and, 1 Joh. 3.2. It auth not yet appear, what we ſhall 
be. And, look tothe ontward'State'of Gods children in 
this life, noching more miſerable: Well, yet, we have the 
Lords word, The:Lord of H:ſtr hath ſaidir;and though we 
had rio other evidence, me thinks,” this ſhould ſuffice us. 
God hath promiſed to'divell witha contrite heart, a» {co 
revive him, that 38 of an humble ſpirit, Iſa. 57. 15. Be- 
loved, perhaps, at'/prefent, 'we ſee nothing Teſs, than re- 
viving; perbaps.even killing, 7ob-r3:15, Here now's the 


felves in death 4-' Godlineſs hath alſo the promiſes of this 
tfe, 1 Tim.4.$. Food ia famine, P/Al. 37. Perhaps, we Ee 
no means, but now the Lord will prove our faith : And, 
indeed; thoucanſt-heveraffarethy felf, that thou haſt any 


ſound faith, riſk thoi articome to this, - to believe, even be- | 


I 
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catife the Lord hath ſaid); "though: thou ſeckt no mean, be- 


fore | 
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fore thine,eyes for accompliſhment of hispromiſe, Labour 
therefore, for this; and, here conſider. | 

Firſt, the truth of God, and his fidelity, as by long 
experience of all times thou mayelt gather it. The Lord 
promiſed ,to Abraham, to give Canaan to his polterity ; 
| Abraham lived in it,and his ſeed enjoyed it;ſo the Meſſiah; 
and he came. | 

Secondly, the power of God, in- accompliſhing his 
promiſe ; theſe the two pillars of e-Lbrahams faith, Rows. 
4+20,37. 

Verſ. 2. Bur, Who may abide the day of his comming ? 
4nd, who fyall ſtand, When he appeareth ? for , he is liken re- 
finers fire, and like fullers ſope, &c. ] A deſcription of the: 
comming of Chriſt in the Fell , from the adjund of ter- 
rour, illuſtrated by the effe& ; who may abide his com- 
ming ? 


aſcribed unto Chrift,in reſpeR of his comming in the fleſh; 
For, firſt, his outward eſtate upon earth, was moſt deſpi- 
} cable;his externall ſervants,fiſhermen ; befidesthat,he came} 
to comfort his people ; and, CM ar.1 2.20, It was faid of 
him, that he ſhould not brws/e & broken reed '.? oAnſw. 
Diſtinguiſh the Perſons, and the Scriptures will accord ; 


rible ; but yet, tothe wicked moſt terrible ; yea, in his ve- 


what terrour firuck he the hearts of the ungodly ! See 


meckly to Jeru/alem , riding on an aſſe , how: werethey 
ſtricken with terrour, and fear ? CMar.21. So that 


<Mat,14. If any be demanded; how this comesto pals ? 


For the ſence, it may be enquired, how this may be ; 


Chriſt Jeſus to. his own Children, is comfortable, not ter- | 
ry incarnation, and that outward contemptidle ſtate,with| 
Hat.z, When they hear but tidings of Chriſts Birth, | 
Ieruſalem , and all,is in an yproare ,; and,when he comes}, 


hence we may.obſerve .; that rhe very deſpicable ſtate of | 
Chriſt in the fleſh, was unto the wieked molt terrible, and | 
diſcorafortable ; mark haw Hered quakes at the, news;| 


Obſerve. 


| 


e1nſv, Partly, through the glimps of Divine Glory, that 
I. 3 
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ſhined in that deſpicable State of Chrilt'; partly,through 


| their earthly mindes; while they ſavouring earthly things, 


feared the diſturbance of earthly peace ; partly, through 
conſcience of rejeting him and his word : partly,through 
a terrour,wherewith it pleaſeth the Lord to Nrike them. 
Now, beloved, if Chritt comming in the fleſh were ſo 
cerrible ro the wicked , what ſhall his glorious comming 
be'? Rev.6.16. The wicked are there defcribed, running 
to the hills to fall on them, and ts the mountaines to cover 
them : And, this terrour , methinks, ſhould perſwade 


ſon, Pſal.2. ult. To ſubmit to him; that he may guide 
them, by his word, and Spirit : The Prophet 7/2:ah pro- 
ponnds the queſtion, Who among ns, ſhall dwel with drveu- 
ring fire ? And anſwerstoit, 1/4.33.14.15. 

And, let it be our admonition, to labour betimes, to be 
reconciled urito him , who is, in his wrath, a conſaming 


þ 


| fire -; behold, he comimeth with clouds, - Rev.1, 2 Th .x-2, 


[The Lord is'gracious unto us, in offering us rheanes of Te- 
conciliation : Bleſſed are they, that receive them; and wo 


them - 1» and, let all ſuch , as encourape theniſelves in their 
'cvills'; becauſe of Chriſts Incarnation; tremble at this : 
Alas 1 what ayails it'a wicked, obſtinate ſinner, that: Chriſt 
came irnto'the world, to reconcile us nnto his Father ? 
\ This is comfortableto a mourner, but, its the ſcourge of a 
"wicked man z when he ſhall conſider, how he hath tram- 
by his fins, and rejeRed his grace, how can he but tremble ? 

For he is like a Refineys fire,and like Fullers ſope] Firlt, 
ſet us cleer this place of the gloſles of Papiſts ; they labour 
here to build the fire of purgatory '; and why, trow we ? 
but only, becauſe, here is mention made of fire, and of pur- 


dicory, and the proof of it. -1. This that the Serip- 


ture 


worth the day , that ever they were born, that reje& | 


| 


.mEn, 2 Cor.5.10, To forſake ther fins, and to kiſs the | 


Ca A AL. 


pled undes his feet the blood of -Chriſt , 'and'crucified him | 


'ging fire.: 'To which purpoſe, 'they apply that alſo, x (or- | 


3-13: Againſt this dream, oppoſe we, Firſt,' the contra- | 


Cray. 3. «pon the Prophet Malachy.. Vx. 2.3,4. 


tare every where teacheth, that we have, in Chriſt , per. | 
fe& purgation from all our ſins, both the guilt,and puniſh- 
ment of them, 1 7oh.1.7. - 2. That remiſſion of ſins is 
here, either finally loſt, or everlaſtingly obtained, 7oh.9.4. 
Walk . while #t is day. 3. Whereas they confeſs, that we 
are m Chriſt, purged from all mortall ſins; and all fins are 
mortal; apparent, that there remaines no ſuch purging , af- 
ter this life. 4. Whereas they confeſs, that. we are pur- 
ocd- ; 4 Reaty peccatorum, from the guile of fins ; how 
can they imagine any part of puniſhment to remain unto 
the children of God ? for, doth God puniſh the Inno- 
cent ? 5. Rev.14.13. . Gods children are bleſſed, and 
ſaid , at death, to reft from their labortrs ; and that their 
works follow them cloſe. | bw 

And, as for this place, its as abſurdly, as any, applyed | 
unto this purpoſe ; For, Tt. Its ſpoken of Chrilt's firſt | 
comming in the fleſh. 3. Its ſaid , that Chriſt is this pur- t 
ging fire.. 3. Its done forthis end, that we may bring | * 
offerings unto God: in righteouſneſs, ver/ce3. Now, will 
they ſay, that by theſe offerings, their.maſs is meant ? how 
abſurdly ? For; have they maſſes, in purgatory ? I think, 
indeed, there are Prieſts enough in hell; For, Afar.5.19. 
T hey that pervert Gods people , are leaſt in the kingdome of 
Ged ; bur, of maſles in purgatory neyer dreame, no not 
Catholiques themſelves, 

See we then, what the ſence of the words is,and in what 
refp:& Chrift is compared unto fire, and Fullers ſope. 

eAn(w. In reſpe& of his effects, like unto fire ; and 
that, both in regard of [the wicked , as #lſo in reſpe& of 
the children-of God : In reſpe of the wicked, becauſe, 
by his word, afflitions, and his Spirit , he purgeth the 
vigble Church , works ſeparation of the droſs from the 
pure metall ; ſo, 2ſat.3-12. He is deſcribed , as onc ha- 
ving his fanne in his hand, and purging his flaore-: So ſee 
wedaily, by his word , he ſeparates ; by aflitions alſo, 


_ _ —_—_ <—_— 


he diſcovers hypocriſie, 
| | S 3 S ; And, 


Obſerv. 
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And, what may this teach us > Surely, to labour to be 
upright in the fight of God ; for Chriſt is as purging fire, 
and will ſurely ſever the drofs from the (ilyer,and gold;and, 
howſoeyer a man may long maſque under the vizar of hy. 
pocriſie ; yet, ſooner, or later, the Lord diſcovers him, x 
T'ins.5. ulr: Some mens ſins go before unto judgment. 

See we the means, how it pleaſeth the Lord, at this day, 
to work this ſeparation : Theſe are., 1. His word, this 
that fire, 7er.23.29, 2. Afflitions, this alſo the purging, 
and trying fire, 3. His judgment, whereby he gives over | 
an hypocrite to ſomevile, and groſs ſins, whereby they dil 
cover themſelves unto the world. | 

Again, heis fo compared, in reſpeAt-of his own ſer- 
vants ; becauſe, he ſcoureth , and purgeth them from their 
ſins ; no fire ſo purging, as Chriſt ; the fullers ſope makes 
not ſo white, as the bloud of Chriſt, 

Here, firlt, cakenotice, how faſt corruption cleaves to 
all the poſterity of '4daws ; fire, and fullers ſope, that is, 
that which is moſt purging, required to waſh us from it. 
This David, Pſal.51.7. knew well enough, and therefore 


prayed again, and again, for waſhing,and wringing in this 


fullers ſope, of the ſpirit of Chriſt, And, what maryel ? 
ſeeing bred in us by nature ; confirmed alſo, and ſtrengrh- 
ned by cuſtom, Fer, 13. 23« Heb. 12. 1. The ſinhangs on | 
faſt, and prefſeth down ſore ; and this that, in woful expe- 
rience, all Gods children finde, how ſtrong corruption is in 
them ; and,beſides all chis,the devil holds Captive, 2 Tins. 


2.26, F, 

And, me thinks, it deſcryes that errour of our people, 
that think it ſo caſy a matter to deliver themſelves from 
the ſtrength, and power of their corruptions ; let them 
alone, they ſay, they will repent,when they are old ; and, 
give them but their mindes, - they are well enough ; and, | 
they wonder at" thar care, 'andinduſtry in the ſervants of 
God, 'in labouring to keep themiſelyes unſpoteed of the 
world. * RP, 72, | 
| Now, 


PV  CLFISET 


Now, alas ! Beloved, theſe men confider not how faſt 
| corruption cleaves unto them,while they thus ſpeak z 1s it 
ſocaſy, to fly from corruption ? Try, if thou wilt, but. 
in one (in, to which chou haſt been accuſtomed; and then, 
tell me. whether it be ſo calie a matter, to be delivered 
from thy corruptions, How do at{ Gods children finde 
evil preſent, when they would dogood 2 And; what vio- 


how , when they have much laboured , yetevill re- 
turns. 

Laſtly, fee here the efficacy, and powerof Chrift, in 
purging of ourfins, Fire it ſelf; and: the pureft ſope is 
not more powerful, then Chrilts grace : How powerful 
felt Gods children this, who from being, by narnre, 
very vile, have become zealous for the Lord of Hoſtes, 1 
Cor.6.11? 

And, this ſhould comfort the children of God, that 
endeavyourco purgethemſelves from:their fins Beloved,it's 
that which often'troubles the children-of. God, rhat'they 
cannot get that power over their corruptions,” that'they 
defire ; but, the more they Krive, the fronger cheyiſeem 
rofeel, corruption-in them : Well, wonldeſt thou, io deed, 
| be purged ? behold here'a pargatory;; therſpivic of Chriſt; 
only be ſure of this, uſe the means. Andthis-uſe of means 
ſhould beboth ſeaſonabe, and conſcionable. 

Firſt, the word of God Jer.23.29. Joh.17.17.The word 
is that ecuth, by which we are ſanctitied; and by it the Spi- 
rit, that alone purgeth, indeed,'is conveyed imo'thehearr ; 
chat is the two-cdged fword, Heh. 4. 12+ that ſearcheth 
corruption, getting into-the yery marrow, and bones; and, 
they forſake their owh mercy, that leave it. 

Secondly ,add'to this a ſecond means, and that is, afficti- 
on, ſan&'fied to Gods children ; how powerfal-a (means 
the cxoſs-fanctificd is to Gods children, experience ſhews; 
which of Gods ſons cannot-ſay,that ever he was in afflicti- 
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lent aſſaults of Sathanare;they encumbred withal> And | 


on, but he found fin abated thereby, "and him |. 
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ſelf, in part , ſcoured from corruptions : this that ma- 
ers rebellion, ſubdues rebellion, makes carefull , and cir. 
cumſpet + And therefore, they forſake likewiſe their 
own mercy, and comfort, who fly too cowardly from af- 
fiitions ; and, if there were no other argument , this 
alone ſhould move us, to ſubmit our ſelves to the crols ; 
for that, its a meane tv Purge us. Laſtly, prayer unto 
God, for his Spirit, P/al.51.10,1 2. for, without his 
bieſſing, neither word, nor afflictions,nor any our own en- 
deayours prevaile, any whit, to this purpoſe ; therefore, 
ſee we many hearing continually, yet never a whit purged 
from corruptions ; many followed with crofles, yet never 
the better, but the worſe ; pray God, therefore, to waſh 
thee, and thou walt be waſhed. 


——— ———— 


VER. 5-6. 
end, I Will come neer to you to judgment , and I will bea 
{wift witneſs againſt the ſorcerers, and againſs the Adul. 
terers, and againſt falſe ſWwearers , aud againſt thoſe that 
oppreſs the hireling 611 his waget,-the widow , and the fa- 
therleſs, and that turn afede the ſtranger from bis right, 
and fear not me, ſaith the Lord of Heſftes : For, I amr 
_ the Lerd, I change not ; therefore , ye ſons of Jacob are 

not conſumed, | 


'S Omming of Chriſt,in the fleth, foretold, and deſcri-| 
 bed,by adjuns, 1. Speed. *2, Terrour, 3. Ends; 
Firſt, for his fervants z to purge them ; Secondly, for the | 
wicked, to judg them :; which latter we have,in this text, 
where there are three things conſiderable, x. The end, 
and effect of Chriſt's comming in the fleſh 2 in refpe& of 
the wicked ; he comes to them, to judgment. 2, The 
meane, manner, or degree of execution, by witneſling. 
3- The ſubjeds of this execution, ſer down as in a ſynech- 
dochicall induQtion of the particular ſpecies. 
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1 will come neer to you to judgment} For theſence : 
God itsalwaies ;ncer, P/al.139. but he is, then, eſpecially, 
(aid to be nigh ; when he declares his nighneſs by effects, 
of power, jultice, mercy ; but neareſt , while Chriſt lived 
with us. | 

The end of Chriſt's incarnation, was, not only to ſave 
his people ; but, to judg the wicked -: and, he is not only 
a Saviour to his ſervants,but a judg'to the ungodly : And, 
chis that he profeſſeth of himſelf, [oh:9.39. & Lak.2.34. 
appointed for the fal), and riſing again of many in 1/-ael ; 
conferr 1/ai.8.14,15. 1/ai.28. 16, Fh4 

06. If any ſhall objet, that Chriſt teſtifieth of his 
Father ; that he ſent him , not toJudg the world, 7oh.3: 

"Aft. There are two ends of Chriſts ſending ; one 
principall, which is to ſave : leſs principall, and as it were 
accidentall, to judg the world ; as Saint Paw! ſaith of the' 
Goſpell, 2 Cor.10.5,6. Or, ſecondly, by the world, we 
are. to underſtand , the world of believers, as eL»ſtir ; 
( eff quidam quaſi mundus credentinm) and verſ.18. ib. 
1 [oh.252.- 

06. Chriſt refuſed to do the office of a judg, being re- 
queſted to deeide. the controverſic , betwixt two bre- 
then. THE B | 

Anſw. The place to be underſtood of a temporall judg-' 


| ment, after'the cuſtome of this life ; ſo Chriit profeſſeth 


to Pilate, that his kingdome Was not of this world, Toh.18.” 
36. But , ever performed. he the office of a ſpiritual}! 
jadg, as ; Toh.9.39. NN ei 
Hence then it followeth, that Chriſt came not into the- 
world, only to be a Saviour of his Church, or to be a Sa 
viourto all ; fith the Lord here proteſterh-, that Chriſt he: 
came man.to/the. world, unto: jadgfhent. '; This point1- 
have often praved;. 1:.:|Becauſc of :the eternall- decree" of? 
God,. which he would never croſs , tin'ifenging: Chriſt into; 


the world ; nay;evenin ithad eye to the fulfilling of that 
Lang T 


Obſerv. 
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| dities ; for Gods counſclls muſt {tapd , and who canreſift 
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eternall counfell. a. For that, meanes of ſalvation are 
not granted to all, AMar.1 1.23. 3» Fbat Chriſt exchdes 
ſome from his interceſſion , lebei7.g, 4. From ablur- 


his will ? and, it's moſt abſurd to ſay, that God would 
fain ſave, but mans will hinders bis intention. and deſire ; 
ſfith he that made the will, knows how to frame i to his 
own purpoſes. 
And, therefare, beloved, vain is the confidence of thoſe 
men, that expect ſalvation from Chriſt , whilelt they live 
in their ſins : Its true, that Chrilk is. a Saviour of his peo- | 
ple; 44-12 +. bus, a feverc judg of alldiſebedtent, and | 
impenitent (ioners 3] Les. worth the notiovg that. Pap hath, | 
1 Tim.1.9. The law,ſaith he, is not given to the righteoxs, | 
namely, as Ks the Miniftery- of condemnation.'z or the | 
hand-wriivg of ardinances: againſt us ; bat, its fv ta 
nt lamlaſs, and di/obedient ; and. cothem' it ſtands Rblin 
OfCC.. :' 7 2 TL AF 1 
And-here fore, let this.be the Exhartation,ag,P/ak 2.12. | 
Ki/5 the ſon, that is, ſubmit to.his. dominion, ſuffer himita | 


your ſaviour ; clſe, ſurely, you ſhall finde him yaur-ſevere | 


Juggs | | ) 
= We-, 8 little , how Chriſt exccuted this office 
of judgment, upon the earth, in the dayes of his fleſh, Fob. | 
2 39. namely; by blinding thetnthat ſaw, that is, by. giving | 
men:.vpto blindneſs of minde, and hardneſs of heart: | 
that pleaſing themſclves. in- opinion. of their own. know. 
ledg. deſpiſed. thar-knowledg of God which he laboured 
to teach them. And thus we finde Chriſt daily to exe 
cute judgment amonght vs-in the Church of God : though 
we-ſee him-nos now czecuting outward: vengeance upon 
the bodice off all. ; men ; yet ſpiritual judgments 
eſacon _ inthe Church of God; many givernp.| 
to blindneſs .of minde, and hardneſsof hearr, and:fo pre-. 
;pared/ta condemnation... N 3:1] 


| Naw, as means. to avoid: this judgment. Is Take| 
heed | 
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| heed of opinion of thine own knowlkedg, Zoh. 9.39. 1Cor. 
3-18, 2. White wehavelight, walk in it, 7017.35. 
3- Shut not your eyes againſt it, brit what the Lord would 
reach, learn to acknowledg ; See Toh. 12:37, 39s 

Next thing obſervable, is that part of judgmem Chriſt 
here executed, in the dayes of his fleſh. Judgment hath 
four afts. 1. Examination. 2. Convidtion..' 3. Sen-: 
rence-giving.. - 4+ Execution; Now, of theſe, this only 
| is here noted, that here he executed the: ſecond office of a 
Judg, which is, to convince of ſin. Therefore, ic is ſaid of 
the Father in Chriſt, that he would be a ſwift witneſs a- 
gainft che ſooth-[ayers, &c. that howſocver he did not | 
preſently ſend them down to hell ; yet he would convince 
them of their fins. For, this is the office of a witneſs, to 


wot +4 


corruptions, CHarth.5. 'By ſhewing- the accompliſh- 
ment of the Prophets prediQions;-.he convinced thera of 
infidelicy, &c. | 7 14 3 ESA 
Secondly, by his Spirit, 744.16,8,9. When he ſent him ' 
down into his children ; and, by. a general work of the 
true Spirit of God, in the heartsof very caſt awayes. 
Thirdly, by his own holy and ſpotleſs life ; as alſo, by 
the examples of his childrens obedience, it whoſe hearts 
it pleaſed himto be effeRual. to 140 4H 
And thus, we ſhall fee, ac this day, the Lord Chriftexe- 
cute that. part of judgment committed: to him, by his 
Father. - Its true, that. the Lord hath ſong pati 
| bears the very veſſels of wrath prepared co deſtruftion, 
ſpicting their execution 4 as we ſee; in dayly experience ;; 
| But, let no man ſay, that therefore, he doth fix ill; and 
. not judg the wicked ; except, we will ſay, that the judg of 
aſſize performes n0 office of a judg , buit- only, nouns 
| T 3 elivers 
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| 1 Cor. 14-24, 25. that he is convinced of all men; 'and ! 


| eth againſt chem. Again, how doththe Spirit of God, in 
| the, word, ſmite them with'fear, 'and horrour, that they 


—_— 
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delivers them over to be executed. | 
And ſee we, beloved, a little; this truth daily evidenced 
unto us in the Church, by the very preaching of his word, 
which is his teſtimony, 2: Cor, 10. 6. How many 
times, perſwade I my ſelf, doththe deſperateſt contemner | 
of God, ;and all goodneſs, finde that in himſelf verified, 


judged of the miniſtry of the word ; as, when out of the 
word of God, we ſhew the haynouſneſs of Adultery, 
Sabbath-breaking,&c ! How ſtand ſuch'offenders, like men 
arraigned at the barr; and ſay,ſecretly, in their hearts, they 
are guilcy:! yea, the very cryal of their countenance teſt ifi- 


eremble, and quake at the noiſe of Gods judgments de- 
nounced againlt them ? . Thirdly, the very examples of 
Gods children, Heb. 11, Whites they ſubmit .themſely 
tothe word of , God, convince them | alf6 ' of -thtit * 
finds {05 L2H, | PTSD 

The Uſe will beſt appear, if we ſhall confider the ends, 
why it pleaſeth. the Lord thus to convince us. They are 
ewo,according as the perſons are,in whom this is wrought; 

Fir, in tegardof Gods children, it's to'humble them, 
by giving them fight, : and feeling of their (ns, "that 're- 
nouncing themſelves, they may ſupplicate to their judg, ſee | 
Att. 2.37. 

Art thou, then, convinced in thy conſcience, out of the 
word of God, of thy fins? This do, ſupplicate to -the 
judg ; ſurely, notall, whom the Lord conyinceth, he'ton- 
demneth ; but,; as a merciful judg, though hearraign all 
at the barr of hisiconſcience, by the Word, and Spirt; yer, 
whom he ſees broken ia heart, ,purpoſing amendment, 
eatneſtly begging for pardon, to fuch he extend&patdon, 
and remiſſion. '- - | LE 2605 QUE ONT OG 3%. .* 

And thereforc,beloved,if when thou'art convinced, thou | 
canſt thus do, happy art thou : and Gods children, w 

| nde 


dit tt. MT. oc —— 


Cn APJ. upon the Prophet Malachy.. Vx, - 5,6: 
\ ; ; 


finde theſe things, it themſelves, have no'cauſeto deſpair] 
of pardon, and ſalvation, -The end of conyidtion, -in.calt- 
awaies;4s their/juſt damnation ;- for that;; when the Lord: 
| reve them in judgment, of their ſios,they Kill perſilied. 
1N TREM, 11 +44, | ' 14066 15 ; , 
And therfore, bcloycd, take weall heed; how welive in . 
our fins-after convition : ;/when.the Lord onee brings-pn- | 
co'the barr, 'arraigns us:in our conſriences, tby his: ward; 
\hews us out (ins, and the-ſmart of them ;if, after all this, | 
| we.ſhall continuein them, ;heayy,. and ju/t is our, condem- 
nation, And this the ſtate of many, jat-thisday, as of 
ſwearing; drunkenneſs, &e. they. know, the hainpuſneſs'pf 
them, yer praQtiſe thera ;; and, is;it-notyultwich,God, to 
condemn ? A thief arraigned , convicted, &c. but, by 
mercy of the judg repricved, upon hope of better behpvi- | 
our, if he ſhall {fill pecſiſt in theft, all acknowledg hisexe- | *j 
] cution moſt jult.,,,,, toll iolnc?' pt Lav $07 
. Well, next, Jet. us, fee unto whom Chriſt is ſent,.. as 4 | 
judg : To ſoothſayers,and ady{terers, &4c,.. Now, Wears 
not ſo to-underftand: the Prophet, as if he-meant , that 
Chriſt ſhould be a judg of theſe-particulars only ;- but, as 
Paul, 1 Tim.1.9.. Fic includes all (ins, in general... | 
Wherefore then theſe mentioned;only 2;,, 1/1 1.14 - +, 
«nſw. Beeaiſe moſt rife in-the:praftice.of that peg- | 0%/er0- 
ple. : Thence we kearn, who are Miniſters; zo apply our 
proofes, and denunciations-ef -judgments'; as generally + 
to all ſins - ſo moſt ſpecially,” to choſe particulars, rife in} | 
our people : It were ws to evidence this by the practice 
of the'Seryants of! Gyd,the.Prophegs; : -See Tohn Baptiſt, ' 
how excellenly; he figs his preſcripts;£9;the nature, of the | 
-people, Zxk 3:10,11+.and.,: when he comes tor Herod, he 
rells him of: his particular ſin, A/qt,14-4,', And Paxl, be- 
fore |Felip,)abribjiogs 40 inceltugys.perſpa,ipreacheth of 
| juſtice, and temperance, AAr24.25. "bras Fee a | 
|- Tr-warrants/like praftice of miniſters, at.this-day, that Uſe. | if 
bind themſelyes, Flpecially, to the particular oprrperions.of Te 
of 3 ener 
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$ooth-ſaying. 


. | ly of it;and ſo much the rather, beeaiſe,) ſee there is'ſotne | 


+. 
; - 
£1 


o 


their own people ; and, therefore, pleaſeth.it God to ſet 
us over particular congregations, and'to give us charge of 
them, 'that we night redreſs their fins , And, howſoever 
that! other courſe be moſt plauſible unco carnall men ; 1 
mean, generall dealing in inſtruftion, admonition , re- 
proof ;" &c. as, you ſhall hear ſuch preachers, that ſhoot 
at'rovefs in-their Sermons; much applauded : yer this is the 
ptofitablekind of teaching: : And therefore, in the primi- 
cive Chnrch', were there aſſiſtants unto the Miniſter , in 
——  }. enquire, and give information } 
of manners'; and, if wehad now ſuch as the houſehold 

of Clve,1 Cor.t.1r. Nodoubt , we might more profita- ; 
, 2'great deal, converſe: in our Miniſtery 2 that by the 


bly 
Way. | | . 

Firſt particular mentioned, Sooth-ſaying ; the word 
rehdred,by sKilfull;in originall languag '; praftigiatores, as 
you would ſay , juglers, ſuch as, by deceiving the ſence, 

ring ſtranpethings to paſs ; bur; Synechtlochically, under 
this name;are comprized , all ſuch as exerciſe any of thoſe 
divelliſh arts ,' that cannot. be exerciſed without contrat 
either ſecret, or open,with the Devil ; which in one word, 
we call Magick: My purpoſe is to ſpeak ſomething large- 


kinde of this /divelliſhart Al in praftice, amougſt our 
ignorant people: Of ir there are ſundry-branches ; but, 
they may be alt reduced to thefe rwo heads, 
|. _ » © CHMagia F Divivatrix. 
| ny Ie 2b 77 + 

Tke firſt is that; that's exerciſed: about prediftion of 
of” contigent events, not6ut of heir cauſes , but by wayes 
tot fanRifyed of God '; and thisisof two ſorts. , arcor- 
ding #3 the perſons; that uſe them-; one ſeemingly joyned. 
with aft ;/the otherveſgar 4 'theſe of divers ſorts;;\bricf- 
ly, of caſh. «22.520, 0Þ. ING 7 911,24 0 
A Firſt; P3Mhoder,"6t re et es 2s by acquaintance. 
with fatnilize ſpirits |" daKe opori them! to revealecdecrers, 


and 


« 


know, what.the ſuceeſs.of our enterpriſes will bay To the 
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Dent.1811, Beloved, I faynot, we have ſuch in our 


the Lord ſaith, P/al.50.18. Then haft been pertaker With 


wholeſamechat way. provided, ſo.thaſe to whom cxceuti- 
.on-thereof is committed, would pur upon. them this, reſo-- 
lution, and,imicate.his. practice, 2. K5ng.23«24, | | 


joyn withthem. 1. See what is noted of' Sal, before 
the Lord.forfooke him.; he took rhem away aut of the 
land ; when God had. forſaken him, then goes he to con- 
ſule-with'a witch, 1. S$4x.28.7. 2. The Lord, by ſtrange: 


pare for deaths; he ſends $0 Zaal-zehub, the god of Ek- 
», $9enquire; wherher he (hquld recover : mark, how 
the Lord reafons agaialt him. 1. What a fan is this, as 
if the devil, in, Zkyev,. could better reſolve, then the God 
of 1/rasl. 2. He tels him, he (hall ſugcly dye, and accor- 
dingly, itcame toipaſs.. 3. 1/a. 8. 20. The Lord taxin 

this fin, preſcribes. us the. right means, how we ſboull 


lay, and rathe teſtimony. When journeycs. are {0 under- 
taken, We ROT... of bletfion; when otherwiſe, 
aflure we our felves, of a.curſe,, though. all the devils in hell 
Gallfareclablefing-. ooo... 
A ſccond ſort; are Aſtrolagers, or ſtarr-gazers ; who, 


| as Aſs well ſajth, though uader another colour, yet Ex- 


CENT 


erciſe 


the adulterer ; (oſurely, ſuch are partakers with. Sooth- | 
ſayers : And, it were ta he wiſhed, that as there are laws 


And, let us. all-be admoniſhed to* take heed how we |- 


judgments, hach ſhewn his diflike of it ; See 2 King. 1, |- 
\eAbaziahwaificks and, as. it's the faſhion of. protane 
"men, tobo.more inquilitive, touching the iſſue, then ro. pre- 


and to forctell things to come ; of ſuck read, Levir,20.27. | 


- ——_— 


own congregatian ; but, this, 1fear,  iste0 common |: 
amongſt us, nponevery occaſion, conſulting with ſuch ; if | 
any thing loſt, or out of the way, preſengly, a meiſen- | 
| ger diſpatched, to the cynning man,ar the cunning woman: 

any ſickneſs dangerous, lg eden dly they ſhall res |' 
cover.;;, if a journey undertaken, conſult of ſucceſs, ec. As | 
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erciſe their art of foretelling things to come, by ſecret 
compatt with'the devil ; of 'theſe the world was ever full; 
| and, at this day, almoſt no place empty of them. 

'Thefe are of ſundry ſorts. 1. Generhliacs, that by cal- 
culating Nativities, and ſearching out the conſtellations, 
and aſpeRts of theſtarrs, take upon them to foretel, what 
ſhould be che manners , ſtate of life, death, &c. of men 
born 'underthem.” . 2; Such, as of particular eventsin bu- 
finefſes undertake to fortel events of things, in their own 
nature, contingent, 

Theſe alſo not amongſt us ; yet, I fear, every where | 
conſulters with ſach, Thatwe arme our ſelves againſt them, 
let us ſee ſome reaſons ont of the word of God. x. tarrs 
made to.another end, Gej.1.14. namely, to meaſure out 
dayes and nights , ſummer and winter. 2. That they 
make good creatures, malignant, 3. The houſes them- 
ſelves feigned things. ' 4, They bit univerſal cauſes, and 
their influence mixr. * 5. Gem, or twins born' ini one 
hour, have divers iffues;* 6,' Many other wayes doth' the 
Lord defcry their folly, 1/ai.46. 7er.10. ſhewing them 
to be but heathenniſh vanity. I might add unto theſe, 
| thoſe that by dreames take upon them , to forerell things 
to come + now, it once pleaſed God ; by dreatnesto "re-' 
| veal particular events'; not ſonow. 'So thoſe, that by 
looking on the hand', take upon them to foretel] what: 
ſhall be mens fortune ; to: theſe alſo may be added that 
ſame, which they call Necromancy, that 15, divination, by 
confulting with the dead ; thar is, indeed; with the devill, 
in the habit, and likeneſs of the dead': Of all which ye" 
may read, Det.18.10,11. Valgarir ; that which*our 
common people, in ſuperſtitious jpnorance*, obſerve, of 
things boding good, or ill ; as, how many ſych obſervati- 
ons have they of dismall days; wherein they fay, its dange- | 
rousto begin any work : That, wheria man puts-hisſhooe 
oh the wrong foot },' thatbodes ill ;' if the faltfall to- 
wards us on the table, iſt luck ; that; if the aff fall out 6 

B-; tne 


| they have not received the love,and obedience of the truth, 


| the hand; a hare croſs our. way ; tumble at the threſh- 
old, when we firſt go out of the houſe ; or, if the gar- 
ments be gnawn of the Rats ;- of which ,Ag»uſtine well 
notes the anſwer of Caro, an old wizard among the 


him,as a man full of heavincſs; more grieving, faith he, at 
the ſuſpicion of ill to come, then for loſs preſent; and, 
he would needs know, what hard chance that might bode. 
To whom the heathen anſwered merrily ; that is no 
range thing, faith he, that Rats ſhould gnaw cloathes ; 
| the wonderhad been, if thy cloathes had cat Kats ; ſo 
did the heathen deride that folly, and ſuperſtition. And 
it ſhould admoniſh us Chriſtians, to deteſt, and abhorr 
ſuch idle ſuperſtitious obſervations, whereby,as much as by 
ahy, the devil ruleth in ſuch, ; 

 I'f it beſaid, that the event, many times, anſwers to 
their fear, and expeation. This comes, partly, through 
Gods judgment upon ſuch ; partly, through Satans de- 
fire to bewitch them with ſuch things : God gives them 
over to theſe deluſions, that they may believe lies, becaule 


2 aw 2.11, ; 

A ſecond kinde of Sooth-ſaying, or Magick, is oPe- 
rative, that is, conſiſting in working things ſtrange and be- 
yond conceit ; becauſe, we ſce not the reaſon of them ; as 
we ſec in the ſorcerers about Pharaoh, and Simon CMa- 
£4;and the like, perhaps,at this day;ſtrange cures wrought 
by bringing inchanted napkins,&c. ' _ | 
Now, firſt, by natural cauſes known to Sathan ; as of 
the lamp burning, in the Temple of Yexws , without oy]; 
a thing that hath a cauſe in nature; as Pip. of a ſtone 
called Aſpheſtus, once ſet on fire, never quenched, Se- 
condly, by deceiving of the ſence, as Pharaohs Wizards, 
by agility of their nature, removing rods, bringing 1n Ser- 
pents Thirdly,perhaps alſo ſome marvels wrought, true 


| Cxar. 3. m the Prophet Malachy, Ve 85,6. 


Romans. A ſuperſtitious obſerver of ſuch things came to | 


jadgments 
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for their nature;bur falſe in their end, Reaſons. 1. Gods | 
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corner ; charmers and ſorcerers : would God our own 
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Jadgmeat upon ſuch, as believe ſuch things, 2. That 
thoſe thar obtain ſuch gifts, might-not be roo much exal- 
ted. 3. To reach us,not rafhly to receive doarines thus 
commended , but to breng them to the touch, 4. That 
we might not too much admire-this gift ; but labour for 
thoſe-rather, that tend to edihication, and falvation. | 

And,in this rank may T allo reckon thoſeſo rifein every 


congregation-were free ! which is by procuring of words, 
ro-procurc ſpeedy help, or hurt ; and this is either plain ; 
or covert, ſome meanes pretendedly uſed 3 againſt which, 
and allthereft ; See Next. 18,1011; 'Reaſons,. 3. God | 
caſt. oat the heathen for theſe. 2, Prophets ordaized, © | 
Apainſt all which, theſe rules muſt be obſerved, 1. That 
they are all exerciſed , by a ſecret compa with Sathan : 
Reaſon; they have no ſuch force, by nature, divine ordi- 
nance, or promiſe, : 
Ob. Frayers are good; and prevalent, - 
eA»/w. Made mfaich, according to Gods will ; But 
I. What warrant topray for cure, without meanes, or, 
by meanes ſupernatural f 2, What reaſon , why ſuch a 
prayer, rather then another ? 3. Seeſuch people, known 
tobe ignorant, vitious, of whom the Lord: profeſleth , he 
knows none ſuch. | "= 
0b. Gift. 
eAu/w. Extraordinary gift of healinggnow ceaſed, 
04. Devill.doth nonegood. | 
Anſw, Yes, caſe, with.a delire:to hurt, 


'VaR. 


| 


p 
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| 
| 


fathers gave you that-ut 
patterns of diſobedience, ye have gone aſtray. -* 


dreti towards Parerits'y '45we Tee, ith tommon'a 
';irr che leaſt off onr infants; (birt 


——_c. 
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_ VnnR.,6,7% } 
For, I ans the Lord, T change not ; therefore” , yee ſons of 
Jacob are ot conſumed ; Even form the days of your 
fathers, yee are gone aWay from mine ordinitces, and have 
ot kept them : Returs unto me, and [ will retwrn'unto 
. 2onr, ſaith the-Lord of Hoſts : butt yee ſaid, whertin ſhatl 


we return * | 


fJ Fre, the true cauſe aſſigned, why they were not con- 


ſumed ; becauſe the Lord is unchangeable : And, | 


that it might not ſeera ſtrange, the Lord ſhoutd, in mercy, 
fo long forbeare them ; he makes it probabte, by promiſing 
a greater bleffing;the farame whereof is this ; that though 
they had gone aſtray ſo long, and were not amended; yer, 
if now at length they would return , the Lord promiſeth, 
to return to them, [ "Ip x 
Parts three, 1, An aggrayation of the peoples fins. 
2. An'invitation torepentance, 3. A promife of a'blel- 


fg ; with aconfirmation of it;ſaith the Lord of Hoſts. 


From days of your Fathers. That is, everfirce your 
cious example, arid becarne 


How prevalent with polterity rhe, example of parents 
is,eſpecially in evill :'I might inftance this, in the State of 
teraboam”; how many hundreds of years did 'idbfarry 
continue in His lineage * And' ſucceeding Kirigs* of his 
Srock, went a whormyg after the calves,ln'Da;and. Fethe!: 


as the leprofieof Gehaz? clave to him, and his poten; 


fo the ſins of Parents,oft-times; to rheic childrex 


fome reaſons of ic,” The T. Is, that proneſs in nature; "£4; 


peariyce” 


imitate examples ither in good i ommon irc chit- 
e(wly; crept, of; of rheit 


them ? 


{tof' onr infants, 'Bir'hiewly: crept, our oft 
cfadle : fptezches, veſtures, &c.” how cot ſexes th-y 
Ls V4: : 
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them ? 2. But ſpecially, this comesto paſs,by a judgment | 
of God upon the children , for the fathers tranſgreſſion, 
threatned in the ſecond commandement , where he ſaith, 
he will yiſit the ſins of the fathers upon the children. - 

If a man demande,how ? © 

Anſw, By withholding his grace from them, - and giving 
them over to imitate their fathers ſins ; and this, how ſec 
we it verified in daily expericace ? Popery, how long con- 
tinues it.in families popiſh! LERLe 

This ſhould admoniſh all thoſe, of us, whom the Lord | 
hath made parents, to take. heed how we forſake the 
wayes of our God, and walk after the ſtabbornneſs of our 
own hearts. | CE tr Eo 4 

Sundry reaſons I might give for this. 1, Examples in 
evill are always prevalent;like leaven, 1 Cor.5.7: how ſoon 
it /eavens the Whole Iumpe, we ſee ; (o ſpreads the infeRion | 
of an evill example. 2. Me-thinks , the very miſery. of 
our children ſhould move us ; God hath made us fathers 
of their bodies, Heb.12.9. And very birth is, in its own 
nature, a blefling ; but yer. if we ſhall bane them by .our 
evill example, better had it been for them,never to be born; 
how diſcomfortable is it to.parents, to ſee the ſhamefull 
ends of their children, asſometimes on the gibbet ? Can 
we grieve at this ? Me-thinks,that other milcry of them, 
their erernall damnation, ſhould move us ; murther of 
bodies odious, much more of ſoules. 

And therefore, beloved, let us all be. exhorted, to take 


heed, how, by a poyſonful: example we corrupt the ſouls| 


of - our children 2, be diligent to.bring up in the diſcipline, 
and information of the Lord ; but. be as careful to-go be- 
fore them, in an holy example of pratice. Wouldeſt thou 
have children reyerently uſe the name of God ? beware 
howthou prophaneRt it,by ungodly ſwearing. Longeſt thou 
to wean them from wantonnefs, and love of pleaſure , 
and wouldelt thou haye them, even in youth, to renounce 


\. 


the vanities of life ?' Redeem thou the time : me-thinks, 
it's 


PM INErEOEY — 


heavy burthens, and not to moye them with the lealt of 
our tingers e 


we bequeath unto them, with our goods , our ſins alſo. 
Riches and poſſeſfions, they deſcend by inheritance, ſins alfo 
are ſometimes hereditary. | 42 
Thirdy, this ſhould be admonition unto children,to for- 
tific themſelves againſt the meats ſo powerful, uſed by Sa- 
tanto pervert them : As much as for thine own, grieve for 


hath left behinde him ſome pledg of Gods diſpleafure, a- 
monglſt his children ; yea though they have ſeen their fa- 


thers, even. in Godly children : And cherefore*this' doe, 
when God gives thee cycs to ſee the fins of thy parents, 


for thy fathers ſins ; See Dan.g. Neh 13.18.” But, 1pc- 
cially, learn to fly from them ; and, for this cauſe, inform 
thy ſelf by the word of God, touching thy. duty; and 


Preſcription in errour is no feaſible plea, in the Court of 
che Lord. What if thon couldeſt ſay,Popery,whordom, 


cthonſand deſcents ?- This may aggravate thy (in, but ſhall 
not excuſe it : And therefore obſerve, every where, how 
the Lord adds this, as the aggravating circumſtance, P/al: 
95-10, Fourty years long Was 1 grieved with this gene- 
ration, and, A&.7.51. Alwayes, je have reffted the Holy- 
Ghoſt; as - 40 ns did, ſo doje. © | | 
And therefore, vain and helliſh is that ſpeech of pro- 
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Secondly, this ſhu'd teach us to repent of ourſins, left | 


thy fathers fins.I never knew an ungracious father, but he | 


thers ſins, and fled from them. I ſpeak'now of temporal | 
plagues, by which ic pleaſeth God to viſit the ſins of fa- | 


and rofly from them, Zzek, 1 8.' Humble thy ſelf, even | 


it's unreaſonable, that parents ſhould ſpend weeks and | 
moneths in pleaſures,and yet expe& reſtraint frompaſtime, | 
at the hands of their children : What i this, but to binde | 


ever ſet thy ſelf theſe botinds,to follow thy father, no far- | 


ther then he follows the Lords commandment ; great is 
| che benefit of ſuch wiſdom. | 


covetouſneſs, &c. had continued, in thy lincage, to a | 
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| from the wrath of the Lord. -- How often hear we thoſe 
ſpeeches from our pzople ? .Thus have I alwayes uſed, and 
my father before me. Now, brethren, put it in ſome 
other caſe, in fins againſt the ſecond table, and ſee how 
odiousa defence this would be; if a man ſhould plead thus, 
4D his whordom: thus my-father hath uſed before me ; if in | 
theft, &c. How ſhould we abhorrhim ? And yet in fins,as 
yainas the excuſe is, muſt go for currant, P/al. 78.8. Be not 


| phane ones amongſt us ; that becauſe they are able to pre-| 
ſcribe wlinning, (therefore procure themſelves: immunity, | 


as your father s,a diſobedient, and rebellious generation; and, 
Pſal.95.9. in tempting God,and hardneſs of heart, Ezek. 


; enongh, that we haye ſpent the former part of our life in 
| yanity; . ignorance), 8c : To: the; diſhonour of : our 
rr ide Jo 2 301 ol 0:2) 5 +: DoaT (15% 
Sins never ſo long continued-ſhut not- out from! metcy; | 
if repentance anfeignedly be performed, Zh,19.42. IF| 
the hadſt known, in this thy day, &e, that is, if after - 
| this.concempt.of my word, all this innocent bload of my 


| Prophets. hed amongſt you; if, inthis day, thou knewolt, 
ard wouldelt embrace the things that: eoncern-thy peace, | 
happy wert thon. A. 17.30. The times of this 3gnorance | 


| | Godregarded not, but nov > admoniſheth every man to re- 
Pent,. . Thereaſon is,, nothing bur the endlels mercy of | 
the Lord, chat knows no. limits.of time, .ſo be. ivrepen-|, 


turn, he ſhall live, Exek.18.&c, 


 doArine ; ſith there is place. 


Cancec 


_—— _ 
iy 


20.48. . Walk not inthe. ordinances of your fathers, to de- | 

| file your ſelves With Idols, and, for ths caule, fee Zech. rx. | 

' 5. Towr fathers, where are they ; and remember what | 

| Pexer ſpeaks, 1. May Tts- enough, if any thing were ; 
p 


tancecan be. performed. IF a man turn, whebſbeverthe|| 


Now, mark the forward uſe, prophane rien makeoof this | 
bf pardon, after ſo loag | 

contipuance -.in, diſobedience ,.. vain: therefore. to ':take || 
thought t60 ſoon; a little in'6ld age, or onthe deathibed, | 
' will ſerve thexurn;; for, Gods mercy never rejedts| repen- | 


| ' } 
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, 


| 


| 
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upon the Prophet Malachy. V+, 6,7- 


tance from pardon, if, at any time, heartily performed, 

Well, beloved, this is true ; Bur, fall we continne in ſin, 
that grace may abound ? God forbid! Rom,6.1. Knowwe, 
therefore, that that God who hath promiſed to give par- 
don, whenſoever repentance is performed, hath ao all- 
wayes given repentance, when ic's ſought for; nay, hath 
threatened todeny repentance to them, that contemaing 
it offered in the means, ,reſpit the day of gheir converſion 
unto God : How how'is E/az for theblefſing.? How 
fain, would he come to heaven? How. bewailes he the 
loſs of Ciods favour with tears > Heb.12.17. and yet,vb- 
fains.t.not ; and, what faith wildom, Puozal,24;a6, 1 
called, you heard not; you ſhallcall, byt ſhall not, he beard, 
you ſhall ſeek ne early, but vat finde mee 3 And therefore, 
mark, what E/ay faith, 1/a,55 6. + Seck the Lord, while 
he may be found, X a 


Ts there any.time, when the Lord will not be found ? | | 


Aznſw..Y e3,no.doubt.; not, but that his mercy is.cycr- 
laſting, but, forchat mencannor ſeek it, when, the time's 
oyer-(lipt, Exer-24 13 4 
7 Hence then, ct us learn, beloved,that perhaps have lived 
long in our ſins, now at the, ngth to ſeek God, if he may 
be found of 1s : And mark, bow lovingly the Lord invies 
us, who have gone altray,&c. along time ; yet return. pato 
mee, and I'will turn ynte-you; asf hehad ſaid, yer at;the 
length return, there is hope of mercy, and forgiveneſs. Be- 
loved, the Lord is the ſame to us, as he was to 1/rae/; and 
1 Rill faith to We .as to them; though ye have long gone 
aſtray, yet, if now at length, we MT pairing there were 
hope ef mercy, and forgivenels.. - . . 

Ft me thus apply.it.to,cvery of us ; and let ys all qhink 
this ſpoken to our. :{clves. : Thop.that art ignorant, and 
lived thus, all thy lifelong ; if now, at.lengrh, thou coul- 
deſt be admoniſhed to.repent, God. regards aot,thy paſt 


ſins, upon perfermance'of preſent repentance ; ſotoall | 


other ſinners ; and mark how;the Lord prateſts, he de- 
Ps | lights 


E < 


— —_ 
= 


«a 


_— 


_Y a _<—— ——— IC 


_— 


On ee Eo 


Obſerv. 4. 


T53 
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lightsnot in our death , why will ye dye, ſaith the Lord ? 
Sce Hoſ.13+9. | 


| - And,ſet not Sathan prevail with thee, ſo far,as to think, 


as the ſaying is, too late now ; for, the promiſe of remiſ- 


| fion is made to repentance, without all limitation of rime, 


perſon, or number of offences : and this be aſſured , out of 
the word of God ; that howſocver there is no ſin ſo light, | 
bur deſerves a thouſand hells ; yet , none deadly, in the 
event, but impenitency ; yea, the very {in againlt the Holy 
Ghoſt were capable of pardon, if capable of repen- 
tance, 

And, if theſe things moye us not , that ſhall we ſay, 
but as the Lord, by his Prophet ; thy deſtrution is from 
thy ſelf, ſalvation of me ; this only be ſure of, that thou 
bring repentance. : What that is, we ſhall ſee anon, if we 
ſhall firit obſerve, the ſtate of man, during impenitency ; 
which is thenext thing, to be confidered in the text. 

The State, and condition of impenitency : its nothing 
elſe, but'a continuall ſtraying from God, as 7ey.2.27, 
T hey have tarued unto we the back, ; therefore, 1 Per. 2. 
wl:r, Weare ſaid, to go aſtray like ſbeep;and the Scripture 
| eyery where calleth it, a wandring from God. 

And, beloved, let this be holden of all men,whoſe hearts 
are not turned, and renewed by the Holy Ghoſt : Let 
their civill honeſty be never ſo great ; their zeal and devo- 
tion never ſo fervent, till the heart be changed, all is but, 
celer curſus extra viam. 
| What learn wehence ? Surely, to take notice of our 

own miſery , whoſe heafts the Lord hath not yet turned 
unto him ; we are as men,in a wilderneſs ; fain,perhaps,we 
would finde the way to heaven bat cannot ; nay, the more 
we {trive, the further,out of the way ; and this is the mi- 
ſery of every impenitent finner,  Then,' bence, learn all 
ſuch, to-pray, with Jeremy, Chap: 31. 18, 19, Convert 
thou us, O Lord, and we ſpall be converted, Lam.'5.2.1. 

Secondly, refuſe not the Lords correRions, but embrace 
| \ | ns _ them 
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them, as the the Lords love-tokens ; think they all cry unto 
thee, ſaying , as, E/i/ha to the Aſſyrians » 2 King.6.19. 

This is not the way -: and look ,' how thou wouldelt 're- 
Joyce, if in a dangerous journey thou ſhouldeſlt have one 
bur to tell thee, thou wert wrong, &c. 3. Becauſe theſe 
are, indeed, but dumbe guides ; learn to depend. on the 
Miniſtery of ti@word : God hath given us all, in our 
places, to be guides, and diretors unto yon; as Parl, Att. 

26.18. God ſends usto open the eyes, that ye may cury 
from darkneſs to light, and from the power of Sathan un- 
to God ; See Adt.3. ult. 

" This ſhould admonith every one of us, to be diligent. in 


admoniticn ; as,/am.5.19,20, Look, what we would do, | 


if we met with a travellour out of the way ; ſo, &c. 


 eſpecially,{trive we to be guides unto them,byour example. 
Heb.12.13. Aake ſtrait ſteps to our feet, leſt that Which- | 


ts halting ' turned out of the Way. 


; The-mture-of repentance : And that is here briefly | 


deſcribed, to. be a retirning unto God ; ſo every:where, 
Hoſ:14-1. Teel.2.13, Aft.26.18.; therefore,,commonly, 


| the working of it, is called converſion ; and men repen- | 
ting,arecalled converts ;- as Nicholas the convert, or pro- | 


ſelyte of: Antioch; - AEAG. q1,2v0! 

Ler us all cry our repentance,; by this ; that we may ſee, 
whether we kave, indeed, repented ; we ſhall know it by 
this, our hearty turning unto God. | 

-Sundty.notes there are of it.- + | ;\. bt 
Firſt, as preparatives,thereare theſe things. I Knov- 


ledg:of ourſins, and of ounerrours ,Zerc3/1 303 The}: 


Lord thus exhorcs the people of 1ſae/ ; thon diſobedicnt 
Iſrael, return, ſatth the Lord, and will not let: my wrath 
fall upon thee ; how may this be performed... ?. Know think 
iniquity;that. thou haſt rebelled againſt cheLord thy God: 
2. A ſeccond preparative, is ſhame, Jer.{118, 1 was atha). be 
med ; Rom.6.21. Whereof ye are noWiaſpnamed. 13-i A 
chird,s, indignation ,.2 Cor.7.11. [/mote' npont9) "_ 
3. 
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Obſerv. 


Ter:31-18.: 4. Enquiry afrer God; See Af.2.37. What 
ſhall we do ? And, A#.16.30, What muſt I ay ? . 5. De- 
precation, Hoſc4.2. Take unto your words,and ſay, receive 
s graciouſly. 6. Thankfulnels, ibid. 7. As a gn of all 
this, holy obedience in all things. | 

The laſt obſervation, is, the benefic of repentance ; 1 
will return unto you. _ 

: Sence : The Lord is ſaid to be with us, when he favours 
us, giving us tetimonics, and pledges of his love ; 1/a.5 4. | 
'7. To go from us, when he removes the (igns of his favour, 
and, to return unto us, when he reſtores vs the comfortable 
pledges of his loving-kindneſs. : Soathar., the meaning is 
this ; return to me, by repeutance, F will return.nnto you ; 
'that 1s, whereas L have now, a long time, withhalden the 
/pledges of my love, andby judgments inflicted, have teſti- 
tied my diſpleaſure again{tyou ; retura to me, I will re- 

ore my bleſſings inward, and-outward. -.. vt 4 
| -" This then the. benckie:.of ropentance ; it-draws down: || 
from! the Lord his bleſſings. in abundance ;-it- turhs away 
hiswrarh, brings us the pledges of his love,and favour. 

| And, let'this teach us: that have loſt any of the pledges 

Gods favour, how we.may xecover them., namely, by: 
nfeigned repentance. Beloved: Chriſt, we have long-|| 
ad the:hLord averſe feom us;as3s apparent by ms | 
ents; which he hath inflihed upon us > he trath withhol- 
en the former, and the lateer rain;{(ceneuscleaneſsof teeth, 
nd ſcarcity of bread ; andiyev , the'Eords wrath-is-not 
eaſed, but his hank is. ſtretohediont feblh T/ai.9.12., Won- 

et we at this i? ;Sutely, the cauſes this; ournot.returning. 
nto the Lord by repentance; would we recover the Lords: 
avour: 2 return-we'thenunto him ; - ler rhe wicked forſake- 
5.0001 wurighteouſneſs , 1/gi.5 57. Prove the Lord with. 
his; if \k6 will. not open/us the windows: of /Heayen, 'apd 
ourdown his bloſſfings, in abundance; 1/as, 14261 - 
"The like- ſay: I' of alf other ptedges of Gods fayour, 


- —_— - 


conf cience, 


eof he hath-deprived us ; health a blefling, peace of | 


FO 


ms. 
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conſcience, comfort in Gods ſervice ; would we recover 
theſe? We have here the mean. And, ſee the cxperi- 
ment of it, in ſundry examples of the Lords dealing with 
his people, P/al.32.5. I ſaid, T7 Will confefs my ſin, and 
thou forgaveſt the pum ſhment of my ſin. 

But, ye ſaid, wherein ſhall we return ? ) Their juſtifica- 
tion of themſelves. Whence we note ; that men deep- 
lyeſt engaged in the guilt of ſin, are hardlyeſt brought to 
acknowledg theirſin : See Luke 16.15. Yow are they, 
that juſtifie your ſelves,but God kaows the heart; and what is 
highly efteemed amongſt men, is abominable in the ſrabe of 
God, Reaſons hereof many ; but, principally, that ve- 
ry cuſtom of ſin, wherein they have long lived, brings 
blindneſs upon the Underſtanding, inſfomuch, that the 
grofleſt ſins ſeem as no ſins, after cuſtom, in them z Ste 
Eccleſ.4.12. They know not, that they do evil. 2. This 
falls by Gods jult judgment, :giving them up to blindneſs, 
as Roms.1. 28. aSoxuds vs 5, 4 minde voide of all judgment; 
ſo that, they ſpeak evil of good, and good of evil, 1/a.s5. 
20. And therefore, be we exhorted,to take heed of that, 
which brings this judgment upon us. 


——_—. —————— 
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6's So 
Will a manrob God? . Tet ye haverobbed mee :* But, ye 
ſay, wherein have we robbed thee * In Tythes, and offe- 
rings : ye are curſed With a curſe, for ye have robbed 


mee, eventhis Whole nation, 


HeTLord inſiſteth in their accuſation,by nentioning a 

new crime ; namcly, facriledg, or ſpoiling of God 
himſelf. Where we note. 1, Thecrime laid to the peo» 
ples charge, ſacriledg. 2, Their apology, or juſtification 
of themſelves. 43. The amplytication of the-ſin ; they 
did,.as none would do ; no' not Idolaters themſelves, 4: 
The proote of it, by inſtance. 1. 7» r19#hs, and offerings. 
X 2 ES - 
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2. By the ſignes, and effefts;; Gods curſe upon them : 
Where is allo the generality of it, in the ſabjet. This 
whole nation. 

Will a man rob Ged? | Care of maintaining Gods 
Obſerv. 1. | worſhip is ingraffed in men, by nature, Will-a man ſpoyl 

his gods ? Though Idolaters err in their apprehenſion, 

| econked they have once conceived a god- head, they are 

careful co maintain his worſhip ; and conſcionably abſtain, 

from purloyning any thing that may thither ſerve. This 

I might ſhew in the very heathen themſelves + How de- 

'voutin dolatry> How liberal in contribution,to main- 

tain their divine worſhip ? See what colt the Zyyprians 

| were at, this way ; what ftore of -crafrs-men maintained, 

| by-Idolatry ? How frets Zahan, when he loſeth his 

gods? So Hicah, Fudg.1;. I might be infinite this 

way : Reaſon is, the fear of natural conſcience this way ; 

which howſoever it erreth in particulars, .jet, for the ge- 

neral, holdes the concluſion, that Cod muſt be worſhip. 

ped : And therefore ſets up a ſtock, and a ſtone, rather 
than it will be, without a ged. 

Then, hence learn,what to judg of an Atheiſt,or a pro- 
phane man ; he is is far worſe than the vileſt Idolater: 
Notes of it are theſe, T1. Such are abominable in life, P/al. 
14.1. 2. Callnot uponthename of the Lord, zb. v. 4. 
3. Light cltecm of the pledges of Gods favour, Hes. 1 2 
15. as amongtt us, of the word of God ; whereas, a 
childe of God, bayes the truth, and ſells it not, Prov.z3, 
2 


Idolaters, ſometimes, (more) conſcionable, to preſerye 
the worſhip of Idols; then ſome, in the Church, of main- 
taining the worſhip of God : See 1/raclites, Exod. 32.3. 
Nothing ſo dear, but they pare with, their very Jewels, 
] and earings,to make a Calfe;yea,children themſelves made 
to paſs through the fire ;and,e{@#, 19, How many crafts- 
men maintained, by that Idol Diana ? Baals Prietis,how 
cut they themſelves with knives, and lancers, 1 King, 18, 
28, 


CnaP.3. upon the Prophet Malachy. Ver, 8,9. | 


28. Compare us with Papilts ſre we it not verified? how 
liberal are they in maintaining :the Idolatry, among them 


praftiſed ? What painsrake they in Pilgrimages > And | 


none appears emipty-handed beforethe 1doll, 


Well, beloved, this ſhall be the juſt condemnation of | 


many in our Church ; that people doting upon Idols, 
ſhould be thus zealous for Idolatry, and we ſo regardleſs 
of the worſhip of God. fee but their Prieſts, how in a 
blinde zeal, they hazard their lives, co make a Proſelyte ; 
ſhall it.not condemn us, that may ſafely labour ſertling in 
cruth, and neglet it2 How careful they, that no con- 
tempt ſhall be ſhewn to their Idols > Yer, we, with pa- 
tience, can endure the horribleſt diſgraces offered ro the 
majcity of God ; they will riſe up in judgment, and con- 
demn us ; ſee CMatth. 12.41. | 

Now, before I come to propound the dodrine, it ſhall 
not be amiſs, a litcle co handle the queſtion, that here 
offers it ſe;if to be diſcuſſed ; leſt we think , this fin con» 
cerns us not. rf 

The queſtion,then, is, whether tenths be, by divine right, 
belonging to the miniſtry of the Goſpel, for their mainte- 
nance ? 77 

eAnſw. herein, let me propound the judgment of ſan- 
dry found Divines, both wayes, and leave it to Gods 
pzovle, to be judged of. Divine right, therefore, is doubly 
under{tood, 1. Either, that it is dire&ly ſo, by expreſs 
and preciſe commandment ; or cle. 2, By conſequent, 
as having ground in the word of God, The diſtin&ion 
is, 1 Cor.7.6. 1, not the Lord; the Lord, notI : I have no | 
commandment, but give advice. | 

Now, this isthe judgment. of ſome ancient, and mo- | 
dern Divines : Thar, by Divine law, the tenths of all 
fruites, both predial, and perſonal, are dueunto miniſters 


of the Goſpel, by thoſe very lawes, that were given con | 


cerning the Levites, Origen, in Num. How, 11. This, 
law of Tythes,he thinks ſhould be obſeryed, according to 
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| ceremonies were in force, before the law of ceremonies 


{ aed'; Ergo, 


| 


the letter. Hierome, upon this place, accords with him. 
Auſtia makes Tythes to miniſters, and tribute to Ceſc , 
of equal right. Divines, of late years, accord with them - 
Zanins 3 Tythes, by all lawes, of God, nature, nations, 
have been hallowed nnto God, Gamlrer. in CMarth.23. 
& Zepper de leg. lib.4.10. are peremptory, this way ; and 
demand, with what reaſons it may be proved, that the Jaw 
was merely ceremonial | 

Hear their reaſons ; becauſe payd before the law, when 
ceremonics were not in force; as by Abraham, to Mel- 
chizedech ; this argument concludes not , for, even ſome 


given in writing ; as ſacrifices, &c. 

Better reaſons are theſe. 

Firſt, that weare not able to ſhew, what was 1n this- 
law ceremonial ; therefore, not ſo to be eſteemed. F 

Secondly, Origen thus. As Gods bleſſings, under the. 
new Teſtament, excced thoſe yvouchſafed unto the Jews ; 
ſo ſhould our maintenance : This proves thus much only, 
that as liberal, if not more, isduec to the miniſters of the 
Goſpel. | 

Thirdly, greateſt reaſon that of 7ains ; that by all 
lawes due ; very light of natnre taught Gentiles to hal- 
low the tench unto God ; whence, may thus be concluded. | 
Thar what, by inſtin of nature, is due, that is perpetual ; 
for, this 1s one rule, to diſcern judicial lawes of common 
equity, from thoſe of cquity particular ; namely, if they 
be univerſally received by all nations ; and accord with the 
word of God : bur thus; it's apparent, that in all agesof 
heathen, they were due. + : 

Fourthly, 44 ab/#rdo, it ſeems not likely, that the Lord 
providing ſo liberally for maintenance of Levites ; would 
leave all uncertain to the devotion of the people, under 
thenew, Teſtament ; but other certainty, is not determi- 


Theſe reaſons are ſomething urgent : And, I muſt needs 
| profes} 
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profes, to ſee no certainty of anf wer = them. 
A ſecond opinion is, of them, that hold rhem to be due, 
by conſequent, from the law of God ; thoygh no dire& 


j of the Magiſtrate, ro whom they imagine the Lord to 
have left de:crmining of particulars, only with this gene- 
rall ; foirbe competent.” 2. By vertue of conſecration 


| And thus they think them due unto us '; fo that he 
ſhall be guilty of ſacriledg , that wirhhotds; or alienates 
them ; Gal.3.15. A (mans) teſtament no man abro- 
things; and after the vow, ta enquire. 


paid, or exacted ; in ag much,ayit was a part of ceremoni- 
all law ; and, for this cauſe, amongſt others , abandon ſo- 


FR our Miniſters, by-tenths - Thefe need rather 
| pity, in reſpe&t of their zeal 


vines ; that judicialt lawes,eſpecially, whe there appeares 
not-ſome cvident cauſe why they ſhoult concerne only! 
#overned,that come neareſt that plat-forme, 

| feſſing only an-inclination this way ; that they are due,by 
\divine right; for'fome reaſons before fpecified, 

 *: To kavetheſeſ” Uncertaintics :-] See* what the Scrip- 


niſtery. ' 


law given concerning them. As, 1. From the command | 
that way, either by vow, or other 'wholeſome ordinance :.| 


| gates ; Prov.20.25. Its a deſtruttion, to devoure Holy | 


 ciety with our Charch, becatiſe, as they ſay , we judaize ih | 
| ; then confutation of their | 
judgment : It beinga principleholden , amongſt all Di., | 
the-State of the-7ewes, may jiiſtly berevived' in Chriſtian | 
Common: wealths:; nay, that Common-wealths are beſt | | 


What my jadginent is, I will forbear to propoſe ; pro- | 


WW ———— 


ture (certainly) teacheth;touching maintenance of the Mi. | 


wt 
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Athird ſort think them utterly unlawful, to be cither 5 


Firſt of all, that there is maintenance due unto 


them, for thei-work ſake; 17 Cor.9. 1, From commot |: 
equity, ver/77, ' 2, Prom yoice of the Law; the oxe- not | 
muzled, ver.,9. 7. Spirituall things are miniſtred, there: || 


fore, temporall things may be reaped. 4; Apars, they | 
| that 1 
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 Chriſts, God hath ordained, &c. ver/c14: . | - 
' ©, 24, That this mult be a liberall maintenance, 1 Tim.s. 


' this the word teacheth morally ; that magiſtrates are to be 
obeyed, in things lawfull, for conſcience ſake, Rons.13:5., 
' 3+» That things conſecrated unto Gods ſervice, may not 


| Tythes (of England)are due by Gods Law,to the mainte.. | 


| ſed pratice : And, what  maintenanceis.this, Aficah's | 
| allowance? [uds.17. - A, Livery dyct,; and ten ſhekells of 


that ſerve atthe-Alcar , live by the Altar. 5. A /anltione 


17418. double honour. ; Gal.6.6, Made partaker of all 
his goods; 1 7599.3.2- How, elle, given to hoſpitality ? 
duc from all that, partake in benefic of inftruftion ; Again, 


be alienated to other uſes,out of caſe of neceflity, Prov.20, 
25. Gal.3.15. | | 
Out of all which, T think this concluſion ariſeth ; that 


nance of the Miniſtery ; if not direfly , yet, by conſe- 
quent ; if not, in ſpecie, yet in the equivalent : Whence, 
this concluſion will ſoundly follow ; that, to detain any 
thing belonging to maintenance of the- Minjſtery, is Sa- 
criledg ; let- it be coloured with neyer'ſo goedly pre- 
tences. | | 

Now , beloyed , where ſhould I begin to reprove ? 
Firſt, thoſe ingrofſers of Miniſters maintenance, by im- 
| propriations ; 8c. I ſtand not now to diſpute the queſti- 
on ; this only know , things once conſecrated, are.the | 
| Lords, Levit.27,30,31. and may not,for ever; be aliena- 
'ted. 2. This holden by all Divines ; that fo to alienate,as 
that there be not a liberall maintenance for the Miniſter , 
for all works of. his calling, 1s generally hoſden an accur- | 


ſilver ; ſurely , the platform I. chink was firſt taken from | 
that Idolater - But, beloved, let ſuch men conſider, how 


many ſouls periſh , for lack of. Miniſters- :' I know what 
they ſay , blame the law-z Be not deceived , God is not : 
mocked. Gal.6-7.. There is a law of equity ſhould guide 
every chriitian, and they ſhould be laws-unto themſelves. | 


O06, Miniſters covetous. 
x eAnſW. 


— _J 
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| " Anſw. So, indeed, they ſa 
. So, y, Who are deeplyeit cogaged 

this way ; but, it will be hard, to prove, that deſire of a 
competency ,comes under the cenſure of covetouſneſs. 

Secondly, guilty of this fin alſo, are all thoſe that detain 
any thing due, from the maintenance of the worſhip of 
God : I know it will be ſaid, IT am now in my own har- 
velt, But, ith it pleaſeth God, to give ſo juſt occaſion ; 
judg, I pray you, in charity ; that I preach of conſcience, 
not of commodity, _ | 

And, this let me ſay, from my own, and other mens cx- 
perience ; men molt. liberall ro other profane uſes, think 
any thing too much, that is given to the MiniNery, 

What ſhould bo the cauſe of it > - Surely. 1. That 
root of all evill, covetouſneſs. 2, Lack of feeling ſweet- 
neſs, and comfort, by the Miniſtery ; ſurely, if Spiritual 


| things were reaped, temporall things would flow, of own 


accord, But , to what cauſe ſhould we impute the ſcant- 


| handednefs of men profeſling of. Religion, and the fear 


of (od ; that they, notwithitanding, ſhould ſo niggardly 
contribnte ; and paying never ſo lirtle, look for a cap, and. 
courteſie from the Miniſter ? 

Let me add ſome Reaſons, for exhortation. , 1, Its an 


taſted ſweetneſsin the word, and are, indeed, partakers of 
ſpirituall things. 3. Conſider but the example of very 
Idolaters,this way ; as of papilts, at this day : and, let it 
ſhame us Chriſtians, 4. Detaining brings Gods curſe, 
Prov.20-25.5- Mark , what the Lord here ſpeaks, it 
brings down ſcarcity, and famine upon the land, 

Te are curſed with a curſe] The puniſhmene ; the ge- 
nerallity of it ; obſtinacy of the Jews, notwithſtanding 
thus afflicted. ey 

Common fins, draw down common, judgments z All 
partake in ſip, all cherfore in puniſhment. Hence, that 


. F | 


exhortation, Rev. 1g. 4. Go ont, leſt thou partake of her, 
BY ” q 4 


plagnes, 
# 4 Y | 'Wha 


*% Pd 


honouring of God, Prov. 3.9. 2. It argues,that we have | 


| 


16r 


Obſerv. 
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| FED" | TER PIEK: vs on 
Bring ye all the Tythes into the ffore-houſe, that there may 


Cnav.3./A4 Commentary with Notes, Ver. 10,1112, 


What doththis teach tis ? but #s Solomon faith; Prov, 
10. If ſinners entice vs;* not to conſent unto them. 

pſt What is then to be done ? Muſt ' we leave the 
world: » 


eAyſw. There may be a juſt dwelling among finners, 
and wicked men, 1. If there be monrning for their ſins, 
Ezek.9.4. 2 Pert.3.8. 2, 1f wepartake not with them, 


—_ 
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VEeR. 10. 


be meat in mt honſe ; and prove me now herewith, faith 
rhe Lord of Hoſtes, if I will tht open you the 'windowes of 
Heavy, and pour you ont' a bleſſing, that there ſhall nor 


be room enough to receive it, &c. 


I 
- 
' ne 
en OO et 
ee 
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promiſed. 2. Means of their penury remoyed, 3. That 


all nations ſhall call you bleſſed. | 
For the duty, ſee we, 1x. What it is, 2, Form of 


it, 

Bring ye all my Tythes] For this was the ordinance of 
God, partly, to free the Levites from diſtraRtions ; and 
partly, to prove the fidelity, and willingneſs of the people, 
this way, that they ſhould bring the Tythes to the place 
appointed ; a ſtore-houſe provided for that parpoſe, Dewr. 
I4.28,29. | ; 

Whereas the Lord propotnds this mean to remove his 
wrath; we may obſerve, what courſe totake, when Gods 
band is upon us; namely, to give our ſelves to pratice of 
thoſe dutics, for omiffion whereof, Gods wrath is come 
out againſt us : and this propounded,- 1/a. 1. 26. So, in 
| Aofes, Exod.q. 1/a.9.12,13. 

Reaſon is, becauſe that cauſe remaining, the effe mult 
needs Ray upon us : The Lords wrath is compared to a 
fire, 1/a-10.17.. Wicked men, they are as the fewel; im- 
penitency as the bellows, that blow it, till ic have utterly 
conſumed. 

This then Jet us do, when as we ſee the tokens of Gods 
wrath gone out againſt us; every one,as Jeremy, Lam.3. 
48. Search and try his wayes, andtwrn wnto the Lord. Be- 
loved, we have feen, and do ſee the infallible evidences of 
Gods wrath upon us ; and juſt cauſe havo weto fear, leſt 
greater plagucs, than theſe, hang over our heads. Surely, 
as many evidences of it we ſee ſtill before our eyes, as any 
nation ; how the Lord hath gathered his Saints from evil 
to come, 7/a.57.1. Hew {tubbornly, and ſecurely, we 
walk {till cowards our God, who ſecth not ? Beloved, theſe 
are the fore-runners of ſome heavy judgment. Would 
we prevent it ? Remove the cauſe of it, that js, every man 
his own fins : What duties we have been ſlack in, let ns 
learn, now, zealouſly to practiſe. And, to ſee-the behavi- 
our of our, people, in all theſe judgments, it's {ixange. Some 
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| Oaths,drunkenneſs, abuſing Gods graces to wantonneſs, 
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Ca — ————— 


little wonderment we can make, how it ſhould come to 
paſs, that the Lord ſhould'be thug incenſed againſt us ; ne- 
yer free from one judgment, or another; One while 
ſword ; another while, peſiilence z another while,famine; 
and one blames this cauſe , agother that : Poor, they cry 
out, it comes from wealthy , and their hearts are hard : 
Rich blame the poor, and its.a plague forthem ; few or 
none,enters into his heart,to ſay,What have I done, that all 


would not flatter our ſelves, how many cauſes of theſe, 
and far greater judgments, ſhould we find in our ſelves ?| 


| contempt of the word,&c.” And, L wiſh there were ſuch 
hearts in us, thiistodo ; how' ſhould we finde the Lord 
true in the proof , to remove his judgments, and wrath 
from us ! and, till this be done, never look we for peace, 
Levit.26.21, &C. 2 King.19.22. | 

Again, note here , how the Lord would have us bchaye 


ſhip of God : Bring all, &c. Two things he commende 
unto us. I. Voluntarines. 2. Faithfulnels. DRE 

Bring] Even withour craving : All] nothing detained: 
When the tabernacle was to be erected, mark, what 
charge the Lord gives touching it ; and what manner of 
offerers thereto he required, Exod.25.2. of every man, 
whoſe heart giveth it freely ; and, 35.5,21,22. the-r{ pra- 
&ice followed, in both kinds, Exod.36.5,6. So plentifull, 


31-5,6. Herein, efpecially, that hath place ; The Lor 
leves a chearfull, and liberall giver z 2 Cor..g 7. 

But, ah brethren, what times are we fallen into, nnder 
the Goſpall ! As an eminent Divine hath well obſerved , 
our bleſſings are more, in the meanes of ſalvation ,-reve- 
lation, clearneſs, burthen leſs ; &c. And yer, how unwil- 
lingly comer;evena little to the painfulleſt Miniſter ? And 


thoſe, that upon a kinde of conſcience, pay other duties, 
Es think 


this wrath-is come upon 'me ? 7er,8.6. Whereas, if we| 


that they were fain to reſtrain bringing ; Scealſo 2 Ln 


our ſelves, in thoſe things, that ferye to maintain the wor-f. 


| 
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think all loſt, that goes to the maintenance of the Mini- 
{tery; and that with ſuch repining, as if that were money, 
of all other, worſt beſtowed : And fecondly,ſcant-han - 
dedneſs, this way, how is it ſeen in the belt ? that we need 
not wonder at it, in thoſe, that never taſted the ſweetneſs 
of the word of God : at thebuilding of the tabernacle, 
they were fain to proclaim a /#fficet ; and-2 Chro.31. 5,6: 
They brought it in by heapes, when Hezeksa'hs comman- 
dement went forth : Bur, I conclude this point, with the 
ſaying of the Apoſtle, Gal.6.8. He ti at ſoweth to the 
fleſh, ſhall of the fleſh reape corruption ; he that ſoweth to the 
Spirit, ſhall of the Spirit reape life everlaſting. 

Follows now the reaſon, Gods promiſe ; which is'not 
barely propounded,but in a Rhetoricall permiſſion : Prove 
me now with this; as if he had ſaid, many means you have 
aſſayed, to remove my judgments, and to ſupply your pe- 
nury , and all to no purpoſe ; and, it may be, you think, 
2vefling by ſecond apparent cauſes, that this is impoſlible, 

at leaſt unlikely ; well, prove me with this ; &c. make 
tryall of this one meanes, for recovery of my favour, 

Two things. 1. What the Lord permits to his people; 
prove.me, 2. Wherein, or how they ſhould take cxperi- 
ment of him, E | 
 Proveme] Make but a tryall, and-if the event anſwer 
not, then ſay, I have forgotten my truth : This kindeof 
ſpeech is not frequent in Scripture ; ſome thing like it , is 
that of David, P/al.34.8. Where, having ſet out the 
notable, and to wicked men incredible priviledges of the 
Children of God, at length, he thus ſpeaks ; raſ# and/ce 
how gracious the Lord is, and you ſhall finde it true, that 

| bleſſed is the man, that truſteth in him.” 

And, beloved, if thoſe wretches, that make a mock at 
the counſell of the poor , becauſe God is his hope; and 
cannot be perſwaded of the ſweetneſs, that is in religion, 
would but make triall a little s if they would but make 


proof, how comfortable -the ſervice of God is, how 
Tx EE happy 
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bappy were they ! David, Pſal.4.7. Speaking of = 


| chen they had, ot could haye, i» the encreaſe of thetr corn, 
| ine, andoyle.; And, if thoſe fluggardiſh fooles amongſt 


| would come of it ; it was fullof worms, and {tank. 


4 


joy the wicked had in earthly things, profeſſed ; that he 
found far morecomfort and joy, in the ſervice of God, 


| us, that havea price put into theirhands to get wiſdome, 
but have no heart, would conſider this_! They think it 6s 
too late to learn; their wits, and memories, are grown 
dull : Oh yet,do but prove the Lord ; wait at the poſts 
of his doors, hear, read, confer, pray God, prove him a 
{ little ; hehath promiſed, that they that ſeek wiſdome ſorall 
| finde, Prov.2.4. Prove him, and "i , whether thou finde 
him not full as good as his promiſe. 

There is an unlawful, and damnable proving, and try- 
ing of the Lord ; wecall ic commonly , tempting God. 
It is, when men preſumptuouſly make needleſs experiments | 
of the truth of God, eſpecially in his threatnings. The | 
Lord hath given charge unto the people of 1/rae/ , that | 
they ſhould, on the eyening of the Sabbath, provide for | 


| chat might ſaffice, on the Sabbath ; and told them , thar | 


on the Sabbath, chey ſhould finde-none ; notwithſtan- 
ding, there went out ſome, Exod.16.27, To gather on 
the Sabbath day: they would try, whether the Lord would | 
be as good, ashis word, So likewiſe, a charge-he gave, 
that if the manna they gathered for every daies proviſion, 
they ſhould keep none, till the morning ; yet, were there 
ſome,that would needs reſerve, for experiment,to ſee what 


Hehad likewiſe given ri charge unto the people , that 
they ſhould take heed of doing any thing,prefumptuouſly, 
againſt the Lord ; and told them, they ſhovld dye ; there 
gocth out one , notwithſtanding, N4m.15. To gather 
{ticks : he would try what the Lord would do to him ; and 
the Lord cauſed him to be ſtoned, .- | 
Agd, of this kinde of preſumptuous proving the Lord, 
the world is full. The Lord hath threatened to him that| 
| encreaſeth | 
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encreaſeth his riches by ufury, and unjuſt gain, that he ſhall 
lay tp for another - yet, mark, notwithſtanding this be 
exemplyfied till, in the courſe of Gods providence, they 
will prove the Lord; and they will ſee, whether goods ſo 
2otren may not be permanent. So likewiſe, that the compa- 
nion of Drunkards ſhall be cloathed with raggs,how often 
ſee we it exemplytied ? and yet,how many are there, that 
| preſumptuouſly will herein prove the Lord ! The Lord 
hath targht us, that theordinaty means to come byfairh, 
is, by the word of God; and that prayers are all curſed, 
and abominable, when that-is deſpiſed, Prov.28. 9. Yet 
mark, how many,preſiimptuoufly,make trial of the Lord; 
atid they, forſooth, wil ſe, whettier, by dther -tneans, they 
cannot be ſived,. He haththreathgd;thar he that deferrs 
repentance, when'it's offered, ſhaſl 'ieyer cotne'to repen- 


with prove the Lord! they willpnt-it to the trix), and ſec 
whether repetitance may rot eone;on the deith;bed. Be- 
foved,this 15 a fearfatprovoking ſin ; 'and they, that thus 
| prove him, (hall finde him, inthe proofe, a 'terrible God! 
mw__m_ | | 
What then is this proof of the Lord, herepermitted nmto 
. | the people of God ? It 15s,whena man, in faith of Gods 
{ promiſe, ufeth thoſe means 'preſcribed for his comfort, 
>! Mb by hope , the performance of 'what is pro- 
miſed. | 
And it hath in it, three things. 1, A promiſe of God, 
to reſt on. 2. Walking in the wayes, that God hath 
| preſcribed. 3. ExpeRation of performance, in-uſe of the 
means. 'Or, briefly thus ; when'a man uſing the means 
preſcribed, waits for the performance of what is ptomiſed: 


q 


tance, Ezek,24.13. Yet, how many be there, that here- | 


b 


as; in this place, here is. 'r. Promiſe of ptenty. 2. The 
| means, repentance. - 3, Faith, in -aſe*of the-means pre- 
\ ſcribed, ' | THE J " 

Now, when a man fails.tn any of theſe, he proves God, 


FO III proving is' tempting : As/for example, 


when | 


167 


———— 


3 "__—- COS 


ellis A 


"770 


Iſ/e. 


Caar.z.A Commentary,with notes,Ver.10,11,12. 


when 2 man throwes himſelf into an unneceſſary danger, 
he hath no promiſe of proteftion ; as the devil tempted 
Chriſtto do, CMarth.4.6. He may make experiment of 
Gods truth, ſo doing; but indeed, is a tempter of God. So 
| likewiſe, when a man having holy means preſcribed, neg- 
| leAs to uſe them ; as, having meat, looks to be fed, as E- 
lias was, by Angels, that he may prove God ; this alſo is 
tempting of God. 
Sce we the means, with this, now preſcribed ; the obſer- 
vation will be. 
A man, that would have a comfortable experience of 


| Gods truth in his promiſes, muſt rye himſelf preciſely to 


thoſe means, that the Lord preſcribes, A#.27. 31. The 
Apoſtle had received a promiſe from God,: for preſervati- 
on of him, and his company, in the ſhipwrack ; they ſce- 
ing the ſhip like to break, begin by means (not preſcribed) 
to provide for themſelves ; but the Apoſtle tels them, 
that unleſs they tarry in the ſhip, they cannot be ſafe. 
And, let it teach us, towalkin Gods high-way, if we 
look for comfortable deliverance, out of any troubles. 


how many both in temporal, and ſpiritual things, there be, 


ſeek ; at leaſt, negle& uſe of means, by God preſcribed, 

and vouchfafed unto them, - | t 
Secondly, ſuch, as in dangers, and extremities, betake 

themſelves to means of their own, that have no warrant 


from God. As, how many in theſe dayes of ſcarcity, to 

Pitering , and ſtealing, prophanation of the Lords Sab- 
ath 8c. Though the Lord ? hath often proteſted, that 

obedience is the bel means of preſervation, Demt.28- 

If I wil not open the Windowes of Heaven | Sec Gen. 7. 
IT: 2 King.7.2, Meaning, that the Lord would give 
_ plentiful means, and a plentiful bleſſing with , 
them. | 


It 


Reproved thoſe that negle& the means youchſafed;as, 


that fain would be ſaved ; but means of their own they , 


Where, note the power of repentance, how prevalent | 
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itis with God, to draw down his bleſſings upon us : it 
rurns the greateſt penury into abundance, See this, firſt, 
in feigned repentance, by e-Lzab : it reſpits Gods venpe. 
| ance, —_— counterfeit, 1 King. 21. wit, In Ns- 
neveh, Who knows, ſaith the King, whether the Lord 
wilt repent of the evil, and return, and leave a bleſſing 
behinde him ? See Foy. 3.10, Sec P/al.1c6. in the exam" 
ple of the'1/raelires, 

Beloved, let us prove God with this. It hath pleaſed 
| God, a long time, to follow us with his judgments, in 
this Kingdom ; as, e Amos 4. And what marvel? 7/a. 
9.12,13. If the Lords wrath be not ceaſed, | but his 
hand ſtretched our ftill ; ſeth the people turneth not ts him 
that ſmites them , nor ſeek the Lerd of Hoſtes, © 

Now, beloved, that we could be perſwaded, by repen.- 
tance, toſcek the Lord, and would prove him, a whiles, 
with-this,”- as we have provoked him by our.ſins ;'' ſo, we 
would prove him, a lictle, with repentance; how eaſily 
could the Lord turn our penury , -into abundance'? Tt 
was a- prophane ſpecch of the Prince, 2 King. 7, 2, 


thing could not 'come to paſs. And, as PR__ 1s the 
thought of our people ; becauſe, perhaps;we lee no means: 


are the hearts of men ? How moved he the hearts of the 
people, that led 7ae/captive, to'pity then ?' © P/a/.106, | 
46. Sce Gods fayourto 1/7ael, in the eyes of the Epyp- 
tians , that before had oppreſſed them ; neither is his 
hand ſhortened, Prove the Lord with this, | 

Obſerve again, ſecondly , how plenty, and fcarcity, 
are all the works of God ; be the means what they will: 
as ſcripture abundantly evidenceth. He tarneth the rock 
into a ſpring ; he makgth a fruitfull land barren z he 
| maketh the carth iron, and the Heavens braſs. Apain, he 
| Foperisthe windows of Heaven ; he brought praſs-hop- 


T hough the Lord ſhould open the windowes of Heaven, this | 


menshearts (we ſay ) are hardend, &e. But,in whoſe hand |. 


Uſe. 


Obſerv. 


pers upon ZEgype ; he calls for a winde, and ſweeps all 
% - Z, | 


——Cuc@bw 
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away. He ſends the Canker-worm, and graſs-hopper, to 
devour, as his inſtruments, to be avenged of our fins ; 
it's he that rebukes them, &c. Amos 3.6. No evil, to 


| wit, of puniſhment, but the Lord doth it, 


Now, this ſerves for the reproof of thoſe Naturalliſts, 
who aſcribe all things to Nature, and never look up-to the 


| God of Nature, whoſe will theſe ſecond: cauſes fullfil, 


and accompliſh ; dearth, and plenty, wich them, all come 
from Nature ; drought; and immoderate rain; but, who 
ſends the drought ? who:rain> Ts it not the Lord ? 
Elias prayes for drought, it's given; prayes for rain, it's 
given/alſo, /am..5-17,18. So, tatheſe imandations of late, 


| the windes obſerved, bur God not ſeen in rhem.; though, 
'| as David ſaith, he brings che windes out -of his trea- 


lures. ' | T7 TE 
Well, beloved, let us learn to fear the rod, and him 


| that. ſites, Afic6.8., Surely, of all theſe means -we 


may ſay, as Els of the ſtillyoyce; the, (Lord) them, 


tn K3n9.19.18. 


And, what elſc, ſhould bethe reaſon, that the fame 


| couſes have nor-allwayes ahe fame effects, but that the 


firſticanſe tempers, abd \ ovar-rules them > 'Nature ever 


; | works: conſtantly:, and to-the . utmoſt of ther ;power. 
' ||Natviral factlties arc applycd,/ and bropght ro-aftion, by 
| the power of Got. And therfore take-we-the Prophets 
' [advice, Hoſi6.r. as the Lord-hath ſmicten'us; ſo-to 
{him Jet us return , it's he alone, that can heal us,. 


— 


= 


VER. Iq. 
Ant 1 will rebuke the devourgr for your ſakes, 
oc. 


N Ote wehere, by how many mean inſtruments God 

can take venzeance of his pcople ; caterpillars ,and 
| eankerworms,creatures of no great power ; yet fee, how 
| the Lord by them, can avenge him of his people+4- How 


{ dealt the Lord with the Zgyprians,by graſchoppers, froggs, 2 


[ lice, flyes, haile, &c. k 

| And, [ct us learn hence, totake heed , how we provoke 
| theeyesof the Lords glory,; ſeeing by the meanclt of his 
creatures, he can thus be avenged of us : thou that boaſt- 
eft of ſtrength of body , and promiſeſt to or ſelf lon 
life ; hew ſoon can the meaneſt and vilclt ſpider, ki 
thee 2? &eE. | 


tht ts — 


_m— 


VER. 13,14,15. | 
Your words have been ſtont againſt me , ſaith the Lord : 
J yee ſay , What have We ſpoken ſo much againſt thee ? 
ee have ſaid, it is vain to ſerve God, &t, 


He crime laid to theircharge,, ſtout words againſt 
God : In them conſider the blaſphemics thernſelves. 


whereby they prove it. 1, From their own ex 
what profit have we hid ? The interrogation denies; that | 
is, noneat all. 2. From the preſent proſperity of the 
wicked ; they are exalted, and delivered, 


s 2 
Mark here, how one fin draws in another, till man 


Cnar. 3.4909 the Prophes Malachy. V zn.13,14.i5, 


x. Vain to ſerve God. 2, Proud bleffed. Arguments, | : 
ence, | 


come to extremity of profaneſs;even to blaſphemy of the | 
name of God.,and toutter rehouncing of his ſeryice, This | 


| Ob/erv. 


mighr be inftanced, in ſun articulars : ads har- | 
| 'Z mg . [ boured # 


"On ——_— 


Obſerv. 


prangny nee , Dog 
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| Caar. 3.4 Commentary,with notes, VER:13.,14,15. | 


boured covetouſneſs ; what villany brought that him un- 
to ? eyento betray innocent blood. | 

The reaſon whereof is this z Gods judgment upon 
chem ; giving theraup to hardneſs of heart, Rowa.1.28. 
Which alſo we ſee verifyed, in common experience, 

Let it admoniſh ns, to take heed how we harbour any 
| one fin in our hearts, yea cven the lealt impenitency :. Sins 
are linked together in a chain ; no one enters but, it draws 
its fellows after it , and enclines to the greateſt enormi- 
ties + Yet, its ſtrange to ſee how many throw off this 
admonition, as needlefs,in reſpeRt of grols (ins; as Hazael, 
2 King.8.12,13, When, El/ifpa tells him, with what 
cruelty. he ſhould uſe the people of God, ; what, js thy 
ſeryant a dogg, that I ſhould do this thing; ? ſo;many of 
us 2: But, conſider we. 1. How ſtrongly we are enclined 
to every fin, by nature ; not blaſphemy, not murther, not 
Atheiſme excepted : that any of us are not as vile , as the 
vileſt Artheilt, it proceeds from Gods grace reſtraining ns. 
2. That wehave no other bridle, but the grace of God, 
Gen.20.6, I kept thee « and, longer then this Divine bri- 
dle curbs us, no hope of ſtay ; man, faith ob, is,in his 
nature, born as the wilde afles colt in the wilderneſs; he 
| drinks iniquity like' water ; when that bridle is gone,whi- 
ther run we not -?- even to choſe ſins, that natureteacherh, 
to be abominable. 3, Conſider, into whoſe power we 
come, . when the Lord gives us oyer, even to the power of 
Sathan, Eph.3.2,3, that works im the children of diſobeds- 
| ence. ; he mult needs go, we ſay in the proverb, whom the 

divell drives. 4. How ſins themſelves fret like cankers, 
2 Tim.2.17. and encreaſe ſtill to more ungodlineſe ; 
evill men, and deceivers,grow worſt and worſe, 2 Tim.3.13. 
| Pray we, therefore, to God continually, to put his fear 
into. our hearts, that we may never depart away from him, 
Ter-32.40. And, if any of us have fallen, make haſte to 
riſe, not by coloured, but by hearty repentance. Adul-/ 
=_y drew David to murther ; if David, what ſtay have 
weof our ſelyes ? | | Tet 
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Let us next conſider thewords themſelves ; its watn to 


ſerve God ] See the like profane ſpeech of - Atheiſts, 706. 
21.15, | Nor may we much -marvail at;this, in profane 
men 3 for, itsthar, that hath aſſaulred the dear ſervants 
of God ; David confelleth ſo much of himſelf, P/al.73. 
I 3,14. 
What are the meanes, whereby the devill infinuates this 
thought /into; our-hearts;? - 1, It is the preſent. afflicted 
State of Gods children, betwixt whom, and wicked men, 
we can fee no difference#, inexternall things ; nay rather, 
weſce affliction the portion of Gods (children ; outward 
proſperity. granted to theungodly:, . 2. Another caylſe. is, 
that we walk by ſence, and not (as we ought) by faith, 
2.Cor.5.7: 'And becauſe, we ſenſjbly; fexl nor Gods love, 
therefore think, he is not gracious unto us, nor regards us; 
and, how many times, xponthis ground, look-we back to 
Egypt. ? 3. Too much admiring the things of this life : 
Theigariſhneſs of, honour, and. wealth, and pleaſures, it ſo 
dazels duricyes'., that we think chem, the only happy men, 
that enjoy them ; our ſelves miſerable for nothing elle, but 
for that we want them. | 4 
Ler us then (ce a little what profit there is in religion, 
and the ſervice of God, heartily performed3  2., How 
we may arme our ſelves, againſt this temptation. 
See we, then, the benefit of theſerviceof God : this is 
of two forts: 1. The one ſeen and felt, in this life, 
2+ The other, in another life; 1 7592.4.8. The benefits 
of this life are , cicher outward, or inward ; Outward 
fo free, and warrantable uſe of all the creatures of God, 
1:Cor:3.21. And, what a benefit is this 2 We uſe to ſay 
of our own ; though bur licele, yer, its mine own, and 1 
may comfortably enjoy it ;not fo the caſe of wicked men. 
2. Aſccondbenefir, is, proteQion in common calamities, 
See P/al.37. & 91.: And, howſoever it; pleaſe God to 
ehaſtiſe particular diſobedience, to take them away , ſome- 
times, with others ; yet then failcs he not of his promiſe, 
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but turns into better. 3. Athird benefit is peace, Gal.6. 
16. And that. 'v. With God, Rom.5.r. | Thus they 


loves them, and.is favourable anto them. * 2. Peace with 
themſelves, intheir own conſcience ; that, whereas the 
wicked and ungodly, arealwaies,as the raging ſea, 1/as. 57, 
alt, and no peace untothem '; Godschildren have peace 
in their-confcience; 31 Peace with all ercatures;in Heaven, 
and Earth ; the very Angels wait on ther, Heb.1. lc. 
Devils themſelves cannot hare them. - 4. Add unto theſe 
that which, indeed, is the true riches, Lam.2.5. & Luk. 12. 
Plenty of knowledg ; eontentment in all States, 1 75m. 
6,8. | | ! 67% þ Le 6 . | 
' Now ; beloved, if a manhould eonfider theſe unſpeak- 
able joyes, that God hath provided for his children ; who | 
can fay, that it is in'vain toſerve the Lord #: 1s it nothing, 
that a man hath right to all creatures ? Nothing , tobe 
preſerved in common calamities ?'' Nothing, 'tohave 
Gods favour, peace of conſcience,  whith wicked theni- 
felves would; ſometimes, redeem with all the world ? 
Nothing , that God hath called us to a lively hope, to:an 
inheritance immortal 2 1 Per.1 4. Let. them fo ſpeak, 
that haveno taſte of theſe things; Gods children are other- 
wiſe. minded. - LET & 55 
Now fee among our ſelves, againſt theſe temptations;as 
1..afflictions. | | 

eAnſw. Mark firſt, their benctir preſent ; how do-they, 
being fandified, purge, and ſubdue corruption / 2. They 
give us plentiful experience of Gods favour," Row... 2 
Cor.t2. 3}. That incomparable crownof glety, 2 Cor. 
4.17. See Moſes, Heb.1 1.25, Ts 
' 06: This wealwayes ſee not. ; 

Anſfvv, Walk by fatth, not by feeling. God ſometimes 
ſcenis to hide himſeff from us, (fee 70b-13. ) and that for 
out good ; 'for, hereby he magnifies faith, and 'reurnsto 
as with new favonts.' © 


2+ Glory of richcs. | Anſwv. 


1 


Errors piano mgn 


BE 


Anſw. See but the:r vanity ;- how little: avaibthey, in 
the day of Gods wrath | Prow.11.2. and, withal, con- 
ſider, how to the wicked, they become occaſions of many 
foul:ſfins, and ſo of heavier condemnation ; bringing 
with thcm alſo, in the mean time, much diſquietneſs;; 
riches being often reſerved for the hart of the owners, 

3. We have deſerved berter.,-: | 

Anſe. Conlider what we havedelerted, indaed, and | 
we-chall fee; it's:not ,the : leaſt mercy; : bur the heavieſt | 
wrath -:: And, -eyen in the beſt ſervice, therois ſome-tm- | 
perfection, &c. Arid thus may we armour felyes, againit' 
chis temptutieig 2 1 i Oath nylon vit. three, | 

#hitiprofiel} Mack: hero: tho) nature:of 2:carnalwan; | 
he meaſures religion, by ! his btily:;} and; iprofic; is the line, 
that hewalksby ; and:that-is thobeſt religion withthem, 
that brings groatefbadyantage! in: the: things: of this life: 
See T05:21.; 152: Ter 4417;11 8:1: Tien, 6.5.  Thereaſon 
whereof ;is, nothing, bur earthly-mindedneſs,,Phrle.g:19. 
T heir belly (65: their God , they:ammadereaithbly\tbings. 

Let 'me apply it ro: the times -: And-tet ws: but hea 


|-che common cenſure, \that. worldlings\ pals of rdigion: ! 
Look, ſay they, and ſee what kinde of men they are;thar | 
art the forwardelſtin-reigion_; -poor: raskal 1peop!e,. beg | 


gars, irs compariſon-z righr,as the Phariſees, , Joh 7,48, 
Now;/brethren, though that: be not grtendly erue ;-for, 


| it pleaſeth God:to. thew his power; and,' though not mary 


ich, and mighty, 1. Cor.1:26: Yet ſome ; and, ſee how 
rich chefe others ace iv faith, Jaws.2.5. 1 n+ 

And here, let us a little fee, whylit: pleaſeth the, Lord to 
keep his children-1o low, in this: life. Reaſons are. | 2. 
To mortifie, and abate their fins : Thou bleſſeſt thy (&f, 


for thee; if thowhadit leſs wealth and moregrace liAnd, 
what happineſs ſhould the Lord-dotthee; of , he wonld:de- 
prive thee of thatabundance,: that fieak away thine-heart 
from God ! 2. To juſtifie their fincerity,” that it _y 


Obſerve 


Uſe. 


| 
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| be ſeen, they ſerve: not God, for commodity, Tob 1.9. 


3- Toteachthem, and us all, that the hope of a Chriſtian, 
is not in this life,” - 1 Cor, 15, 19. 4. To magnifie the 
power of his grace, . in . their weakneſs, and infirmi- 

Secondly, how many are there, that eyen for this, re- 
lows them not theit:benefits. 7: They :could be- content 
they love not the conditions; ſuch {triftneſs ; that a peany 
muſt not be gotten, bur with goed conſcience, Now 
mark, my brethren, Mar.10. 3o. that Chrilt hath pro- 
miſed all that may becxpedicnt ;' and wouldeſt :thowhave 
wealth that ſhould hinder why: falyation? | 2. Conſider, 
that if thouloſe all, yet God gives contentment ; and 
that is a benefit, which no worldling can attain, If thou 
ſee but the carkingand toy!, that:ſuch carth-worms are put 
- unto,. me-thinks, thon-ſhouldſt 'neyer. envy them their 
plenty, with ſuch conditions. \: 3. Obſerve what a compa- 
ny of noyſome luſts -they pierce themſelves through 


| withal. 4. ith the Lord are dnrable riches, Prov. 
I8. Fen get] 7 Ee 
Laſtly, ſuch alſo as for the exchange of things in theſe| 


8, 


| dayes of: the Goſpel, run back, in their affeions, to Po- 
pery. As the //-aelites, ' when they cameto the wilder- 
neſs, and were but a little pinch'd- with hunger, : cry out ; 
it had been better for them, to have \ſitten by the fleſh» 
| pots, and garlicke, . and onyons of 'Egypr. And,; how 
many Tuch, that wiſhFfor 'Popery,: for no other end, then 


And noVv, we call tleproud p ] That is, they thought 
thoſe. that walked: in 'the Fu lee of | their hearts; 
| gainit God, more' happy; than they. Reafon, becauſe 
they were delivered, and freed: from afflitions. - Shall I 


need to ſay, This is the ſtate and opinion of our 
people? 


—_ 


fuſe to embrace religion,” beranſe, they ſee, religion al-| 


to be religious, as the young 'man, in the Goſpel ; bur, | 


that they might again enjoy the old. plenty, and happineſs| 


| 
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| 


| 


Cuap.3.p0n the Prophet Malachy.Y zn.13,14,15: 


people. How do they applaud the ſtate of ungodly men, 
in reſpe&t of their outward proſperity ? And, how hap 
think they ſuch, as abound with things of this life, thoug 
wholly deſtitute of the graces of Gods Spirir? yet look but 
upon ſuch a profeſſour, you ſhall ſee him lefs friended, leſs 
honoured, and living at leſs hearts eaſe, Now, that we 
fall not into this blaſphemy ; ler us ſee, a little, the reaſon, 
why it pleaſeth God, thus to deal with ungodly men ? 
And, ye ſhall finde, he doth it, for this end. 

Firſt, to fat them againſt the day of ſlaughter, as we are 
wont to put our cattel deitin'd to the fJaughter, into the 
fatteſt, and fairelt paſtures, Prov. 1.32. Eaſe flayeth the 
fooliſhy ſee allo, P/al.37. and 73. | 

Secondly, to teach his own children, not too much to 
admire the things of this life, which they ſee the very 
wicked themſelves may be, and arc'partakers of : Who 
would dote upon thofe things, which when a man kath, 
make him, never a whit, the more happy ; yea, perhaps, 
further, through abuſe,his condemnation ? 

Thirdly, to aggravate their judgment, when as by fo 
many bleſſings of God, they have been allured to obedi- 
ence; and have had ſo plentiful means of doing good, and 


| yet have donenone. 


Fourthly, therefore doth the Lord put ſuch power into 
their hands, that he may, by them, exerciſe, and chalten 


| the diſobedience of his children, 7/2. 10. 5. They arc 


Gads hangmen, and executioners. by 
Now, for the ſecond part, that, in all theſe things, they 


are nothappy, what need I ſtand long to prove? Pre-! 
ſuppoſing them to be ſuch, asarc here deſcribed. 


Firſt of all, it is an argument, that the Lord hath utter- 
ly rejeRed them from his love ; fora man to proſper, and 
to be delivered, continuing his fin, Hoſh. 4. 14. Among 
many curſes, this is one of the moſt grievous, when. the: 
Lord givesa ſinner proſperity in hisſin ; this hardens the 
heart, and makes them pleaſe themſelves in their wicked- 
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CNET, 


| will afiſt', on the ſudden : Eich of theſe aitepto, or a 


| eavy them not inthis, whileſt their hearts are fleſhed in 


| the hypocrite is but ſhort ; & Job 21. 3. The feares, 


| Cnar:3.4 Commentary,with Notes, Ver, 1319, 151 


nels : Therefore , ſee the contrary promiſed unto Gods 
children, P/2/.89.31,22. Therefore, faith David, bleſſed | 


| is the man, whom thou chaſteneſt-alwaies, aud teacheſt-in thy | 
| way, Plal.94.12. & 1Cor. 11.32. We are chaſtened of the | 
| Lord, that we might not be condemned with the World ; and, 


| 


2 thouſand times better is this ate , then his, whoſe ſins 
the Lord-Winks at, without chaſtiſement : And therefore, 


their ſins, 2. Conſider what 704 hath ; the rejoycing of 


wherewith they are perplexed, Dans. 4. Have no afſu. 


| ſedneſs, indeed,conſifſteth, P/24.32.1. 5. Have their por. 


rance of pardon of fins; wherein, notwithſtanding, bleſ. 


tion inthis life, and only kere, Mar.6.3., 

Tea, they that tempt God are even delivered ] Let us, 
alirele, fee; what it is : It is, generally ,- ro make needleſs ; 
experiment of the truth, power, mercy, juftice of 'God. ' | 

Some cry his clemency :; ſome, his patience, P/a/.78, 
Some, his juſtice, by. preſumpruousſins ; fone, his power, 
in needleſs dangers z ſome, his wiſdome, whether God 


degree of thisſin. And, in ſome, in this place, its nothing 
elſe ; but, when a man preſumptuouſly fins, as it were da- 
ring the Lord ro take vengeance ; See Num.1i5. The 
law of God, and cxccution of it. 

Even they, are delivered ] Men of extreameſt impiety 
are, ſometimes, proſpered ; See P/al.37.. & 73. ler.12. 


I. &Cc, | 
\ But, marvell not at this, nor be diſcouraged, when thou 


ſeeſt it : It hath, indeed,for lack of due corfideration of 
the reaſons thereof, much diſquicted Gods Children. Bur | 
yet, ſceondly, let none bleſs himſelf in his courſes, for that 
he hath outward proſperity ; very godleſs men, ſometimes, | 
partake ic, | | 
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[X the words before, is ſet down the blaſphemy of the 


| Crar .3. upon the Prophet Malachy. Ven.16. 


| Vs R.16. | 

Then they that feared the Lord , ſpake often one to another; 

and the Lord hearkned,axd heard it * aud a book of remem- 

brance was written before him , for them that feared the 
Lord, ani that thought upon his name. 


wieked. In the,words now read, is expreſſed the beha- 
viour of thoſe, that fear God : they ſpake. 2. Thebleſ- 
ſedneſs of them that fear him ; they are. 1. Gods pecu- 
liar. 2. Fatherly clemency promiſed them ; and,the uſe, 
and cvent of it ; containing a confutation of the blaſphe- 
my of the wicked ; men ſhall return , and put difference ; 
Vc. | 
In the barrencſt times of the Church of God,the Lord 
hath ſome that fear him , and that ſtand up to juſtifie his 
truth, againſt che blaſphemics of the wicked : Experience 
of all times, ſhews it ; Gen.6.12. When all fleſh had 
corrupted their wayes ; there was found a Noah upright 
before God, and. a Preacher of righteouſneſs ; In the, 
days of Elijah, 1 King.19.18. Seven thouſand. reſerved ; 
Tſai-6.13, Atenth ; inthe days of our Saviour, when 
all was overgrown with ſuperition, were found Zachary, | 
and Elizabeth, Lnk.1.5,6. Rev.3.4. A few names, that 


tichriſts raign,two witnelkes ;-Rev.11.3. A few that ſtood 
up. for maintenance of Godstrath', in times af Aris, 
when the whole world groancd , to ſee it ſelf become an 
Arian. Athanaſens raiſed up to maintain Gods - truth. 
Reaſon, that his Covenant, and promiſe mayſand. His 
promiſe, and Coyenant made with the Church , 1s perpe- 
ruity ; and howſbever, it be not” tryed to any certain 
place, nor, in all times, hath like number $-yer.ſome in 


had not defiled their garments, In the very heatiof An- | 
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all times, in ſome places, ſtirred up, to maintain his cruth, 
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Rom.3. Though ſome unfaithful,and deale natruly in the 
Covenant , yet God faithfull, verſc7. Aal.3.6. Iam 
the Loyd, and change net, and ye ſons of Jacob are ot con- 
ſumed. A ſecond reaſon is, becauſe his worſhip muſt be | 
everlaſting, and withour interruption upon earth ; he will 
have alwaies ſome to worſhip him, in ſpirir, and in truth : 
A third reaſon, for a teſtimony unto the wicked, that 
' they might not, at any time, plead ignorance of the truth, 
| Which they have oppugned,and blaſphemed ; as, the Goſ- 


| pell muſt be preached, if not for converſion,yet for a teſti. 


mony unto them, Hat 24.14. | 

- This, if any thing, ſhould abate the fury of all the ene- 
| mics of Chriſt , and his Church, that riſe up againſt his 
| kingdome, P/al.2.6. The drift of the Pſalm is, to per- 
' ſwade all men, to ſubmit themſelves to the dominion of 
| Chriſt ; aud ſandry reaſons are ſet down: as. 1. They,” 
| indeed, conſult, and binde themſelves-, but , it is but a vain 
| thing ; yet, ſaith the Lord, have 7 ſer my King pon my 
| k ; 
| holy hiff of Zien. And, what though tyrants, in alltimes, 
| haye ſet themſelves to extirpate the very name of Chrilt ; 
yet, out of the very aſhes of thoſe ſ}ain for his teſtimo- 


2 Tim.2.9., 1ſuffer tronble, even unto bonds ; yet the 
word of the Lord is not bound ; that {till hath its free paſ- 
ſage, and that the ſwifcer, by meanes of perſecutions, Ph1/. 
1.10. And, let it admoniſh all thoſe amongſt us, if any 
ſuch , that oppoſe themſelves again{t Gods truth, to lay 


been, to put out from among(t us, the very light of Gods 
erath, &c, Yet ſtill,the Lord ſtabliſheth it ; yea, beloved, 
as Our Sayiour ſpeaks, Lyk 19.40. When the Phariſees 


knowledging him the Meſſiah ; TF theſe ſhould be Hient, 

the ſtones would cry ; that is, rather , then God will have 

his truth unconfeſſed, undefended , he will make the very 

p_ of the ſtreets to publiſh it ; Fherefore, kiſs the 6 
| le 


———__ _a______C<_____. 


i 


ny , bave ſprung up others, to defend the Lords cauſe ; | 


down all their intendements ; many att-mpts there haye | 


would have had our Saviour rebuke his Diſciples, for ac- 


| 
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| Cnav.3. upon the Prophet Malachy. Vzr.16.| 


leſt he be angry ; that is., ſubmit to his dominion leſt yee 
pe-ith from the way. | 

The properties, and behaviour of men truly fearing 
God.- 1. That they (land up, to ſtop the mouth of blal. 
phemy, and to maintain Gods truth againſt the adyerſa- 
ries thereof, 3. That they labour to Kabliſh one-anorhex, 
in perſwaſion of Gods truth, and care of his - children; 
3+ That they think upon his name. 

The firlt of theſe properties, ſee in all the Saints of God, 
lob 32.19. When E/ihrhad heard the fond reaſonings, 
and cenfares of {obs friends; as if afflictions could'nor, 
with Gods juſtice, be-inflited on Gods ſervants; the 
Spirit wasin him, even as new wine in veſkls, without 
vent, and he could not keep ſilence. Jeremy, cap. 20» 9. 
when he ſaw, that the word of God became. a reproach 
unto him, ;that the people fell a ſcoffing at his molt ſeri- 


ous reprehenſions, and ſeyere denurciations of judgment | 


againlt the (ins of the people, he profeſſeth_of himſelf, 
that (in his weakneſs) he had reſolved, and almoſt vowed 
to ſpeak no more, in the name of the Lord ;; but thy word 
(faith he) was in me as fire, and he was weary of bearing, 
when he heard the railing,and blaſphemy of the multitude, 
P/al.3943. - David, he-alſo had a purpoſeto keep hilence 
before the wicked, but that ſamefiery Spirit of God,would 
not let him be at reſt, he mult ſpeak, or burlt aſlunder,8&c, 
See alſo, A#.17, I might-be infinite this way. If any 
man demand the reaſon of" it, it's nothing but this; the 


| ardent, and fiery love that is in them,to the glory of God; 


having taſted of his love in Chriſt, they cannot indureto 
ſze Gods name diſhonoured ; life it ſelf not ſo precious 
unto them, as Gods glory, Beſides, this 15 the very 


| work of the- Spirit. of God, as.'our Saviour, CMarth.3. 


11. he is compared unto fire ;as.in other reſpes,, ſo for 
his alſo, that he is of a rong and operative nature, in the 
hearts of the children of God; as Gex.6.3, He is layd,in 
Noah, to have ſtriven with men. | 
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her, in her window , trimming her ſelf, after the 
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Cnar.3. A Commentary, with Notes, Ven. 16- | 


By this, let us try our ſelves,” whether our hearts be poſ- 
ſefled with the fear of Gods name, indeed, or no ; Be- 
loved, we cannot have a ſurer teſtimony of the ſoundneſs 
of Gods graces in us, then this ; the fearleſs maintaining, 
and defending of the Lords cauſe, againſt the adverſaries, 
and blaſphemers of Gods truth, Look then, and ſee how 
rhou findeſt thy heave affeted, ' when thou heareſt the 
blaſphemies of the multitude, 

Beloved, theſe, and as great blaſphemics, we are, ſome of 
us, forced to hear from prophane men, inthe Church of 
God : Its vain, to {erye God, and, what get they, by 
their zeale, but hatred, and obloquy, and trouble amongſt 
men? Now, when thou hearcſt any of Gods trath's 
blaſphemed, and evil ſpoken of ; how feeleſt thou thy ſelf 
affected ? Goeth it not to thy heart, nearet, than any 
thine own outward reproach ? elſe, ſuſpeRt thy ſelf.* - | 

And, alas, beloved, to fee the ſtate of moit-men; this | 
way, argues anullity of Gods fear in their hearts. Tf it 
be but a friends namecalled in queſtion, how do. we ſtar-| 
tle? If owrown credit never ſo little impeached, and; 


queſtioned, that kindles us, and fers alt on fire; but, if] 
| Gods name be blaſphemed,; his 'word traduced, his ordt- 


other things, did leaſt concern-us, - Beloved, - this is the 
eftet of Gods fear in the hearts of his children, to be 
much affected at the diſhonour of his name. 

When Ich approached neer unto Zeſabe?, end eſpyed 


| 
nances violated, &c. How keep we filence, asif this, of all 


faſhion of harlots ; he cryes out to them with her. 3/ho 
is on my fide, Who? and the Eunuchs threw her down, BE- 
loved, the Lord ſeems, ſometimes, thus to ſay to us, in the 
extremities of the peoples blaſphemies ; and he ſeems to 
cfy unto us, 1/ho is on my ſide > If then thou be (ilenr ; | 
that which our Saviour hath, CA/atth.12.30. willbe here 
applyed; who 5s not him, 5s ſure againſt him ; and fo thall 
be accepted, in the day of acounts. q 
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A ſecond property,that they labour to edifie,and exhor* 
each other, that they may preſerve them from infe&tion by 
thoſe, -who labour to over-throw their faith z as here,thefe 
Atheiſts they begin to publiſhit, it's main ro ſerveGod; 
Now, leſt . the people of God ſhould hereby be 
poyloned ; they that fear God, begin to confirm their 
brethren, every one his neighbour ; asf he had ſaid, look 
not to thele blaſphemons wretches ;' for, ſurely;the Lord 
hearkens, and hears, &c» - Andthis, avit is the prattice 
of .Gods Szints, every where, ſo hatl/it the precepr, and 
commandment of God, Fudr 23. Edifie one another in 
| your woſt holy faith, Heb.10.24. Provoke to love, andto 


God endues us with his-graces, namely, to firengrhen our 
brethren, Zuke2:2-32; SCE, T' Corl 2.7 | 
\ Let us then be all exhorted, intheſe declining daies,thns 


as Saint Paul hath ir, frengthen the weak knees,comfort the 
feeble-minded;, 1 Thefl;5.14. Heb.n5,13.- and provide 
that that Which is halting, be not twyned ont'of the Way, but 
may 7&ther be healed. And, beloved;ſandry reaſons there 
are forit. 1. Theevilneſs of the times, wherein weee it 
verifycd ; that the love of many waxeth cold. 2. Look 
we. to the carriage of all things ; and fee , whether we 
find.-1t not trne, [that theſe. Atheiſts here! ſpeak of ; the 
wicked are ſetup ; ſothat, if there werenot an expeAa- 
tion of another life , it were better to be any thing,even 
the vileſt miſcreant , then to profeſs the fear of the Lord. 
3. Thoſe many diſconragements , that we ſhall ſee raifed 
up to the Children of -God. Beloved, if ever that were 
needfull, that our Saviour ſpeaks, ftrengrhen thy brethren, 
Luk,22.32. Now arethe days. 4.. And , methinks, if 
there were no other reaſon, thenthat induſtrious, and ne- 
ver wearied paines of the adyerfary., to ſubvert the faith 


the divel{be more painfull, to 'overthrow', then we 'to 


__build 
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Cuav: 3. upon the Prophet Malachy. | Vxn.16; 


| good Works; See Pſat134« 8. And, indeed,it's one end,why 


to ſtabliſh one another, in the perſwaſion of Gods truth ; ' 


of Gods Children, it (hould-move us : Shallthelimbs of | * 
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_ | Gods Name. Forcxplication, know we,that Gods name 


build up the Church of Chrit? © Thus then let us de : 
And, let no man fay, they ſhall, eyery one, bear their own 
burthen ; for, even to us ſhall be imputed their ruin, if 
they perith, through defet of our admonition, 

If this be the mark of Gods childe, to confirm in the 


vert their faith? And, to ſpread even opinions of A- 
theiſme it ſelf into the mindes of men > This is an evil 
that T have ſeen, under the ſun ; would God, it were not 
found in Jacob, evenrin our own congregation ! to ſay no- 
thing of that opinion,which our praQice teſtifieth us,tobe 
poſſeſſed withall, of overmuch ftrictneſs, in the ſervice of 
God. iow many ſuch peſtilent inſtruments hath Sathan, 
every where, that inſinuate into the mindes of the ſimple, 
and ignorant,opinions of Atheiſme,yea perſwaſions there- 
to? Whoſe damnation is juſt. 

Third ſign, and property of them ; they think upon 


is, ſometimes , - put for the Majeſty of God himſelf ; 
ſometimes, for his glory ; whether ſence we take it , it 
matters not. Its true, that a man fearing God , hispro- 
percy is alwates, to have God before his eyes, P/al.16.8, 
The Lord is ever, and continually, in his meditation : Or, 
if wetake the other ſence; this alſv ſhall be found their 
praQtice ; they think upon his name, that is , that's one 
principall part of their care, and ſtudy , how God may be 
glorifyed , and his name kept from diſhonour, and blaſ- 
phemy : That, whereas the uttermoſt care of a world- 


| of Gods children is, how God may belt be glorifyed; and 
he is ever deviſing ſomething, within the compaſs of his 
calling, how farr glory may come to the Name of God. 
'| When David was now at reſt,and fate in his houſe; mart, 


truth z what ſhall we judg of thoſe, that labour to per- | 


ling is, how, he may grow great npon earth ; the care 


what thoughts his minde was poſſeſſed withall ; conſide- 
ring what an.houſe he had built for himſelf, to dwell in; 


dwell 


Ir ——_—_ 


an thus ſpeaks to Nathar' his ſcer : Behold, faith he, 1 


{ 


dwell in an houſt of Cedar trees: , but, the Ark of the Lord 
remains bn the cartains ; it feems, he more diſcontented 
| himſelf, chat that had 'not_ been his principal, and firſt 


| thought, that the glory of God ſhould have been provi- | 


ded for, | 

By this alſo try we our ſelyes, and our uprightneſs in the 
ſight of God. Surely, who fo findes not this in himſelf, 
chat his principal thought, and care is, that God may be 
oma ;.T may boldly fay of that man, heisnone of 
(3009s. 

Queſt. Ts it then not lawful, to think of the things of 
thislife ? 

Anſw. No doubt, yes ; but, in getting of theſe, this is 
the difference betwixt Gods children, and another, That 
which the man who feareth God, aimeth at, is this ; that 
God may be glorified ; ſo, in ſports, no doubt lawful, fo 
- | be, they are lawfully and moderately uſed ; but, look that 
this be thy end, that rhou mayelt be fitter to gloritie God, 
and do him ſervice; elſe, thou uſeſt recreations as an Epi- 
cure, not as a childe of God. | 

Well, now hear what it is, that they ayouch, A book. 
f remembrance is Written for thoſe that fear God] This is 


poken, after the manner of men; for our capacity; that, as 


men uſe, for better remembrance, to keep a book of me-. 


morandums's,that they may not forget; See Heſt. 6.1. So, 
this is attributed unto God, to ſignifie unto us, thathe 
doth certainly remember the ſervices of his children, 
Hence then, the colle&ion js eaſie ; that the Lord will 
never forget, to reward the ſervices of his Saints that 
 ferve him : See Heb 6.10, God is not nnrighteous, that 
he ſhould forget your Work, and labour of love, which ye 
have ſhewed ro his name ; Pſal, 16. 8. Thon telleſ® my 
Wandrings, and putteſt all my tears intothy bortle; all things 
noted in the Lords regiſter ; See Neh.13.14,22, 31. Yea 


Hatth.25,44. Thoſe things that the Saints had for- | 


gotten, the Lord remembers ; See Eſth.9.32. 
B b | 
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| CnaP.3. | A Commentary,with Notes, Vux.16. 


| blood is required : Herod had lain Tohn Baptiſt with the 


| ſhonldeſt caſt it down the waters, yet, -after many days, 


This ſhould encourage Gods children, in his ſervicezyea, 
though they ſee their ſervices amongſt men , altogether to 
want recompence, and reward ; and thoughthe Lord 
long delay, yet, at length, in due time, we ſhall reape,if We 
faint wot, Gal. 6.9. 

This alſo ſhould encourage Miniſters, though of all others, 
their labours be moſt flenderly regarded amonglt men , as 
Iſai.49.4, TI lave laboured in vain, T have ſpent my 
ſtrength; nevertheleſs, my judgmentis with the Lord, and 
my Work with my God, Thus ſhould Magiſtrates eocou- 
rage themſelyes, though for contcionable diſcharge of du- 
ties, they receive nothing amonglit men, but ſhame, and 


reproach ; let it be enough , ' as Nehemiah prayes , that | 


the Lord remembers thee in this ; So, in works of mercy: 
though , perhaps , thou feareſt to loſe it , even as if 'thou 


thou (halt finde it, Eccleſc11.1. &c. TY 
Again, doth the Lord remember the good works, and 
words of his ſeryants ? No doubt, he hath alſo,then,. his 


remembrance-book, his regiſter, for the ungodly ; See Rev. 


20.12. The books are opened ; aglymple whereof we may 
ſee in that litre book of the conſcience ; which though in 
times of peace, K be as a book ſhut up ; yet,in judgments 
of God, layeth open it ſelf tothe view of ungodly men. 
foſeph's brethren, a long time , carried away the matter 
ſmoothly ; but, at length, in affliction, mark, how con- 
ſcience theweth its record ; Gen.42.21,22. Now , his 


ſword, Mar.14. Mark how, whea he hears of the fame 
of Chrilt,conſcience is his remembrancer ; John Baprsft*s | 
blood {till runs in his minde. Pp : = 
Now , beloved , that this one perſwaſion might be 
ſetled in our hearts ; no doubt, it would reſtrain many of 
our {ns : and thoſe concluſions of Athciſme, P/a/.94.7. 
God ſeeth ner, or regardsnot, or, (his memory opprefled 
with multitude) forgets , breeds all this Atheiſme , and 


_—_—— 


| profancſs in pratice. ' Conſider 


bat 


— A. 


'Cn AP43. upon the Prophet ) Malachy. Vsx.17, 


&n order :. Words, wethink, are wind; and, with us, ſoon 
forgotten ; yet, ſaithour Sayiour , every idle word ſhall 
come to be reciconed for, at the day of judgment ; Mat. 2, 
36. And, let me ſay, as David, Pſ[al.50.22, Conſider 


| this, yee that forget Ged ; there is not an oath, that thou 


ſweareſt , but the Lord knoweth it ; there is not aa idle 
word, but the Lord takes notice of it ; not a wanton look, 
but the Lords eye ſecth it ; 8c. And, if this were thought 
of, much wickedneſs would be reſtrained, 
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| _ priyiledges of thoſe that fear God; they are cal- 
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VER. 17. , 
eAnd, they foall be mine, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, in that 
day, when 1 make np my Jewels ; and 1 Will {pare ther, 
as a, man:{pareth his oWr ſon that ſerveth bim. 


-T" He bleflings of God upon thoſe that fear him, They 
T ſhall be nuto me a flock, peculium cordis ; ſome read, 
,.or, as ſome, his chiefe treaſure : mark 


Hed Gods peculiar, his lot , . and his inheritanee. Second- 


ly, that the Lord wil ſpare them; which is ſet down,in a 


| famiiitude. 


. The bleflings that this includes. I . Singular proteQi- 
or 2. there is an univerſal providenceand proteftion, that ; 


1s vouckſafed unto all his creatures 5 Thos, Lord ſhale ſave | 


both many and beaſt 3 There isa ſpecial proreion, which 
the Lord vouchſafeth unto men, 1 7 im. 4. 19. :The Savi- 
our of all men. There is, thirdly, a ſingular protection, 


| which he carrieth over the Church, and thoſe, in it, that, 
| fear him ; ſpecially, of them that believe. Beſides the: 
| fingular bleflings,and gifts,rhat he youchſafethunto them; 


chare are common graces, which he youchſafeth unto all ; 
as zeneral knowledg z more ſpecial vouchſafed, to. them 


Bb 2 that 
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.4 Conſider then, bcloved, whas the Lord, every where, | 
| teacheth, P/z/.50.21,22. 1Wil ſet thy fins before thee, 
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that fear him , ſce Exod. 19. 5. 

That which we learn hence, 1s, 

Firſt, ſeparation from the wicked ; that, as the Lord 
ſingles us out, from the reſt of mankinde, ro be his pecu- 
liar ; ſo ſhould we ſeparate our ſelves from the corruptions 
of the times, ſee 2 Core7.1, 

Secondly, comforts that hence ariſe to Gods children; 
as aſſurance of defence in all miſeries, and calami- 
ries. 

The next priviled 7 mms is ſparing,or mercy;ſce P/al. 
103.13. Whence obſerve we,that remiſſion of ſins is a blef- 
fing peculiarly belonging to the Church of God; for theſe 
Chriſt alone merited , 70.17. to theſe only God is a 
father. And it confutes the opinion of ſuch, as make re- 
miſſion of ſins, a common gift : for though it be ſo, in re- 
ſpe of offer, and propounding ; yet is it not ſo, in re- 

pet of atual performance. Again, this, if there were 
no other thing, ſheweth a plentiful difference betwixt re- 
ligion, and Atheiſme ; in thar, to the one, ispromiſed re- 
miſſion of ſins ; to the other not. This the treaſure of the 
Church of God : No ſins are forgiven toa caſt-away ; 
but, every ſin, to a childe of God, P/al.32. 1.1 Foht.7. | 

And, this ſhould comfort us againſt our infirmitics, and 
imperfeRtions, that, alas! ſhew themſelves 1m every beſt 
duty, that we perform unto God ; and this that, which 
moſt hvmbles Gods children, their preſent weakneſs, and | 
imperfe@ioris conſidered ; but, brethren, conſider we, 
God is a fatherunto us; and if he'ſee in us, but a Rri- 
ving to perform our dutyes acceptably, that deſire is ac- 
cepted, Heb.13e1 8, I Pet.2.5. - 


VER» 
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VE Rs. 
Then ſhall ye return, and diſcern between the righteous,” and 
the wicked : bet\veen him, that ſerveth G 0d, and him 


that ſerveth him not. 


T Hat which, in ſum, 'is hence ebſervable, is this; that 
the Lord will not alwayes ſuffer his children to be 
afflicted, and the wicked to proſper ; but,a day ſhall come, 
wherein a ſenſible difference ſhall be put betwixt him that 
ſerveth God, and hins that ſerverh him not ; the: juſtice of 
God, and histruth requires it, 2 Theſſ.1.5. Then ſhall' 
Chrilt perfeRtly winnow the: chaff from the wheat. 2. 


| in common judgments , the Lord delivers his, Ezek.9.4. 


3. The finall conſummation reſerved for the time of the 


| laſt jadgment, when the full ſeparation ſhall be, 2ſar.25. 


$6925 | 
: And, this ſhould ſtay Gods children, againſt that temp- 
tation , which ariſeth from that ſeeming confuſion of 
things, in this life; See P/al.37. & 73. &. Teri12.1. A 
thing, that hath troubled the Saints of God, in all times. 
It pleaſeth God, for a time, to grant the wicked proſperi- 
ty,and te exerciſe his Children with aflitions : Reaſons. 
I. To prove the patience of his Saints. . 2. To give the 
wicked their portion. . 3. To nouriſh in us the hope of 
another life, But alas ! as their rejoycing is but ſhort; 
ſo the afflitions' of Gods ſervant are but momentany, 
2 Cor.4.17. Truſt then in God, and keephis way ; judg 
not of the happineſs of Gods Children, by things preſent, 
but by their end, and iſſue; P/4/.37.37,38- The wicked 
exalted, but , to bethrown down into utter deſtruction z 
the godly afflited, but, his end is peace. + 41 
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CuaP. 4. V ER. 1,2,3- 


For, behold, the day commeth that ſhall burn 4s an oven, and 
all the proud, yea , and all that do wickedly ſpall be. ftnb- 
. ble; and the day that commeth,. ſhall burn them #p, ſaith 
«the Lord of Hoſts ; that it ſhall leave them neither root, 
nor branch, But, unto you that fear my Name, ſpall the 
Sun of a "Ou » with —___ in his wings, 


CO Cs 


20 Te HE former coneluſ on proved, by divers 
ay cffcs of Chrilts comming; tothe wicked, 
REF 2 black day; ſet out in {imilitudes. 

| ._ Thetimeof accompliſhmentkercof, its 
#. apparent, by the place, that its tobeunder- 


| Rood of Chrilts firſt :comming.rin the feſh ; nnd, - ifany 
| queſtion, how this verified, then ? :1t was Inchogtive; and 


by way of preparation, then ; and ſhall be PR. 
in the day of the alt judgment. i: 
That Chriſt came notiro fave all, but to be'a .jadg,. and 
| PR of the wicked and ungadly 5 this place contludes 
See 10þ.9.39. Luk 2.34+ and it appearcth. 1.) By 
rd event. ». By Chriftsown profeſſion, 7oh.17. 3; By 
the ſign, in that ye is not __ toall, to receive thebe- 
t, 
And, this reproves dhi foraliopiniol; thas G hriſk.catae 
tofave all. How is it, then, that all are not ſaved ? They 
anſwer, becauſe they will not ; but abſurdly ; For, 1.God 


hatch power to frame mens wils, if his will were ſuch. 2, 
How 


—_— "00" JEET] i.- © 45 td Bas. 
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[Cuan.4- upon the Prophes Malachy. V zn-1 PR 


How unreaſonable is it, that God ſhould willro ſave, and 
man diſappoint his pur poſe? 

; ©6. Gods will was nor abſolute, but conditionall. 

| eAnſWw, Its that the Scriptureteacheth ; that the Lord 
had decreed ſomething certain of thoſe chat he meant to 
ſave ; otherwiſe, net likely, that he would ſend his ſon, 
and he ſubmit himfelf ro- thoſe indignities ; not having: 
any certainty , whether any man ſhould acceptthis grace, 


mans will. 
And this that deceives many, the fond, and groundlefs 


unto him. ' 

0b. The world. 

Anſvw,. Of believers only. 

06. Allmen, 1 Tim. 2.4, = 
| Anſw. Of allſorts.'-\ ' © Hor 
' 2DÞ;: God, otherwiſe, unjuſt, 


willingly refuſe the grace offered, 

Let us rather labour to know, whether we os of them, 

that Chrilt cametoſave. Signs. 1. If- Chriſt have ya 
deemed-us from our vain converſation, 'Y/ Per.1.18:. 
Our eſteem of Chriſt,” Phil.3.8. 3. The' life of Chriſt 
manifeſted in us, Rom. 8. 4+ 4. Lively hope;hope that hath 
life, is operative, I Pet.I.3 1 Joh.3:3. 5. Defire to 
win other, P/41.34.8. 


(troy the wicked. Gods wrath compared to # violent 
fixe ; the wicked, to the lightelt things, to ſtubble : Gods 
wrath; to the winde ; the wicked, to chaff, and the light- 
elt duſt, P/al.1.4- Gods power, -to an; fron rod ; the 
wicked,to-a pot-ſheard, P/al. 2:9. 

It ſhould teach the wicked, to ſibwit to | Chriſts Scepter, 
and to ſerve him, ni reverence aud fear; See Heb. 12.28. 
| And, . 


— 


orno. 2, Itsa great unlikelihaod , 'thar the Lord ſhould | 
hang the fulfilling of his decrees upon the mutability of | 


opittion; that the” ns _ fenthiio ty, to ' reconcile all j 


eAuſw. Not fo. x. For he is bonnd to none, F +. They | 


Secondly, obferye hence, how eaſi ily the Lord'cah de- | 
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Cu AP «4. A Commentary, with Notes, tx. 1,2, 3. 


And, withal,it ſhould comfort the righteous, in the great- 
elt pride and jollity of the wicked. How eaſie is it for 
the Lord, in.a moment,to conſume them ? - Be not affraid, 
when a man 1s made rich, and the glory of his houſe is en- 
creaſed ; what, though they grow up like Cedars in Le- 
banon ? Sce Nebuchadnezzar caſt out amongii bealts ; 
Pharsoh (uddenly- deſtroyed in the Sea ; The rich mans 
ſoultaken away, in a night, Z#k,1 2.20, pe 
How this accompliſhed, in Chriſts ir comming ? 
Anſw. 1. Preparative. 2, Spiritually, in thoſe flames 
of Gods wrath, wherewith, inwardly, their conſciences 
are filled, ob | | | 
Wherefore, though we ſee not utter deſtruction pre- 
ſently executed upon the ungodly ; yet, let this patient us, 
ro conſider thas God hath inviſible,and unſeen judgments: 
And, if a man were but privyto thoſe fears, and inward 
panges, that wicked men are plunged unto, he would ne- 
ver envy them their outward felicicy. 97 8 TO 

Ver. 2,3-] Intheſe verſes ate ſet down the benefixs, | 
' whereof men fearing God, are made pertakers, 1. The 
ſun of righteouſneſs ariſeth unto them. 2 Healing nnder 
his wings. 3. Continuance of regeneration, 4. ViRtory 
over chair enemies, | : | | 

Chrilt the ſun of righteouſneſs; becauſe, righteous, 
not for himſelf, but for us, 3 Cor.1. 30, Divine righ- 
reouſneſs proper to him, as God ; humane, by voluntary 
diſpenſation under-taken, and performed for us. 

This comforts againſt conſcience of our own enrighte- 
ouſneſs ; (ith what righteouſneſs Chriſt had, he had it for 
us. 2+ Becauſe, from him we receive righteouſneſs; as the 
light is derived from the ſun, 7oh. x. 14, Underſtand this: 
x. Of imputed. 2. Of inherent righteouſneſs. Whence, 
thoſe are confuted, who imagine man able to conferr 
ſomething, ro his own juſtification, And withal, here 
we ſec, whither we muſt reſort, to have all our imper- | 


—_— 


fetions and defeRs ſupplyed, | 
| | S with | 


| ye were heed : under ſuch afdiſtreſs, then, repair unco 
him, AMatth.11.28, 


| 


| ceive Chriſt, to be diligent this way ;-in labouring'to fee] 


<. ac + 


With health, or, he aling under his wings] The wounds 
of our ſou! are our ſins; Chriſt is the healer of thoſe, 
who betake themſelves unto him, 1 Per. 2.24. By his ſtripes 


The next benefir is, continual flouriſhing, and increaſc 
of the graces of regeneration, Ezek, 47.12. Trees planted 
in Gods garden, are watered by the rivers ifluing out of 


by this may we try the truth of our regeneration ; che 
feed is immortal, and permanent, 1 7oh.3.9. and, ſuch as 
ſprings up unto cternal life, 7oh.4. 14. 

Verl.3. ] The next benefir is, victory over the wicked,and 
all the wicked adverſaries of our ſalvation : Te ſhall tread 
down the wicked ;” for they ſhall be aſhes, under the ſoles of 
1o8r feet; 6. © 

IF any ask, how this is verified : | 

Anſw. Firſt,in Chriſt, who's our heal ; he hath oyer- 
come for us. Secondly, in us, aftera ſort, that they are 
not able to hurt us, Row. 8,28. Which is cnough to com- 
fort us, inall afflictions, 7oh.16.33. 

Verlſ. 4. Remember ye the law of Moſes my ſervant, 
ec, ] Admonition- here given us, how to prepare for 
Chrits coming ; remember the law of Moſes. What are 
the reaſons of "it? 1, Its a means of humiliation, Gal. 3. | 
10. 2. As a rule of life, | 

Antinomians reproved, that would have the law taken 
out'of the-Church of | God ; where as great, ' and mani- 
fold is the uſe of the law.r, It ſerves to diſcover ſin, Rom.3. 
20. Roma.7:9. 2, Shews the puniſhment due to fin, Gal.3, 
19, 3. ſcourgeth unto Chriſt; Gal. 3.24. 4. Andisa perfeR 
rule of obedience. | EIS 

Henee, then, learn we all; who wonld; with benefig; re- 


our imperfetrons. Surely, ht beſtsknows, and is belt fit- |: 
ted to receive Chrilt , that beſt-profits in the lay of God: 


Cuae.4. upon the Prophet Malachy, V=x. 2,3 |\ 


the ſantuary,avd bring forth new fruit every moneth, And, | 


Per(e.3. 
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CHunaP.4. A Commentary,with Notes, Vzr.5,6. 


VER. 546. 

Behold) 1 Will ſend you Elijah the Prophet, before the com- 
ing of the great, and dreadful day of Lord: And he ſhall 
twrn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the 
heart of the children to the fathers,left 1 come and ſmite 


| te earth with a curſe. 


A promiſe and prediction of John Baptiſts coming ; 
where is. 1. A deſcription of 7o4ns perſon, by his 
gifts, ſet out in reſemblance of him to Elias; therefore, 
called metaphorically, Z/;as the Propher. 2. The time 
of his coming, namely, - immediately, before the coming 
of that great, and fearful day, 3. By his efteR, he ſhall 
convert; the ation amplyficd, by the ſubje, and terms, 
hearts of children to fathers, and of fathers, to children : 
And,by the endy/eſt I come and ſmite the earth, witkenr ſing. 
As touching the ſenſe of the worgs,the quere is betwixt us, 
and Poxtifictans,what is here meant,by Las the Prophet ? 
Whether Elias the Thi/bire, in perion; or, lohn Baptiſt 
metaphorically, and analogically, called Elias ? Papilts, 
in the queſtion, touching the time of Antichriſts comming, 
generally underſtand it, of E/zas, in perſon : and hence, 


Lias,and Enxch,who muſt come in the time of Antichriſt, 
[are not yet come in perſon. 


thus conclude, that Antichriſt is not yet come, becauſe Z. 


Their concluſion, that Antichriſt 1s not yet come, they 
20 about to prove, by fix ſignes, which muſt be of Anti- 
chriſts coming. Two foregoing. 1. Preaching of the 
Goſpel to all nations. 2. Deſolation of the Rowar 
Empire, Two accompanying it. 1. The Preaching of 
Enoch, and Elias,in perſon. 2. Bloudy perſecution, in | 
ſuch ſort, that publique worſhip of God ſhall ceaſe. Two 
following it. x. The deſtruRtion of Antichriſt,after three 
yeares, and an half, 2. The end of the world. 


But, 
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Cu AP 4. upon the Prophet Malachy. Vzx.5,6. 


Now as touching this controverlte, at large, my purpoſe 
isnot to ſpeak : nor yet to deal with any other reaſon, 
but this, that they take ont of this rexc. 
In the dayes of Antichrilt, Heaoch, and Elias, muſt 
come in perſon, to preſerve the EleR, in the faith of 
-| Chriſt, and convert the Jews ; but they are not yet come: 
Ergo. To fay nothing of Ezoch, but to inſiſt in that,they 
urge for Elias ; that he mult live in the dayes of Anti- 
chriſt, they labour to prove. 1, By teſtimonies of Scrip- 
tures, and of Fathers, 2. By reaſons, out of the 
text, Their teſtimonies of ſcripture, are three. ad. 
4.5. Matth.17.1T. Rev.lli. 3. &c. | 
We will, firlt, propound our judgment, with the.con- 
firmation of it; and then anſwer to the objeions of 
Papiſts. This, then, is the truth; that by Elas is here 
meant 7ohn Tap Nims fore-runner of Chriſt Jeſus. And, 
if any man ask, why he is called E/;as > The Angel, Zak, 
1.17 gives the reaſon, becauſe he goes before Chriſt, in 
the Spirit and power of Elias : This likeneſs there is be= 
tween them. 1. In office, reforming of the Church. 
2. Gifts of courage, boldneſs, liberty of ſpeech. 3. In 
habite, not unlike, 4. In people, 'with whom they 
dwell, 
Firſt, we have the-teſtimony of the Angell, Zxk, 1.17: 
Alledging this very Scripture, and applying it to Iohn 
Baptiſt, 2. Expolitionof our Saviour, CHar.17.10,11, | 
12. & Mat. 11.14. | 
Os. Their reaſon, out of this place, itsthis ; this can- 
not be underſtood of Iohn ZBaprift, becauſe , ſpeech is 
here of Chrifts ſecond comming ? proved, becauſe the 
day great and terrible ; but , Chriſts firſt day, called the 
acceptable time, and day of ſalyation, 2 Cor.6.2. | 
Anſw.This day of Chriſts firſt comming is called terrible, 
in reſpe& of the wicked, Matl.3.2,3. Soallo, Mat.z. 
0b. Mat.17.11- Elias mult reſtore all things, ſo did 
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' But, none of theſe are yet accompliſhed : Ergo, 
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Ca AP.4q. A Conmmentary,with notes, Ver.5,6, 


| Anſw. Its ſtrange to ſee how they dare, ſo violently, to 
peryert the text, verſ:12. Chriſt, by theteſtimony of Di- 
ſciples, ſpeaks of Iohn Bapriſt ; theſe men will controuſe ; 
Chrilts own expoſition. 2, That reſticution referred to 
reformation of reliyion, and mult be underſtood , Incho- 
ative. 

Ob. Rev.11.. | 

eAnſvv. The things there ſpoken of, cannot,in any hand, 
agree to Elias; Reaſons. 1. He never faw death, before 
his afſumprion ; unlikely therefore, that , after glory re- 
| ceived, he ſhould dye. 2. It repngnes the nature of a glo- 
| rified body, one dos whereof, is immortality, z Cor.5,1. 
| 06. No other Reaſon can be given. of their afſump- 
| tiONs 
eAnſop, Thongh we know no reaſon, yet would it not 
; follow , that that was the reaſon : Other reaſons are, 
| probably, aſſigned ; as. 1. Perhaps, to prevent Idolatry, 
2. To nouriſh hope of immortality, after this life ended. | 
However,this reaſon concludes nothing : And fo have we 
freed the text from Popifh glaſſes. 

Now, what we may hence obſerve, isthis ; how the 
Lord, according to neceſſity of times of the Church,doth, 
extraordinarily, farniſh his ſervants , with the gift of his 
Spirit, according to the calling , whereto he aſſigns them, 

When he, firit, colleRted his Church, amongſt the 1/-ae- 
lites, what rare endowments where there given to Moſes ? 
When all was overgrown with Idolatry, an extraordina- 
ry Spirit pat upon El;as; the ſame doubled upon EZlizews. 
Tohn Bapriſt hath them renewed; the Apoltles, to plant a 
Church, amongſt the Gentiles; greater then Tohn Baptiſt, 
CMat.11.11. And, what a Spirit was that given to L- 
ther, of boldneſs, courage, zcal, knowledg !&c. 

By this, then, we may judg of all men, who ever they 
are, that undertake extraordinary works, and employ- 
ments, in the Church of Chriſt. As,we have thoſe in the 
Churth of Rome ; the head of that Church , takes on 

him. 
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| Cuar 4. pon the Prophet Malachy. Vzn.5,6. 
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him, the government of the whole C hurth 'of God ; a 
burchen not meecte for any mens ſhoulders : And, yet, as 
themſelves confels of ſuch, they are men but of ordinary 
meaſure of gifts, of knowledg, wiſdome,or other abilities: 
Now lurely , if the Lord had ſent them to ſuch a work ; 
we ſhould fceThis ſeale ſet unto them ; gifts extraordina- 
ry, mecte for ſuch a funftion. Irs true, that Aſoſes was 
called co the government of the ( whole) people of 1/7ael ; 
but, conſider, and ſee, how the Lord gifted him, above his 
brethren. | 

And, as our Saviour ſpeaks to the ſons of Zehedee, yee 
know not, faith he, of what ſpirit yee are, &c, And, let 


choſe that undertake the office of Miniſters, without any 
meaſure of gifts, more then vulgar ; ſuppoſe, a liberty to 
read, &c. . 

Secondly, this ſhould teach us,not to detreRt any office, 
or employment, to which we ſhall fee the Lord leading ns, 
direMly, For, tet us well be aſſured, that whatſoever 
work he ſends us unto, he will fit us for ; See Ex0d.4.12, 
Ter.1.6,7. 

He ſhall tarn the heart of the Fathers to the Children." 
_ _ Oneſt. How can this be aſcribed to -Iohn Bapriſft, 
fith its the Lord that turns, and enclines the heart ? 
Anſw. To God, as the principall ; to men,as the inſtrg. 
ments, And thus, as we are in{truments , it pleaſeth the 
Lord to grace us with the title of the work, as, 1 Tim. 4 
16. Thou ſhalt ſave, thou, as the inſtrument. | 
From whence, may theſe two things be concluded. 1. 
That the Lord is nfually effeuall by thoſe , whom he calls 
to the work of the Miniftery ; and that, to the conver- 
fion of fome,more, or leſs, whereſoeyer he ſends them : 
Never is (ſent) Miniſter, unfruitfnll, or barren : Lo me, 
and the children, that thon haſt given me ,- 1ſas. 8.18, See 
Gal.2.8. He that was mighty, by Perer, was mighty, þ 


meapply it, a lictle more generally ; you may judg of | 
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through Pawd; &c, See 1ſai.55-10,13, As the ſnow, 
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and the rain, /o is my Word, it never returnt empty ; Sce 
Aat.1 3-4. Tob.15.16. Fn 

Ob. If any ſhall objcQ, and ſay, that 7/aiahis ſent to 
harden, not to convert, J/a.6.10. And, Ezekiel told, 
cap.2.' That they will not turn « | 

Anſw. Places underſtood of the greater part ; but,7/a. 
6. ult. there was a tenth part retarned, 

Some cavcats mult here be- remembred. 1. That this 
muſt be underſtood of the ſetled, and (tabliſhed preaching 
of the word ; for otherwiſe, God ſends ſome, only, to 
deprive of excuſe. 2, That fruir , at firlt , appears not ; 


| | but lyeth, as it were, under theclods ; See A&.18. 10. 


And, as it was, in the days of Ear, 1 King.19. 18. 
Then, ſee we'what to judg of them, to whoſe Miniſte- 
ry God gives no bleſſing at all. Irs anevident ſign , they 
were not ſent of God ; See Teyr.23.21,22. And , this 
ſhould-encourage us, that are Miniſters, in the work of our 


Miniſtery ; and ſhould prevail againit all impediments, - 


ſeem they never ſo great ; conſidering, the Lord will ſure 
be effeQtuall in us, ; 

Again, ſee we alittle, and judg we of our ſelves, and 
we (hall know, whether the Lord hath, in mercy, ſent the 
Miniſtery of the word unto ns; furely, if Gods word 
have wrought in us, to converſion, Rom.1.16, We may 
then ſay, the Lord, in mercy,hath ſent it unto us ; if other- 
wiſe, he hath not ſent in mercy, but in wrath; See 1 Theſſ. 
2.13, It worketh mightily in thoſe that believe ; and, Co/. 


1.6. Its come unto you, and is fruitfull. 


See we yet, farther, the degrees of efficacy of the word 
of God. 1. It prevails with ſome, to illumination. 2, 
With ſome,to work a little temporary delight, 2Zar.13.21. 
3. With ſome, to a partial! reformation, CMar.s.20, 
4. To humiliation : All this while , thou canſt not aſſure 
thy ſelf;the Lord hath ſent his word to thee, for thy good ; 


| How then ? Namely, when its ſo far powerfull, that ir 


converts thee, turning thy heart , and changing thy _ 
-life ; 


Cnar 4. upon the Prophet Malachy. Ven. 


'nnto thee, AfF.26.18. 
| | Now, notes of a changed, and converted heart,are ma- 
ny. IT. When ſin grows odious unto us; thoſe eſpecially, 
-wherein we have ofteneſt, and with greateſt pleaſance, 
;offended. 3. Whenas, with freedom of hearc , we ſerve 
God,Sce 2 Cor.3.17. 3. When the whole outward man 

is reformed ; the tree once good, the fruit is good ; the 
| fountain purged, the ſtreams are alſo clean, 7am. 3.11. 


Laſtly, Enth»fiaſts hence confuted, that hold the word, 


* [and Miniſtery thereof, a dead letter, | 
The next thing here obſervable, is, that God ordinari- 
ly,nſeth his Minilters to convert mea by ; See Romo. 17. 
F ( 9r-3.5,6. At.g. Paullentto 2Ananias ; ARES 31. 
Philipto the Exnuch : Reaſons, generally, 1. That the 
glory might be Gods, 1 Cor.2, 2. To prevent deluſions. 
3. We not able to endure the terrour of God Majeſty, 
Exo4.%0.19.' 4. Thus God honours mans nature, $g, 
Man fittelt,as having experience of infirmities. 6. Proves 


though diſpenſed by a weak man , ſubject to like paſſions 
with our ſelves. | 
Why miniſters, rather then ordinary Chriſtians ? 

eA»{W. Its Gods will to have it fo, 2 Cor. 5. 19. He 
hath put in us the Word of reconciliation. 

'06, Common Chriſtians convert, ami 5. ult, At.11. _ 
20,21, 

eAnſw, 1. Ordinarily, they prepare, convert not. 2. 
After faith, and repentance general, may be means, by ad- 
monition, to Kirr up graces that lye dead, as At, 18. 26. 
and ſo draw to renewing repentance, 3. Extraordinarily, 
as by them of Cyprns, and Cyrene. 

This ſhould teach us, as we love our ſouls, and defircfa 
vation, to hang on the miniſtry of the word ; ſee Prov. 
8. Bleſſed ſuch, as wait at the poſts of the gates of w3/- 


life ; thou mayeſt, then, truly fay, the Lord is mercifull' 


humility, whether we will ſtoope to Gods ordinance, | 
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: Reproved ſuch, as forſake he gathering together of the 


1 Saints, Hev.10.25. So laying them{clves open to peril 


of apoltacy, 2 In that caſe, prayers abominable, Prov, 
28.9. 

Another fort reprovable, are ſuch, as not content with 
wiſdom of God, deſire, and look to be inſtruted, and 
brought to God , immediately, by the Spirit ; ſaying, 
when the tiqze comes, »God will tura me ; whereas, now 
is the time, when God gives the means. 

Thirdly, ſuch” as delire to be taught by Angels; as the 
glutton for his brethren, Zak,16. And, if they could 
hear Chriſt ſpeak from Heaven,they would believe; falfly, 
as our Sayiour faith. 


Try we our ſelyes, by this, for our converſion ; and ſee 


loved, I will not ſay, but education may do much, to pre- 
pare : and reading, much,to prepare;but, if thou haſt no 
other change, than what thou haſt by thine own reading, 
&c, Thou haſt weak comfort : who eyer read of any'con- 
evered by himſelf, or his own induſtry, without help of 
another? 1/a.5 7.19.1 create the fruit of the lips, to be peace. 

Therefore, pray we the Lord of the harveſt, to ſend 
forth labourers, Matth.g. nlt,” Surely, we cannot: ſay. of 
ſuch, as lack thoſe, that they have the ordinary means. 1 


ſo tyed to his ordinary, but that, ſometimes, he may work 
without it ; but yet they lack the ordinary means of con- 


z verſion. 


Follow, next, the terms. of this converſjon; 


dren, unto the fathers ] To omit the feyeral expoſiton of 
others; by fathers, and. children; and converting the 
hearts,cach to other the meaning/(I take it) is this ; that, 


| whereas they were alienated one from: another; in their-| 


affections; father hating ſon, and ſon, father, for. truths 


| ſake, as Matth.10.35, So powerful ſhould Fohn be, in 


his 


—— 


—— —  — — 


ne ——— — — 


whether, by this mean, ir hath been wrought, Surely, be- 


ſay not, but God may fave ſome of them ; for, he isnot.| 


The hearts of the fathers, wnto. the children.; and of chil-\ 


Cuar 4. pon the Prophet Malachy. Vs KG, 


his Miniftery, that he ſhould unite, and knit them toge* 
ther in a bond of moſt entire affeion ; and bring many 
| of them, before diſſenting, now , to unite hemſel . in 
the wor(hip of God. | | 
Whence obſerve , that where the word is powerfull, it 
| works not only reconciliation with Ged , but peace alſo 
with men ; with all men, in whom the word is powerfull : 
| Sce A#.2.46. Nothing then, holden too dear, betwixt the 
members of Chriſts Body ; & 4. 34,35+. Sec 1/a8.11.6.7,8, 
9: All thoſe head-itrong, and brutiſh atteRions are cal- 
| med, and correRted;; and, the wiſdome from above, is 
peaceable. lam. 3.17. 5 
4 Now, then, we ſce, what to anſwer unto that common 
objetion, againſt the Miniſtery of the Goſpel] z namely, 
chat its the leader of contentions, and debates. and as our 
people ſpeak, an enemy to all good fellowſhip ? Now,be- 
loved, conſider we, that the Goſpell it ſelf, is, in it ſelf, and 
| in the hearts of all in whom its effectual, an inſtrument, 
and mean of peace. 
Whence, then,comes it,that we ſee difſentions commonly 
follow it 7 As the complaint is common ; before this prea- 
ching came up amongſt us, we had as good fellow-like a 
| pariſh, and as much good neighbourhood among us, &c, 
Now, all is in an uprore ; the. child is divided. agaioft; the 
father ; &c. / But, I wiſh ſuch to conſider , what kind of 
fellowſhip that is , where the Goſpel] is hot powerfull ; 
| a brotherhood inevill, as Gez.49.5. Fellowſhipin excels, 
1 Pet.q.4. Which is enmity with God : And, moreover, 
know we, that difſentions which ariſe, after the GoſpeH, 
ariſe not from the nature of the Goſpell: ; but, from the 
corruption of mens hearts, and their rebellions againſt the 
rruth : Therefore, obſerve amongſt: men , ſoundly religi- 
ous; you ſhall ſee an abſolute concord : yea, ſhch at one, 
and ſo ſoundly built upon theright grounds of peace, as'is 
not eaſily broken ; perhaps, ſome * jarres fall ont , as be- 
| twix- Barnabas, and Sal ; yet ſuchas arecalily reconci- 
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led : Whereas , every trifling occafion breaks the peace, 
amonglt. thoſe others. And hereby let us judg of our 
ſelves, whether the Gofpell hath been powerfull in-vs ; we 
ſhall know it, by this ; the knitting of our hearts together 
in the nnity of the Spirit, Eph.4.3. Add unto this a 


' peaceable difpolition, See [am.3.17. Will a man profeſs 


religion, yet delight in contentions ? Surely , he lies 
againſt rhe truth, and ſuch wiſdome is earchly ; whereas 
that from aboveis firſt pure, then, peaceable, &c.-- And, 
what ſhall we think of thoſe Sa/amanders, whole life is in 
the fire of contentions ? and, never merrier, they fay, 
then when at war, &c. De 

; The end folioweth ; /eft I come , and {mite 'the earth 
with a curſe] That is, leſt comming , and finding none 


| ready,by faich, to cntertain me, Iſhould ſraite the earth, 


in curſing. 
Where, Jet us obſerve, that the Miniſtery of the word, 


its that; that bears up the whole: powers of Heaven, and 
earth; that is the yery pillar, on which. its built, by which 


It any man demand, how ? 
Anſw. Bceeanſe , its the means to beget , and maintain 


believers ſakes ; is the world-.upholden :. there -is nothing, 
that withhotds the utter overthrow of the world but. the 
C hildren of God ; As Lot in Sodeme,preſerved it ; Gen. 
19.22, SEE 2 Pet.2.8.9, 


ftery of ir ; ſeeing, by ic, we enjoy, whatfoever we enjoy, 


to put it out, from amongſt us ; and whence thoſe ſpee- 
"chey of profanes ones,are ; ſaying, they would not care, 


{ though there were never a Preacher in the world, Well, 
beloved, yet isit true , that the world is by it ſuſtained ;. 


| 


and, its true , when the Miniſtery ceaſeth , then ſhall che 


=—_ 


| Now, b:loved, this ſhould, if nothiog elſe, work in us, . 
if not a love of the Word, yet,a care to uphola the Mini- | 


upon the carth. And, what men ſhould mean,that defire | 


_ —— 


{ Faith; it is ir,thar brings ro faith ; and for the Ele and | 


world ceaſe. : And | 


| Cuap.4, upon the Prophet Malachy. Ven. 6, 


And this ſhouldteach us alſo, if not to love, yet,not 


| world it ſelf is ſupported. 
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co malign, or envy the Children of God,that live amongſt | 
us, - Surely, its fortheir ſakes , that all men live, and the | 
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